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Isolation Tips

Covid-19 Quarantine Debate Shifts From Hotels to Homes
One of the most in-depth examinations of hotel quarantines since the coronavirus crisis began has
concluded that some travellers should be allowed to self-isolate at home. The recommendation, from
a  government  panel  in  Melbourne,  Australia’s  second-largest  city,  could  offer  lessons  to  other
countries seeking ways to reopen their borders. The panel was set up by state-level authorities to
investigate the hotel-quarantine program after a second-wave outbreak in Melbourne was linked to
hotels, where the virus spread from travellers to personnel such as security guards. Allowing people
to quarantine at home could make travel more palatable for those who can’t afford pricey hotel bills,
or don’t want to spend weeks cooped up in a hotel room. It would also ease the workload for health
care workers at quarantine hotels and allow more inbound travellers if hotels are full.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-quarantine-debate-shifts-from-hotels-to-homes-11604941052

Covid: Wales has lessons for England on surviving lockdown
When Covid struck, no-one quite understood how ruinous its ripples would be. As England begins a
new lockdown, Michael  Buchanan has been in Wales,  which has emerged from a short,  sharp
shutdown, to see the effect of the economic shock. While thousands of families grieve lives abruptly
ended by Covid, others mourn the lives they once led. For Dorne Williams, the pandemic has been
calamitous.  "It  has  cost  me my relationship,  my mental  health  and my friends,  who are  too
frightened to visit." We're talking on the doorstep of her small terraced house in Pontypool. First
came the "nasty" virus, she says.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-54833709

The real cost of lockdown: Australia faces a mental health crisis
Psychiatrist has warned Australia faces a dangerous new mental health crisis Called for policy-
makers to turn society upside down to flatten the new curve The COVID-19 pandemic has left many
unemployed and struggling to cope
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8927687/The-real-cost-lockdown-Australia-faces-mental-health-crisis.html

Covid 19 coronavirus: Later lockdown could have spelt 200 deaths
Two hundred Kiwis may have died had the Government held off ordering our nationwide lockdown
for another three weeks - while nearly 12,000 people may have been infected. That's the stark
upshot of newly-published modelling that's underscored how crucial New Zealand's "go hard, go
early" response to Covid-19 was in sparing the country a calamity - and putting it  on path to
elimination. The paper, by researchers at University of Auckland-based Te Punaha Matatini, also
suggested a slightly earlier lockdown may have spared several hundred infections - but added that
might have been impractical at the time anyway. The modelling took a sweeping look at New
Zealand's initial approach to the pandemic, to find that the lockdown proved a much stronger driver
in bringing down daily cases than border closures.
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/covid-19-coronavirus-later-lockdown-could-have-spelt-200-deaths/VO77X4E3QNIY7NHJ
I6JOCO43TY/

UK making good progress on travel testing to cut quarantine - minister
Britain is making good progress with a plan to allow COVID-19 tests to cut a 14-day quarantine
period for those returning from abroad, a change which could help fuel a travel recovery once
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current lockdowns end, the transport minister said. Airport bosses welcomed the update from the
minister, Grant Shapps, at an online conference but said more needed to be done. The top priority
for them is that the government eliminates the requirement for quarantine through testing for the
coronavirus. “We’re making very good progress on a ‘test to release programme’ to launch once
we’re out of this lockdown,” Shapps said on Monday. “Once we emerge from the lockdown, we can
roll out new systems to help get people flying and travelling again.”
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-britain-travel/update-1-uk-making-good-progress-on-travel-testing
-to-cut-quarantine-minister-idUSL8N2HV2SU

NSPCC warns of lockdown's toll on children's mental health
Rising stress levels have taken a toll on the mental and emotional health of young people since the
first coronavirus lockdown was imposed in March, children’s charity the NSPCC has warned. Calls to
the charity’s ChildLine service reached nearly 43,000 between March and October, with mental
health worries making up more than a third of all its counselling sessions, new figures showed. The
NSPCC said its counsellors had heard from children who were feeling isolated, anxious and insecure
after  being  cut  off  from  their  usual  social  support  networks.  Some  children  had  developed  eating
disorders  such  as  binge  eating  and  bulimia  for  the  first  time,  while  others  with  existing  eating
disorders  had  reported  worse  symptoms  or  had  relapsed,  the  charity  found.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/nov/09/nspcc-warns-of-lockdowns-toll-on-childrens-mental-health?utm_ter
m=Autofeed&CMP=twt_b-gdnnews&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1604905646

One in five COVID-19 patients develop mental illness within 90 days: study
Many COVID-19 survivors are likely to be at greater risk of developing mental illness, psychiatrists
said on Monday, after a large study found 20% of those infected with the coronavirus are diagnosed
with a psychiatric disorder within 90 days. Anxiety, depression and insomnia were most common
among recovered COVID-19 patients in the study who developed mental health problems, and the
researchers also found significantly higher risks of dementia, a brain impairment condition. “People
have been worried that COVID-19 survivors will be at greater risk of mental health problems, and
our findings ... show this to be likely,” said Paul Harrison, a professor of psychiatry at Britain’s Oxford
University.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-mental-illness/one-in-five-covid-19-patients-develop-mental-illnes
s-within-90-days-study-idUKKBN27P34P

Hygiene Helpers

As Covid-19 cases drop, South Korea revises physical distancing guidelines
South Korea has eased its level of physical distancing regulations – even though authorities are
concerned that the Covid-19 virus could spread more easily during the coming winter season. The
Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency (KDCA) said the move was made as the average daily
number of new cases has remained below 100 over the past week. It has introduced a revised five-
tier scheme, which took effect on Saturday, and is based on the average number of daily infections
per week. The new system divides the nation into seven zones and allows provincial governments to
decide  the  level  of  their  own physical  distancing regulations  in  line  with  the  number  of  new
infections in their respective regions.
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2020/11/639495/covid-19-cases-drop-south-korea-revises-physical-distancing-g
uidelines

Israel tests passengers from Denmark for new mutated coronavirus
Israel said on Monday it would test people arriving from Denmark for a new mutated strain of
coronavirus stemming from Danish mink farms, and ask them to self-isolate. The health ministry
issued  the  statement  after  unconfirmed  reports  by  N12  News  and  other  media  that  three  Israelis
returning from Denmark were suspected of having been infected with the new strain. “The likelihood
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of a patient carrying the mutation arriving in Israel is low ... At the same time we are exercising
extra caution,” the ministry said.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-israel-denmark/israel-tests-passengers-from-denmark-for-new-
mutated-coronavirus-idUSKBN27P1NL

COVID-19: Biden pleads ‘wear a mask’ ahead of ‘very dark winter’
US President-elect Joe Biden addressed the nation after meeting with his transition coronavirus
advisory board on Monday, calling for unity and simple steps to contain the coronavirus pandemic.
Biden said, “Please, I implore you, wear a mask” during the speech in Wilmington, Delaware. He
noted masks could save the lives of older people, children and teachers and added: “It could even
save your own life.” Biden became the projected winner of the US presidential election on Saturday,
after Pennsylvania was called for the former vice president. Biden is currently projected to have 290
Electoral College votes, more than the 270 required for victory, according to The Associated Press
news agency.  Trump currently  sits  at  214,  with Alaska and North Carolina still  not  called but
favouring the president. Georgia too close to call and the small margin will trigger an automatic
recount.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/9/biden-asks-people-wear-a-mask-to-contain-coronavirus

Community Activities

Vaccine hesitancy may undermine fight against COVID-19, UK report says
An 80% uptake of a COVID-19 vaccine may be needed to protect communities from the novel
coronavirus,  but  volatile  levels  of  misinformation  and  vaccine  mistrust  could  undermine  efforts  to
tackle the pandemic, British scientists said on Tuesday. A report by scientific institutions the British
Academy and the Royal Society found that, in part due to circulating misinformation and behavioural
factors, around 36% of people in Britain say they are either uncertain or very unlikely to agree to be
vaccinated against COVID-19. It said an “open dialogue” is critical to building public support for
COVID-19 vaccination, and called for a “frank conversation” to manage public expectations that life
will not immediately get back to normal when vaccines arrive.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-vaccine-hesitancy/vaccine-hesitancy-may-undermine-fight-again
st-covid-19-uk-report-says-idUKKBN27Q009

We may soon have a COVID-19 vaccine. But will enough people take it?
With  COVID-19  vaccine  trial  results  looking  positive,  governments  and  pharmaceutical  firms  face
their next daunting challenge: convincing the world to get inoculated. Public resistance to vaccines
has  been  much  discussed  this  year,  but  the  issue  became  very  real  on  Monday  when  Pfizer  and
BioNTech announced their candidate was more than 90% effective in large trials - hoisting an actual
shot onto the horizon. Numerous opinion polls carried out before and during the pandemic showed
confidence  is  volatile,  and  that  political  polarization  and  online  misinformation  threatens  uptake.
Many people have concerns about the accelerated speed of COVID-19 vaccine development.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-vaccine-confidence/we-may-soon-have-a-covid-19-vaccine-but-wil
l-enough-people-take-it-idUSL8N2HU0G5

Covid-19 sniffer dogs that can sniff out virus in a second could soon come to Leeds
Specially-trained  dogs  that  can  sniff  out  coronavirus  could  soon  be  spotted  in  Leeds.  The  clever
canines, which have been trained by the charity Medical Detection Dogs, can detect Covid-19 on
people. The adorable Labradors were put through the paces at London Paddington train station in a
trial earlier this month, where health secretary Matt Hancock was joined by the Duchess of Cornwall
to see them in action. There are suggestions the sniffer dogs could be deployed in busy areas such
as train stations and shopping centres to try and find people with Covid-19 and therefore minimise
the risk of asymptomatic people mixing with others.
https://www.leeds-live.co.uk/news/leeds-news/covid-19-sniffer-dogs-can-19247313
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Spell of heavy smog in Indian capital raises fears for COVID patients
Residents of the Indian capital are enduring one of the worst spells of air pollution in years, data
released on Monday showed, raising the risks to city residents posed by the novel coronavirus,
doctors said. Pollution in New Delhi had almost disappeared earlier this year, when the government
imposed a nationwide lockdown to stop the coronavirus. But the curbs have been lifted and the
pollution, and the virus, are back with a vengeance. Delhi’s overall air quality index (AQI), which
includes the concentration of PM2.5 particles as well as bigger pollutants, has stayed above 400, on
a  scale  of  500,  for  five  consecutive  days,  government  data  showed.  The  tiny  PM2.5  particles  can
cause cardiovascular and respiratory diseases including lung cancer, and pose a particular risk for
people with COVID 19.
https://www.reuters.com/article/india-pollution-idUSKBN27P0WK

In Britain, the poppy appeal grapples with COVID-19 lockdown
Britain’s poppy appeal, when tens of millions buy a red paper or metal poppy to remember the war
dead and help armed forces families, is facing a battle of its own - collecting money amid the
strictest lockdown in peacetime history. Charities across the world are struggling after the novel
coronavirus lockdowns closed swathes of the economy, drove millions out of work and shuttered
normal life - including many traditional ways of giving. Even the hardy Remembrance Poppy has
been threatened. Red poppies sprang up beside the fallen amid the carnage of World War One
trench  warfare  in  the  fields  of  Flanders,  a  contrast  that  swiftly  graced  some  of  the  grief-stricken
poetry of the so-called Great War.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain-charities/in-britain-the-poppy-appeal-grapples-with-covid-
19-lockdown-idUKKBN27P0K3

Lockdown in paradise: Antigua’s plea for visitors
Osmilta Prince sits on a rock beneath a palm tree, her homemade mask covering her face. By her
feet, is a basket of handmade shell bracelets and calabash bowls. Close by, a laminated sign reads:
“Stay Apart 6 feet – or 9½ coconuts”. By this time of day, the 48-year-old single mother will have
ordinarily sold enough curios to put food on the table to feed her four sons. But today, the sun-
loungers on this usually popular beach are mostly empty. “It’s scary to realise that this could go on
for another year,” she says, taking in the quiet beach. “This is my income, and the modest savings I
have won’t last. I don’t want to go and beg. Everything I earn now goes on food because there
hasn’t been a chance to save since we reopened.”
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/11/8/lockdown-in-paradise-antiguas-plea-for

Working Remotely

The latest innovations in working remotely
From software to hardware to everything in-between, new innovative ideas are flooding the market
to assist people with what has become a new way of operating. People are working remotely more
than ever before, and these are a few things that have been making a difference in our virtual lives.
HARDware: According to Wired, the perfect solution to working from home is all about the set up.
These are some of their must haves to make your home office a place of work, concentration and
productivity:
https://bmmagazine.co.uk/business/the-latest-innovations-in-working-remotely/?amp

Remote learning adds pressure for teachers who work second shift as mothers
The transition to remote learning coupled with an unequal distribution of second-shift responsibilities
has placed teachers who are also mothers under immense stress, according to new University at
Buffalo research.
https://phys.org/news/2020-11-remote-pressure-teachers-shift-mothers.html
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Deurbanization Rising: Covid-19, Remote Work, And Electric Aviation Will Reshape Living
Patterns
Between 2006 and 2019, remote work expanded 170% to the point where about 8% of people with
jobs  worked  remotely.  By  August  2020,  the  Covid-19  pandemic  helped  drive  that  figure  to  20%,
according to the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. Global Workforce Analytics believes percentage of
telecommuters will hit 25% to 30% by the end of 2021.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/deandonovan/2020/11/09/deurbanization-rising-covid-19-remote-work-and-electric-avia
tion-will-reshape-living-patterns/

Workers favour remote working
Stockton-based telecommunications firm Odyssey Systems says the second lockdown adds further
weight to the trend towards a permanent adoption of working from home. Mike Odysseas, founder
and  managing  director  of  the  firm,  said  many  businesses  and  organisations  want  to  avoid  the
uncertainty of future coronavirus restrictions by adopting new working arrangements. This, he said,
is evidenced by a survey that reveals more than 90 percent of British employees do not want a full-
time return to the office.
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/business/18857926.workers-favour-remote-working/

Lockdown 2: a remote work how-to guide for leaders
Just when you thought it was safe to go back into the office, a second wave of coronavirus is forcing
many workers  to  stay  at  home.  The wobbly  chairs  have been fixed,  the  broadband upgraded,  the
Zoom-friendly lighting improved. Still, it is up to leaders to show they have learnt the lessons of
Lockdown 1. As police chief Martin Brody says in the sequel to Jaws: “I know what a shark looks like.
I’ve seen one up close. And you’d better do something about this one, because I don’t intend to go
through that hell again.”
https://www.ft.com/content/63d7bfed-1081-4969-8adf-569059728bd3

We may be working remotely even 10 years from now: Report
Going  back  to  office  may  not  be  the  same,  and  may  not  even  happen  at  all.  A  study  by  Swedish
telecom company Ericsson on the future of work suggests we could still be working from home 10
years from now, but with far more realistic immersion in the virtual workspace.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/sunday-times/we-may-be-working-remotely-even-10-years-from-now-report
/articleshow/79125385.cms

UK office workers want to continue working remotely after Covid restrictions lift
UK  office  workers  want  to  continue  working  remotely  after  Covid-19  restrictions  lift,  despite
admitting  their  productivity  is  significantly  reduced,  according  to  new  research  released  today.
Research  by  YouGov  for  workspace  analytics  provider  Locatee  provides  insight  into  UK  office
workers’  attitudes  towards  productivity,  job  security,  and  the  prospect  of  further  Covid-19
restrictions. According to Locatee’s research, if given the choice, just 7% of respondents would opt
to return to the office full time.
https://www.insider.co.uk/news/uk-office-workers-want-continue-22979780

Should employers let staff work remotely from abroad during lockdown?
Home working has undoubtedly caused many employees tired of staring at the same four walls to
feel a degree of cabin fever. So it’s understandable some have decided to boost their wellbeing by
weathering this period of remote working abroad. But while the process of employees swapping
their UK-based home office for a more exotic location may seem straightforward, there are multiple
considerations for both workers and employers. A number of City banks have reportedly warned
high-paid executives spending the pandemic at second homes in warmer climates that they could
face large tax bills if they don’t return to working remotely in the UK.
https://www.peoplemanagement.co.uk/news/articles/should-employers-let-staff-work-remotely-from-abroad-during-lo
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ckdown

Reimaging remote work for SMEs
A new set  of  principles  to  improve  the  lives  of  employees  working  from home and enhance
productivity has been launched by the University of Central Lancashire and regional partners. Small
and medium sized business across the north of England are being encouraged to embrace new
remote  working  principles  to  ensure  staff  working  remotely  receive  the  same  support  and
development opportunities and are not disadvantaged by working from home. Six remote working
principles have been developed from research into Covid-19 on SMEs, they are designed to support
SMEs, health and wellbeing and productivity. With over half of jobs in the North West, North East and
Yorkshire and Humber region working in typically office based environments and now being asked to
work  from  home,  there  is  a  significant  lack  of  good  home  working  practices  for  the  four  million
northern  remote  workers
https://www.businessupnorth.co.uk/reimaging-remote-work-for-smes/

Virtual Classrooms

Can keeping kids active help virtual learning?
As novel coronavirus cases surged, many schools switched to virtual learning. While learning online
helps lessons continue during the pandemic, students could face severe inactivity while learning
from home, and a desk-bound learning system is leading to complex emotions such as anxiety, fear,
loneliness and grief, experts say. Sandra Sims, associate professor in the University of Alabama at
Birmingham School of Education, suggests that an activity as simple as walking can help students.
https://www.uab.edu/news/youcanuse/item/11678-can-keeping-kids-active-help-virtual-learning

You need to be Sesame Street or a teen therapist, because there’s no age where virtual
learning is easy
Kindergarteners can’t read what’s on the computer screen and high school students are at risk of
depression from isolation and loneliness. Younger and older students alike face challenges with
virtual  school,  said Andrea Smith,  an early childhood education professor in Western Michigan
University’s College of Education and Human Development. “Is it harder to bike 100 miles or run 50
miles?” Smith asked. “When you’re going that far, it doesn’t matter. It’s different but it’s hard.”
https://www.mlive.com/news/2020/11/you-need-to-be-sesame-street-or-a-teen-therapist-because-theres-no-age-wher
e-virtual-learning-is-easy.html

4 Tips for Enhancing STEM Engagement in a Hybrid Classroom
COVID-19 upended virtually every aspect of business and society this year. Unfortunately, education
hasn’t been spared. But there is an upside to the situation. As we continue to live in a more
contactless  world,  innovation  in  education  prevails.  For  instance,  STEM  educators  are  finding
creative strategies to engage students remotely. I wrote about some of these strategies in a higher
education context, but they also apply to today’s K–12 schools. The four best practices below can
help STEM educators at all levels keep their classes engaging and effective, no matter where they’re
teaching from.
https://edtechmagazine.com/k12/article/2020/11/4-tips-enhancing-stem-engagement-hybrid-classroom

Study abroad officials to offer virtual exchange program in spring
Study abroad officials will offer a virtual exchange program for incoming international students this
spring.  Jennifer  Donaghue,  the  director  of  the  International  Services  Office,  said  international
exchange  students  will  connect  with  domestic  GW  students  through  virtual  classes  and
programming to replicate the experience of an in-person program. She said the program is designed
for exchange students who can no longer study abroad in the spring due to travel restrictions during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Donaghue said students who participate in the program will not be charged
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any additional fees, and officials have yet to finalize the number of students who can participate in
the program. She said students involved with the program will  attend a virtual orientation but
declined to elaborate what virtual programming students will participate in. “Students will be able to
experience the excellent academics GW offers and have an opportunity to engage with domestic GW
students in the virtual academic setting,” Donaghue said in an email.
https://www.gwhatchet.com/2020/11/09/study-abroad-officials-to-offer-virtual-exchange-program-in-spring/

Public Policies

PM Johnson says still too early to rely on COVID-19 vaccine
Prime Minister  Boris  Johnson said  Britain  was  ready  to  roll  out  a  mass  COVID-19  vaccination
programme but it was too early to rely on a vaccine as a solution to the coronavirus pandemic. “I
must stress that these are very, very early days, and we’ve talked for a long time, right about the
distant  bugle  of  the  scientific  cavalry  coming  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,”  Johnson  told  a  media
conference after Pfizer said its experimental COVID-19 vaccine was more than 90% effective. “I can
tell  you  that  tonight  that  today  that  toot,  that  bugle  is  louder,  but  it’s  still  some  way  off.  We
absolutely  cannot  rely  on  this  news,  as  a  solution.”
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-johnson-idUKKBN27P2EX

UK expects to get 10 million doses of Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine this year
Britain expects to have 10 million doses of Pfizer/BioNTech’s candidate COVID-19 vaccine available
by the end of the year, but Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Monday said there were several hurdles
to go after its positive clinical trial results.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-vaccines-pfizer-br/uk-expects-to-get-10-million-doses-of-pfizer-bi
ontech-vaccine-this-year-idUKKBN27P1OT

Israel asks for U.S. help in getting potential Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine
Israel  said  it  asked  the  U.S.  government  on  Monday  to  help  it  get  access  to  Pfizer's  potential
COVID-19  vaccine.  Earlier  in  the  day,  Pfizer  Inc  said  its  experimental  COVID-19  vaccine  was  more
than  90%  effective,  a  major  victory  in  the  fight  against  a  pandemic  that  has  killed  more  than  a
million people, battered the world’s economy and upended daily life. Israel’s finance minister Israel
Katz said he had discussed the vaccine during talks with U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin. “I
asked Mnuchin for help in supplying the vaccine to Israel in parallel with its supply to the United
States, as part of an agreement signed between the U.S. administration and the company for the
immediate delivery of 600 million doses,” Katz said in a statement. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called it an important day in the fight against the pandemic and said “the end is in site”.
“My goal at the moment is to do one thing - to bring vaccines to you citizens of Israel, and we will do
so,” he said.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vaccines-pfizer-is/israel-asks-for-u-s-help-in-getting-potential-p
fizer-covid-19-vaccine-idUSKBN27P2C0

UK vaccines taskforce chair to step down - FT
UK vaccines taskforce chair Kate Bingham is to step down from her post at the end of the year amid
criticism that she spent 670,000 pounds ($881,000) on public relations consultants, the Financial
Times reported on Monday. Bingham’s use of a private sector company to oversee communications
for her task force has caused concern in the government, and on Monday, government officials said
she was not expected to continue in the job into 2021, the newspaper reported. The FT said, citing a
Sunday Times report, that Bingham had used eight full-time consultants from London PR agency
Admiral Associates to oversee her media strategy, and has contracted them until the end of the
year. Under Bingham’s vaccine taskforce, Britain has secured supply deals for more than 350 million
doses of six different COVID-19 vaccine candidates.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-britain-bingham-idUKKBN27P2P8
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Covid in Scotland: Easing of restrictions 'highly unlikely'
Scotland's  Covid-19 restrictions  are  "highly  unlikely"  to  be  eased when they are  reviewed on
Tuesday,  Nicola  Sturgeon  has  said.  Tuesday  will  mark  the  first  review  of  local  measures  under
Scotland's  new  five-level  alert  system.  The  first  minister  said  the  curbs  currently  in  place  had
undoubtedly had an impact on the spread of the virus. However, she said it was important for this to
translate  into  a  "significant  and  sustained  reduction  in  cases".  Ms  Sturgeon  said  she  "would  not
expect areas to go down a level", and that "careful judgement" would be given to whether any
councils had to move up a level.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-54873539

From  lockdowns  to  Dr.  Fauci:  Here's  how  President-elect  Joe  Biden  plans  to  fight  the
coronavirus  pandemic
The U.S. can expect increased Covid-19 testing, a national mask mandate and the possibility of
nationwide  lockdowns  once  President-elect  Joe  Biden  takes  office  Jan.  20.  Biden  has  also  said  he
plans to repair the U.S. relationship with the World Health Organization. The transition team wasted
no time, naming its own Covid-19 advisory board on Monday.
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/05/coronavirus-this-is-how-joe-biden-plans-to-fight-the-pandemic-.html

UK must 'plan a path' to Christmas says Welsh First Minister
According to the First Minister of Wales Mark Drakeford, the UK must plan a path to Christmas amid
the  coronavirus  pandemic  and  he  called  on  the  UK  Government  –  specifically  cabinet  minister
Michael Gove – to make good on the promised meeting of the four nations to discuss a single
approach.His  comments  come  as  Wales  prepares  to  come  out  of  a  17-day  firebreak  lockdown  on
Monday, while England continues in its month-long lockdown which ends at the start of December.“I
really hope that meeting materialises," said Mr Drakeford. “The restrictions people have had to live
with are incredibly difficult and demanding, and everybody is tried and fatigued of coronavirus.
https://www.scotsman.com/health/uk-must-plan-path-christmas-says-welsh-first-minister-3030064

Andalusia  confines  its  municipalities  and  suspends  all  non-essential  business  activity
from  6pm
The 8.4 million inhabitants of Spain’s Andalusia region will  be confined to their municipalities from
Tuesday, November 10 until November 23, as the regional government toughens its coronavirus
restrictions. The hospitality sector and all non-essential activity will have to close at 6pm, apart from
in the province of Granada, where the high rates of infection – currently at 1,194 cases per 100,000
inhabitants in the last 14 days – have prompted the authorities to implement a total shutdown. The
nighttime curfew will be brought forward to 10pm and will last until 7am. Growing pressure on the
region’s hospitals due to coronavirus cases has prompted the Andalusian government to take this
action,  which  also  includes  obligatory  online  classes  for  university  students.  The  plan  was
announced on Sunday by the regional premier, Juan Manuel Romero of the conservative Popular
Party (PP), who explained that over this week a plan will be approved that will help to compensate
the losses from the hostelry and retail sector, but did not go into detail about the assistance.
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-11-09/andalusia-confines-its-municipalities-and-suspends-all-non-essential-bu
siness-activity-from-6pm.html

Coronavirus: Hungary and Portugal in partial lockdown
Hungary and Portugal are introducing new coronavirus restrictions to stem the second wave of
infection now affecting most of Europe. Hungary's partial lockdown will include starting the current
night curfew earlier, so it runs from 20:00 to 05:00 local time (19:00 to 04:00 GMT). Prime Minister
Viktor Orban said the month-long curbs would include limits on public gatherings and closure of
schools, restaurants and universities. Portugal has imposed a night curfew. Its state of emergency
has started and is set to last at least two weeks. The curfew covers 70% of the population, including
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Lisbon and Porto. On weekdays it runs from 23:00 to 05:00 local time, but at weekends it will run
from 13:00 to 05:00. Hungary's state of emergency is expected to get parliamentary approval on
Tuesday, as Mr Orban's supporters have a majority.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-54870636

How Biden plans to change the US pandemic response
President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris say they will move the US Covid-19
pandemic response in a dramatically different direction. "The pandemic is getting significantly more
worrisome all across the country," Biden said on Friday. "I want everyone to know on day one, we're
going to put our plan to control  this  virus into action."  There were dauntingly high new case
numbers  last  week,  and  by  the  time  Biden  takes  office  January  20,  the  influential  University  of
Washington Institute of  Health Metrics  and Evaluation model  projects  there will  be more than
372,000 Covid-19 deaths -- that's 135,000 more than the current total.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/11/08/health/biden-pandemic-plan/index.html

Wales sees 'early positive signs' as it comes out of firebreak lockdown, first minister says
Wales has seen “early positive signs” in its fight against coronavirus as it comes out of its firebreak
lockdown,  its  first  minister  has  said.  In  a  press  conference  on  Monday,  Mark  Drakeford  said  there
had already been signs that COVID-19 cases were “beginning to fall”. The country’s short 17-day
coronavirus lockdown ended on Monday and was replaced with a new set of national measures.
Groups of up to four people can now meet up in cafes, pubs and restaurants, while shops, gyms,
hairdressers and places of worship will also reopen.
https://au.news.yahoo.com/wales-stability-coronavirus-firebreak-lockdown-092756887.html

Coronavirus: Should New Zealand copy Taiwan's leading COVID-19 response?
The Detail is a daily news podcast produced for RNZ by Newsroom and is published on Newshub
with permission. Click on this link to subscribe to the podcast. Taiwan is held up as best in class
when it comes to controlling coronavirus and calls are getting louder for New Zealand to follow its
lead and end the disruptive lockdowns that are so damaging to the economy. Today The Detail's
Sharon Brettkelly looks at how this country of nearly 24 million people on an island a third the size of
the South Island, tops the world with around 568 cases and just seven deaths compared with New
Zealand's 1973-odd cases and 25 deaths. Taiwan-based New Zealander Ron Hanson talks to Sharon
Brettkelly about the similarities and differences between the two countries' strategies
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2020/11/coronavirus-should-new-zealand-copy-taiwan-s-leading-covid
-19-response.html

Hungary announces lockdown measures to curb coronavirus infections -PM Orban
Hungary will close secondary schools, universities and restaurants and will impose an extended
night-time curfew as of midnight on Tuesday to curb a fast rise in coronavirus infections, Prime
Minister Viktor Orban announced on Monday on his Facebook page. Orban said sports events will be
held behind closed doors, and all gatherings will be banned. He said the new lockdown measures
were needed because “if coronavirus infections rise at the current pace... Hungarian hospitals will
not be able to cope with the burden.”
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-hungary-lockdown/hungary-announces-lockdown-measures-to-curb-c
oronavirus-infections-pm-orban-idINS8N2GF01E

Ukraine considers lockdown at weekends - President Zelenskiy
Ukraine may introduce a lockdown at weekends in an effort to prevent the spread of coronavirus and
such a move would not  have a serious negative impact  on the economy, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on Monday. “A temporary lockdown at weekends, for about a few weeks,
can help us to avoid a harder lockdown,” presidential press service quoted Zelenskiy as saying.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/healthcoronavirus-ukraine-lockdown-idUKS8N2ED029
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COVID-19 cases top 10 million in US as Biden sets up task force
President-elect  Biden set  to  announce a  12-member  task  force  to  deal  with  pandemic  as  US
becomes  first  country  to  cross  10  million  cases.  The  development  on  Sunday  came  as  global
coronavirus  cases  exceeded  50  million.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/9/us-crosses-10-million-covid-19-cases-as-biden-sets-up-taskforce

Maintaining Services

Revealed: Covid recovery plans threaten global climate hopes
The prospect of a global green recovery from the coronavirus pandemic is hanging in the balance,
as  countries  pour  money  into  the  fossil  fuel  economy  to  stave  off  a  devastating  recession,  an
analysis  for  the  Guardian  reveals.  Meanwhile,  promises  of  a  low-carbon  boost  are  failing  to
materialise. Only a handful of major countries are pumping rescue funds into low-carbon efforts such
as renewable power, electric vehicles and energy efficiency. A new Guardian ranking finds the EU is
a frontrunner, devoting 30% of its €750bn (£677bn) Next Generation Recovery Fund to green ends.
France and Germany have earmarked about €30bn and €50bn respectively of their own additional
stimulus for environmental spending.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/09/revealed-covid-recovery-plans-threaten-global-climate-hope
s

Why Pfizer’s ultra-cold COVID-19 vaccine will not be at the local pharmacy any time soon
Work  to  distribute  the  experimental  COVID-19  vaccine  developed  by  Pfizer  Inc  and  BioNTech  is
gearing up after the companies announced successful interim data earlier on Monday, but it will not
be coming to local pharmacies for the general public any time soon.
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-vaccines-distribution-idINKBN27Q094

Israelis may be infected with new coronavirus strain from Denmark minks
Three  Israelis  who  returned  from  Denmark  and  were  confirmed  as  infected  with  the  novel
coronavirus may have been infected with the new strain discovered among minks in the country
recently, according to KAN news. The new strain may have decreased sensitivity to antibodies,
which could impact future vaccines, although studies are still being conducted to verify this.
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israelis-may-be-infected-with-new-coronavirus-strain-from-denmark-minks-648513

Italy faces 10,000 Covid deaths in a month with no lockdown – medics
Doctors in Italy have warned there will be an additional 10,000 Covid-19 deaths in a month in the
country unless a national lockdown is imposed. The government is moving toward placing further
restrictions in four more regions considered high risk: Campania, Liguria, Abruzzo and Umbria. The
Italian Order of Doctors,  however,  has urged tougher action as hospitals struggle to find space for
coronavirus patients. Ambulances have been queuing outside emergency units from Turin in the
north to Naples in the south. People were treated for Covid-19 in their cars outside Cotugno hospital
in  Naples,  the  capital  of  Campania,  over  the  weekend.  One 78-year-old  woman waited  in  an
ambulance for 26 hours before being admitted to hospital.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/09/italy-faces-10000-covid-deaths-in-a-month-with-no-lockdown-medic
s

New COVID Lockdown Triggers Fight Over Fate Of France's Bookstores
While small business owners across France are feeling the pinch of the nation’s second COVID
lockdown, the economic plight of bookstores has taken center stage in the roaring debate about how
to fight the pandemic. Late last month, President Emmanuel Macron announced the nation would go
into confinement again as COVID rates raced out  of  control.  But  he also signaled that  this  second
lockdown would be different based on lessons learned from the two-month shutdown in the Spring.
For instance, schools that closed earlier this year have remained largely open.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/11/9/us-crosses-10-million-covid-19-cases-as-biden-sets-up-taskforce
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/09/revealed-covid-recovery-plans-threaten-global-climate-hopes
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/09/revealed-covid-recovery-plans-threaten-global-climate-hopes
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-vaccines-distribution-idINKBN27Q094
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israelis-may-be-infected-with-new-coronavirus-strain-from-denmark-minks-648513
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/09/italy-faces-10000-covid-deaths-in-a-month-with-no-lockdown-medics
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/09/italy-faces-10000-covid-deaths-in-a-month-with-no-lockdown-medics


https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisobrien/2020/11/08/new-covid-lockdown-triggers-fight-over-fate-of-frances-bookstor
es/

France to 'limit impact' of new lockdown with schools, public services open
The Banque de France predicts economic activity in November will decline by 12 percent under the
country's  second  Covid-19  lockdown.  That  compares  to  a  31  percent  decline  during  the  first
confinement in April, with the decision to maintain public services and keep schools open playing "a
key role" in limiting the economic impact. The new figures were published on Monday in Banque de
France's economic forecast under the new lockdown measures.
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/france-limit-impact-lockdown-schools-125456038.html

Coronavirus: Has pandemic fatigue taken hold in India?
People in India are increasingly lowering their guard during the ongoing festival season, despite the
high risk of contracting COVID-19. Many restrictions have been lifted, but the pandemic is far from
over. Rudra Nath, 42, a factory foreman in Alwar district of northwestern Rajasthan state, says he
feels exasperated having to tell his co-workers to keep their masks on all the time. It has been over
a month since the iron fabrication factory resumed production. Since June, the government has been
gradually relaxing restrictions on public movement and commerce meant to contain the coronavirus.
https://www.dw.com/en/india-coronavirus-fatigue/a-55540955

Researchers worry over children with COVID-19
Are children a major source of contagion for COVID-19? Ten months into a pandemic that has
claimed 1.2 million lives, experts are still divided on the question, even as governments must decide
whether  to  keep  classrooms  open  or  shut.  During  the  first  wave  of  infection,  scientific  consensus
formed around the concern that  children might  be a  crucial  vector  — as  they are  for  the flu — in
spreading the novel coronavirus. And then, moving into the summer, the opposite idea took hold:
Children, especially young ones, did not infect others that much, several studies suggested. “If you
look  at  the  scientific  literature,  it’s  really  not  very  clear,”  said  Dominique  Costagliola,  an
epidemiologist  at  the  Marie  and  Pierre  Curie  Faculty  of  the  Sorbonne  University  in  Paris.
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/11/07/world/science-health-world/children-with-coronavirus/

Victoria's lockdown 'went too far, businesses have been crushed'
Melbourne restaurateur Chris Lucas says the Victorian government needs to be sensitive that the
decision to lockdown the state went too far, crushed businesses, caused hundreds to lose their jobs
and took away the futures of so many people. His comments come regarding the recent develops to
Victoria’s reopening, with the 'ring of steel' surrounding the city coming down. Pubs, cafés and
restaurants can now serve up to 40 people inside and 70 outside, with increases to 100 patrons
indoors, and 200 outside expected from the 23rd of November. “The government needs to be a little
bit sensitive about what is going on with regards to these re-opening plans,” Mr Lucas told Sky News
host Peta Credlin.
https://www.skynews.com.au/details/_6208287094001

UK shopper numbers plummet as new English lockdown bites
Total shopper numbers, or footfall, across British retail destinations fell 15.4% in the week to Nov. 7
versus  the  previous  week,  reflecting  the  start  of  England’s  new  national  lockdown,  market
researcher Springboard said on Monday. With COVID-19 infections rising at an alarming rate the
British government imposed a second national lockdown for England, starting last Thursday and
running until Dec. 2.
https://in.reuters.com/article/britain-retail-springboard/update-1-uk-shopper-numbers-plummet-as-new-english-lockdo
wn-bites-idINL8N2HV3J5
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Covid-19 news: Pfizer coronavirus vaccine is 'more than 90% effective'
A  coronavirus  vaccine  candidate  being  developed  by  Pfizer  is  “more  than  90%  effective  in
preventing covid-19”, according to early results, the company announced today. The results have
been described as “reason for optimism for 2021” by Chris Whitty, England’s chief medical officer.
Joe Biden, US president-elect, said this was “excellent news”, but warned that “the end of the battle
against covid-19 is still months away” as it will take “many more months before there is widespread
vaccination.” Pfizer said that an early analysis of the results from the phase III trial found more than
90 per cent fewer symptomatic coronavirus cases among trial participants who received two doses
of the vaccine candidate three weeks apart compared to those who received a placebo. So far in the
trial, 38,955 people have received two doses of either vaccine or placebo as of 8 November, and
there  have been 94 confirmed coronavirus  cases  in  total  among them.  The results  have not  been
peer-reviewed  or  published  in  a  scientific  journal,  and  Pfizer  said  further  analysis  will  occur  once
there have been 164 confirmed coronavirus cases among the participants. Pfizer is developing the
vaccine in partnership with German biotechnology company BioNTech.
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2237475-covid-19-news-pfizer-coronavirus-vaccine-is-more-than-90-effective/

English study suggests T cells could be sufficient to protect from COVID-19
High  levels  of  so-called  “T  cells”  that  respond  to  the  coronavirus  could  be  sufficient  to  offer
protection against infection, an English study said on Tuesday, adding to the evidence of the crucial
role they play in immunity to COVID-19. T cells, a type of white blood cell that makes up part of a
healthy immune system, are thought to be essential to protect against infection from the SARS-
COV-2 coronavirus, and could provide longer term immunity than antibodies. The study on nearly
3,000 people, conducted by Oxford Immunotec and Public Health England (PHE), found that no
participants  with  a  high  T  cell  response  developed  symptomatic  SARS-CoV-2  infection  when
researchers followed up with them.
https://uk.reuters.com/article/instant-article/idUKKBN27Q001

Eli Lilly receives authorisation for Covid-19 antibody treatment
The US Food and Drug Administration has given Eli Lilly the first emergency use authorisation for a
Covid-19  antibody  treatment,  which  the  drugmaker  hopes  will  help  vulnerable  people  avoid
hospitalisation. Eli Lilly’s bamlanivimab therapy has been authorised for mild-to-moderate patients,
who are at risk for developing a more serious condition, such as the elderly, or those with chronic
illnesses.  The  treatment  —  designed  to  boost  the  immune  system  of  patients  with  artificially
engineered antibodies — is the first drug developed for use this early in the disease. David Ricks, Eli
Lilly’s chief executive, said it was a “valuable tool for doctors fighting the now-increasing burden of
this global pandemic”.
https://www.ft.com/content/bebd0345-f5d3-40b1-af3c-059b8c7099a2

Scientists  reveal  the  most  accurate  and  up-to-date  visualisation  of  the  Covid-19
coronavirus yet
Scientists have released the most up-to-date illustration of the coronavirus ever made, mapping
both its external appearance and internal structure. The visualisation was created via a 3D model
and combines the latest data on the structure of the SARS-CoV-2 virus which is causing the Covid-19
pandemic. Experts at King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia
created the model and hope it can help create treatments for Covid-19. In a video the academics
showcase their model which includes the protein spikes on its surface as well as the genetic material
wound up inside the viral membrane.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/scientists-reveal-the-most-accurate-image-of-the-covid-19-coronavirus/
ar-BB1aPXqB

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2237475-covid-19-news-pfizer-coronavirus-vaccine-is-more-than-90-effective/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/instant-article/idUKKBN27Q001
https://www.ft.com/content/bebd0345-f5d3-40b1-af3c-059b8c7099a2
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/scientists-reveal-the-most-accurate-image-of-the-covid-19-coronavirus/ar-BB1aPXqB
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/technology/scientists-reveal-the-most-accurate-image-of-the-covid-19-coronavirus/ar-BB1aPXqB

