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Isolation Tips

Lockdown may have boosted well-being for some
A  study  of  people  who  care  for  children  finds  that  COVID-19  lockdowns  have  provided  some
unexpected benefits. Survey respondents report four areas of personal growth that have been given
an  opportunity  to  flourish  when  busy  lives  were  interrupted.  People  reported  positive  changes  in
their family relationships, spiritual well-being, and more. The study suggests ways we may emerge
from the pandemic strengthened by the experience.
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/lockdown-may-have-boosted-well-being-for-some

Hygiene Helpers

White House announces plans to ramp up COVID testing
The  White  House  announced  new  efforts  on  Wednesday  to  expand  and  improve  testing  for  the
coronavirus, as the United States ramps up efforts to vaccinate Americans. In a news briefing, Carole
Johnson, the nation’s new COVID-19 testing coordinator, announced that the federal government
would invest $1.6bn to increase nationwide testing. “We need to test broadly and rapidly to turn the
tide of this pandemic but we still don’t have enough testing and we don’t have enough testing in all
the places it needs to be,” Johnson said during a news briefing.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/17/wh-announces-plans-to-ramp-up-covid-19-testing-across-the-us

Vaccines, drugs, testing key to easing lockdown safely - UK's Raab
Vaccines, drugs and testing at scale are key to easing lockdown measures safely, Britain’s foreign
minister Dominic Raab said on Wednesday as the government prepares to set out a roadmap on
how to loosen restrictions. “The two or three things that are going to be really important if we are to
ease out of lockdown safely and responsibly are, yes of course, the vaccine and... the drugs... but
also this lateral flow testing, being able to do at it at scale,” he told Sky News.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-britain-raab-tests/vaccines-drugs-testing-key-to-easing-lockdown-
safely-uks-raab-idUSS8N2JN0BL

Contact tracing alone has little impact on curbing Covid spread, report finds
Contact tracing alone has a marginal impact on Covid transmission, curbing the spread of the
disease by just 2% to 5%, official estimates show. The figures come after Dido Harding, who heads
the government’s £22bn test-and-trace programme in England, suggested it was set to substantially
reduce the spread of coronavirus this spring. Newly published data behind that assertion shows the
vast majority of the impact of test and trace is down to people self-isolating. An army of contact
tracers has been hired to track down close contacts of those who test positive for Covid, and ask
them to self-isolate. The contact tracers also remind people of the need to quarantine after a
positive test.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/16/contact-tracing-alone-has-little-impact-on-curbing-covid-spread-repo
rt-finds?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other

Community Activities

NYC’s rich neighbourhoods get disproportionate share of coronavirus vaccines
New York City’s vaccines are going disproportionately to wealthier neighbourhoods in Manhattan
and Staten Island, according to data the city released on Tuesday. The disparities highlight the
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inequities of a vaccine drive that has already been criticised for what New York Mayor Bill de Blasio
called "profound" racial disparities. White residents composed almost half the people who had at
least one dose, despite being only a third of the population. More than a quarter of those getting the
coronavirus vaccine are nonresidents, who tend to be younger and are more likely to be White than
those living in the city.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/new-york-covid-vaccine-rich-b1803486.html

Glasgow priest Canon Tom White takes legal action against ministers to stop UK divide
on lockdown right to worship
A Glasgow priest has launched a legal action to stop a north-south divide on the right to worship
during lockdown. Canon Tom White whose St Alphonsus parish is in the heart of the city’s famous
Barras has issued a pre-action letter to the Scottish Government demanding it ends the blanket ban
on places of worship. A response must be made before Tuesday February 23. Lockdown measures
designed to stop the spread of coronavirus have forced places of worship to shut.
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19096949.glasgow-priestcanon-tom-white-takes-legal-action-ministers-stop-uk
-divide-lockdown-right-worship/?ref=rss

Working Remotely

New Study Explains How Employees Are Adjusting to Remote Work (and How Managers
Can Help)
After nearly a full year after the pandemic struck, working from home presents unique challenges
that don't always have streamlined solutions. According to the Harvard Business Review, common
challenges include limited or reduced face-to-face supervision,  social  isolation,  and distractions
around the  home.  Additionally,  we are  finding  that  more  and more  workers  are  going  out  of  their
way to increase their visibility while working remotely.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/finance/smallbusiness/new-study-explains-how-employees-are-adjusting-to-remote-work-
and-how-managers-can-help/ar-BB1dL0lV

What happens when you work from bed for a year
For many people, working from home, or ‘WFH’, has also come to mean ‘WFB’ – working from bed.
Getting dressed and commuting to an office has been replaced by splashing water on your face and
cracking open a computer as you settle back under your blanket. A staggering number of people are
setting up shop on their mattresses; according to a November 2020 study, 72% of 1,000 Americans
surveyed said they had worked remotely from their bed during the pandemic – a 50% increase since
the start of the crisis. One in 10 reported they spent “most or all of their workweek” – 24-to-40 hours
or more – in bed. But the reality is that turning your bed into your office can trigger a slew of health
problems, both psychological and physical. And even if you don’t notice them now, adverse effects –
possibly permanent – could emerge later on in life.
https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20210217-is-it-bad-to-you-work-from-your-bed-for-a-year

Virtual Classrooms

Brent's teachers, parents and pupils on school in lockdown
Headteachers, parents and pupils in Brent have spoken of their frustration with virtual teaching and
learning, which is "stressful" and "tedious". Newman Catholic College headteacher Daniel Coyle
explained his school accommodates around 55 children in these categories, while another 800
pupils  are taught virtually  at  home. Mr Coyle said:  “We are desperate to get back to school.
Teaching is at heart a human activity and is rooted in the quality of our human relationships.
Remote teaching does not support this principle.” He continued: “However, the health of our nation
must come first. If we have to maintain this provision until Easter, then teachers will continue to do
their best.”
https://www.kilburntimes.co.uk/news/brent-school-third-lockdown-7392314
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This AI reads children's emotions as they learn
Before the pandemic, Ka Tim Chu, teacher and vice principal of Hong Kong's True Light College,
looked at his students' faces to gauge how they were responding to classwork. Now, with most of his
lessons  online,  technology is  helping  Chu to  read the  room.  An AI-powered learning  platform
monitors his students' emotions as they study at home. The software, 4 Little Trees, was created by
Hong Kong-based startup Find Solution AI. While the use of emotion recognition AI in schools and
other settings has caused concern, founder Viola Lam says it can make the virtual classroom as
good as — or better than — the real thing. Students work on tests and homework on the platform as
part of the school curriculum. While they study, the AI measures muscle points on their faces via the
camera  on  their  computer  or  tablet,  and  identifies  emotions  including  happiness,  sadness,  anger,
surprise and fear.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/16/tech/emotion-recognition-ai-education-spc-intl-hnk/index.html

Public Policies

COVID-19: UK calls for temporary ceasefires to allow vaccine rollout in world's war zones
British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab is calling for a UN resolution for ceasefires across the globe
to allow those living in war zones to get COVID vaccines. As he chairs a UN Security Council meeting
on Wednesday,  Mr  Raab will  urge world  leaders  to  agree a  resolution for  negotiated vaccine
ceasefires.  The  foreign  secretary  believes  there  is  a  "moral  duty  to  act"  in  order  to  prevent  more
than 160 million people being excluded from vaccines because of instability and conflict, including in
Yemen, Somalia and Ethiopia.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-uk-calls-for-temporary-ceasefires-to-allow-vaccine-rollout-in-worlds-war-zones-12
220410

Pfizer  and  BioNTech  reach  agreement  with  European  Union  for  200  million  doses  of
Covid-19  vaccine
Pfizer  and  BioNTech  said  they  have  reached  an  agreement  to  supply  the  European  Union  with
another 200 million doses of their Covid-19 vaccine. The US and German companies said in a
statement that the doses come on top of the 300 million initially ordered. The EU's executive
Commission has an option to request a further 100 million doses. They said the 200 million doses
are expected to be delivered this year, with an estimated 75 million of them in the second quarter.
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19096934.pfizer-biontech-reach-agreement-european-union-200-million-doses
-covid-19-vaccine/?ref=rss

Gaza gets its first COVID-19 vaccine shipment, officials say
Gaza  received  its  first  shipment  of  COVID-19  vaccines  on  Wednesday  after  Israel  approved  the
transfer through its border with the Hamas Islamist-run territory, Israeli and Palestinian officials said.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-palestinians-vacci-idUSKBN2AH13X

Switzerland Plans Cautious Easing of Pandemic Lockdown From March
Switzerland  plans  to  make  its  first  "cautious  steps"  towards  ending  its  coronavirus  lockdown  next
month, the government said on Wednesday, contrasting with neighbours that are sticking with many
restrictions. In the first step, shops, museums and libraries are due to reopen from March 1. Zoos,
gardens  and  sports  facilities  will  also  be  reopened,  with  a  final  decision  to  come  on  Feb.  24.
Ministers have been caught being caught between health experts supporting stricter limits and
struggling businesses calling for a reopening, but a easing in the number of infections has allowed
the  government  to  change  course.  "The  efforts  of  the  last  few  months  are  now  paying  off,  the
population  has  been  very  disciplined,"  said  Health  Minister  Alain  Berset.
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-02-17/switzerland-plans-cautious-easing-of-pandemic-lockdown-fr
om-march
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Covid: Boris Johnson to focus on 'data, not dates' for lockdown easing
Boris Johnson says it is "absolutely right" to take a "data not dates" approach to leaving lockdown,
stressing England will ease measures "cautiously". The prime minister said he would set out "what
we can" in a road map for easing restrictions on Monday. "We want to be going one way from now
on, based on the incredible vaccination rollout," he said. It follows a call from scientists for a data-led
approach to lifting measures. Speaking at a mass vaccination centre in Cwmbran, south Wales, Mr
Johnson said relaxation of measures would be done in "stages" and that the reopening of hospitality
was one of the last things to return after the first lockdown.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56095552

New prime minister, Mario Draghi, vows to speed up Italy's Covid vaccinations
Italy’s  new prime minister,  Mario  Draghi,  has  pledged to  speed up  the  country’s  coronavirus
vaccination programme as he presented his government’s priorities before a confidence vote in the
upper house of parliament on Wednesday. In his much-anticipated maiden speech, Draghi, who was
sworn  into  office  on  Saturday,  said  the  government’s  first  duty  was  to  “fight  the  pandemic  by  all
means and safeguard the lives  of  citizens”.  His  promise  came after  Italy  recorded 336 more
coronavirus deaths on Tuesday, bringing the total to 94,171 – the highest in Europe after the UK –
and amid concerns over rapidly spreading Covid-19 variants. “The virus is everyone’s enemy,”
Draghi said. “It is in memory of those who are no longer here that our commitment grows”.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/17/new-prime-minister-mario-draghi-vows-to-speed-up-italys-covid-vac
cinations

‘India’s COVID-19 infections grossly underestimated’
India’s southern state of Karnataka alone may have had 31.5 million cases of COVID-19 or nearly 95
times greater than have been reported, says a new study that puts a question mark on the 10
million plus cases reported for the whole country so far. Published this month in the Journal of the
American Medical Association, the study is based on data collected from a representative sample of
households in 20 districts of Karnataka, home to 70 million of India’s 1.3 billion people. As of
Monday,  15  February,  according  to  Worldometers,  India  had  recorded  10,916,589  cases  of
COVID-19, second only to the US with 28,261,470 cases. Brazil came in third with 9,834,513 cases.
https://www.scidev.net/global/news/indias-covid-19-infections-grossly-underestimated/

Australia's second-largest city comes out of 3rd lockdown
Melbourne will relax its third lockdown on Wednesday after authorities contained the spread of a
COVID-19 cluster  centered on hotel  quarantine.  The Victoria  state government has yet  to say
whether spectators will be allowed to return to the Australian Open tennis tournament under the
same conditions as before the five-day lockdown. Health authorities will soon settle on a final crowd
figure for the final days of the tournament, Victoria Premier Daniel Andrews said.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/australias-secondlargest-city-comes-out-of-3rd-lockdown-melbourne-daniel-andr
ews-australia-city-ap-b1803224.html

New Zealand ends lockdown after deciding outbreak contained
A lockdown in the New Zealand city of Auckland will end at midnight, the government announced
Wednesday after concluding a coronavirus outbreak had been contained. “This is good news,” Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said. The move to end the lockdown came as health authorities said the
outbreak had grown by three cases to six in total. But Ardern said the additional cases were to be
expected because they involved close contacts. Ramped-up testing indicates the outbreak hasn’t
spread far.
https://apnews.com/70a1da6f3471990b915552f81929c90b

Ukraine extends COVID-19 lockdown but some regions can ease up
Ukraine will prolong a lockdown until the end of April but will allow regions with fewer COVID-19
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cases to ease restrictions, Prime Minister Denys Shmygal said on Wednesday. Regions will be put
into green, yellow, orange and red zones depending on the scale of new infections, he told a
televised cabinet meeting.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-ukraine-lockdown-idUSL8N2KN2EP

Vaccination about to pick up pace in Germany - health minister
Italy’s  new prime minister,  Mario  Draghi,  has  pledged to  speed up  the  country’s  coronavirus
vaccination programme as he presented his government’s priorities before a confidence vote in the
upper house of parliament on Wednesday. In his much-anticipated maiden speech, Draghi, who was
sworn  into  office  on  Saturday,  said  the  government’s  first  duty  was  to  “fight  the  pandemic  by  all
means and safeguard the lives  of  citizens”.  His  promise  came after  Italy  recorded 336 more
coronavirus deaths on Tuesday, bringing the total to 94,171 – the highest in Europe after the UK –
and amid concerns over rapidly spreading Covid-19 variants. “The virus is everyone’s enemy,”
Draghi said. “It is in memory of those who are no longer here that our commitment grows”.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-germany-vaccine/vaccination-about-to-pick-up-pace-in-germany-h
ealth-minister-idUSL8N2KN33E

‘Wildly unfair’: UN boss says 10 nations used 75% of all vaccines
The  United  Nations  chief  has  sharply  criticised  the  “wildly  uneven  and  unfair”  distribution  of
COVID-19  vaccines,  pointing  out  that  just  10  countries  have  administered  75  percent  of  all
vaccinations. Addressing a high-level meeting of the UN Security Council on Wednesday, Antonio
Guterres said 130 countries have not received a single dose of vaccine. “At this critical moment,
vaccine equity is the biggest moral test before the global community,” he said. Guterres called for
an urgent Global Vaccination Plan to bring together those with the power to ensure fair vaccine
distribution – scientists, vaccine producers and those who can fund the effort – to ensure all people
in every nation get inoculated as soon as possible. The secretary-general further called on the
world’s leading economic powers in the Group of 20 to establish an emergency task force that
should have the capacity to bring together “the pharmaceutical companies and key industry and
logistics actors”. Guterres said a meeting on Friday of the Group of Seven top industrialised nations
“can create the momentum to mobilise the necessary financial resources”.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/17/un-chief-urges-global-plan-to-reverse-unfair-vaccine-access

Brussels gives vaccine strategy an injection
The European Commission on Wednesday moved to give its slow-rolling vaccine strategy a booster
shot. Battered after weeks of criticism over production delays and other missteps, Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen laid out her long-term vaccine promises. She vowed to speed up the
approval  of  vaccines  to  fight  new  coronavirus  variants  and  expand  genomic  sequencing  of  those
variants. She pledged to look into an EU-wide emergency authorization process to more swiftly
approve other vaccines. She talked about a new “clinical trial network” and said the EU would buy
more vaccines overall through the bloc’s joint procurement program. But what von der Leyen could
not — and did not — promise was to immediately make more vaccines available to citizens whom
she admitted were rightly frustrated that other countries like the U.K. and Israel have raced ahead.
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-commission-coronavirus-vaccine-strategy-boost-ursula-von-der-leyen-stella-k
yriakides-thierry-breton/

Colombia, Mexico roll out vaccine, Brazil suffers shortages
Head nurse Veronica Luz Machado, who for months has battled the coronavirus pandemic from an
intensive  care  unit  in  the  northern  Colombian  city  of  Sincelejo,  became  the  first  person  in  the
Andean country to receive a COVID-19 vaccine on Wednesday. Beginning with Machado, Colombia
will kick off its plan to immunise 35.2 million people with vaccines acquired through a raft of bilateral
deals as well as the World Health Organization-backed COVAX mechanism. “The pandemic really
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changed our lives completely, particularly for me and my colleagues, because we were facing an
unknown virus, we didn’t know how to respond,” Machado, who works at Hospital Universitario, said
in a government broadcast earlier this week, before receiving the first shot of Pfizer-BioNTech’s two-
dose vaccine. “It’s a risk that health workers face every day when we leave our homes to come to
work in what we enjoy, in what we are passionate about. I was very afraid,” Machado, a nurse for
more than two decades, added.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/17/colombia-rolls-out-vaccine-brazils-campaign-halted

FDA could reject AstraZeneca’s COVID vaccine on efficacy and manufacturing shortfalls:
analyst
It was bad enough when a study released last week concluded that AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine
was largely ineffective against the aggressive B.1.351 variant that recently emerged in South Africa.
Now, analysts are wondering whether inconsistent manufacturing of the vaccine for the clinical trials
may have muddied the results—concerns that could give the FDA pause when considering the
vaccine for emergency use. That was the conclusion of a note SVB Leerink analysts sent to clients
Wednesday,  in  which  they  laid  out  both  the  bear  and  bull  cases  for  FDA  authorization  of
AstraZeneca’s COVID vaccine. The bottom line? The bear case is worrisome, they said. One major
concern SVB Leerink cited is that AstraZeneca is manufacturing its vaccine on a “distributed” basis,
meaning it’s not centralized, but spread over multiple sites and contract partners. The material used
to make the vaccine for the South Africa trial came from a company in India, and it’s not clear where
it was manufactured or whether the results from that trial truly reflect the properties of the vaccine
that’s being developed for the U.S.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/fda-could-reject-astra-zeneca-s-covid-vaccine-efficacy-and-manufacturing-sho
rtfalls-analyst

Pfizer, Moderna pledge more mRNA vaccine doses to Europe after AZ supply concerns
After a coronavirus vaccine supply feud between top officials in Europe and COVID-19 vaccine player
AstraZeneca, officials there are doubling down on their purchase of an alternative technology. This
week,  the  bloc  finalized  the  purchase  of  350  million  additional  mRNA  vaccine  doses.  Pfizer  and
BioNTech struck a deal with the European Commission to supply 200 million more doses of their
mRNA-based COVID-19 vaccine,  Corminaty,  to  the European Union,  with  the option to  sell  an
additional 100 million doses at a later date. The move comes after a factory upgrade in Belgium
prompted the  companies  to  temporarily  reduce  shipments  with  an  eye  on  delivering  "significantly
more" doses in the second quarter. The sale comes on top of 300 million Comirnaty doses the
partners sold to the EU in November, bringing the bloc's total order up to 500 million shots. The new
200-million-dose tranche will be rolled out in 2021, with some 75 million doses pegged for delivery
in the second quarter.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/manufacturing/pfizer-and-moderna-ramp-up-covid-19-vaccine-orders-europe

Maintaining Services

Covid-19: NI vaccination programme extended to carers
Northern Ireland's Covid-19 vaccination programme has been extended to include carers and more
people with underlying health conditions. The vaccine rollout will be divided between GP practices
and the seven regional vaccination centres. Northern Ireland's vaccine rollout is running weeks
ahead of schedule, Health Minister Robin Swann has said. On Wednesday, the Department of Health
recorded six more Covid-19 related deaths, taking its death toll to 2,015.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-56102348

German vaccination programme accelerating, but variants raise stakes: minister
Germany is set to speed up its vaccination programme, but even with declining case numbers the
rapid spread of more infectious variants of the coronavirus means nobody should drop their guard,
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Health Minister Jens Spahn said on Wednesday. Spahn told a news conference that Germany would
have received a total of 10 million vaccine doses by the end of next week. Some 4 million people,
mostly carers and care home residents, have so far been vaccinated. He added that a government
programme to  offer  everyone free,  rapid  antigen coronavirus  tests  from March,  financed from the
public purse, would also help slow the spread of the virus. The German government has faced
criticism for its relatively slow pace of vaccinations, and business is increasingly impatient for an
easing of the lockdown, now in its fourth month, especially with case numbers drifting downwards.
While vaccination was voluntary, Spahn urged the public to take up the offer of a jab: "If you wait,
you risk serious illness," he said.
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/german-vaccination-programme-accelerating-but-variants-raise-stakes-minis
ter-553356/

Boris told not to lift lockdown quickly as NHS at capacity ‘for six more weeks’
The NHS is expected to remain at full capacity for at least another six weeks, warned a leading
health  official  who  urged  the  prime  minister  not  to  ease  lockdown  yet.  Chief  Executive  of  NHS
Providers,
https://metro.co.uk/2021/02/17/boris-told-not-to-lift-lockdown-quickly-as-nhs-at-capacity-for-six-more-weeks-1409509
3/

Scottish pupils to begin returning to school from Monday
Pupils  in  Scotland  will  begin  returning  to  schools  from Monday,  Scottish  First  Minister  Nicola
Sturgeon said, but the move would mean wider COVID-19 lockdown restrictions may have to stay in
place longer. Sturgeon announced that a phased return would go ahead as previously planned with
some age groups allowed to return next week, and others dependent on the success of that move
and data on overall infection rates. “We are very deliberately choosing to use the very limited
headroom we have right now to get at least some children back to school, because children’s
education and wellbeing is such an overriding priority,” she told the Scottish parliament on Tuesday.
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-scotland/scottish-pupils-to-begin-returning-to-school-from-mon
day-idUSKBN2AG1PY

Johnson & Johnson has only a few million COVID vaccine doses in stock as likely launch
nears
Johnson & Johnson has only a few million doses of its experimental COVID-19 vaccine in its inventory
even as likely U.S. regulatory authorization is only a few weeks away, White House officials said on
Wednesday. J&J remains committed to providing 100 million doses by June but deliveries are likely to
be  “back-end  loaded”  as  J&J  works  with  the  U.S.  government  to  boost  supply,  Jeffrey  Zients,  the
White House’s COVID-19 response coordinator, said during a press call. “Across the last few weeks
we’ve learned that there is not a big inventory of Johnson and Johnson. There’s a few million doses
that we’ll start with,” Zients said.
https://in.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-white-house/johnson-johnson-has-only-a-few-million-covid-19-vac
cine-doses-in-stock-as-likely-launch-nears-idINKBN2AH2DD

In Naples, Muslim families struggle to bury coronavirus victims
When Ahmed Aden Mohamed brought his mother, Zahra Gassim Alio, to the hospital with knee pain,
he never imagined that it would be the last time he saw her alive. After a series of complications,
Alio was exposed to the coronavirus and she died soon after. When he went to the hospital to collect
her body, Mohamed realised how complicated it would be to lay her to rest. Since his city of Naples,
in southern Italy,  did not have a Muslim cemetery, he was faced with a difficult  decision: have his
mother’s body cremated, which is forbidden in Islam, or bury her in one of the two closest Muslim
cemeteries, both of which are about 150km (93 miles) away. The lack of a Muslim cemetery in
Naples,  Italy’s  third-largest  city,  and  one  with  a  fast-growing  Muslim community,  has  been a
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challenge for many families for several years. But the coronavirus pandemic has made things even
harder.
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/2/17/no-place-to-rest-muslims-left-without-burial-spaces-in-naples

Brazil’s coronavirus vaccine rollout beset by supply problems
Authorities in Rio de Janeiro and several other Brazilian cities have said they would pause some
coronavirus jabs because of a shortage of vaccines, as supply bottlenecks threaten to slow the
inoculation programme in Latin America’s largest nation. A number of municipalities including Rio,
home  to  6.7m  people,  have  in  recent  days  paused  first  injections  —  or  said  they  intend  to  —
because of a lack of supply, with priority given to those waiting for a second shot. Salvador, home to
almost 3m residents, has suspended first vaccine doses for health workers and the elderly. “We are
waiting for a new delivery from the federal government so we can proceed with the vaccination
schedule in our city,” Bruno Reis, Salvador’s mayor, tweeted this week.
https://www.ft.com/content/5e87e275-ca37-4e4c-ae4c-6b21c15c0d11

Healthcare Innovations

Study Investigates COVID-19 in Pregnant Patients with Rheumatologic Disease
A new study has found that among patients with rheumatologic disease, pregnancy is not associated
with  increased  self-reported  COVID-19,  but  is  associated  with  a  shorter  duration  of  COVID-19
symptoms and a higher prevalence of loss of smell or taste. The study, by researchers from Hospital
for  Special  Surgery  (HSS),  in  New  York  City,  appears  online  first  in  the  journal  Arthritis  Care  &
Research.
https://apnews.com/press-release/pr-newswire/pandemics-public-health-new-york-pregnancy-and-childbirth-coronavir
us-pandemic-acc3fa9cbfc8f1f2c6d6b0f4a0d1af99

Covid-19: World's first human trials given green light in UK
Healthy, young volunteers will be infected with coronavirus to test vaccines and treatments in the
world's first Covid-19 "human challenge" study, which will take place in the UK. The study, which has
received ethics approval, will start in the next few weeks and recruit 90 people aged 18-30. They will
be exposed to the virus in a safe and controlled environment while medics monitor their health. The
UK has given doses of a Covid vaccine to more than 15 million people. Human challenge studies
have played a vital  role in pushing the development of  treatments for  a number of  diseases,
including malaria, typhoid, cholera and flu.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-56097088

Pregnancy tied to estimated 70% higher COVID-19 rate
Pregnant women in Washington state were infected with COVID-19 at a 70% higher rate than others
of similar ages, with nonwhite women shouldering a disproportionate burden, according to a study
published yesterday in the American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology. Noting that population-
based estimates of coronavirus infections in pregnancy are unreliable due to incomplete recording
of pregnancy status or inclusion of only hospitalized patients, a team led by researchers from the
University of Washington in Seattle analyzed data from 240 pregnant COVID-19 patients at 35
healthcare systems, capturing 61% of the state's annual births, from Mar 1 to Jun 30, 2020.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/02/pregnancy-tied-estimated-70-higher-covid-19-rate

In lab experiment, Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine less potent against coronavirus variant
The Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine loses some potency against the coronavirus variant that first
appeared in South Africa, researchers reported Wednesday, based on lab experiments. What the
findings mean for how well  the vaccine will  protect real people from the variant, called B.1.351, is
hard to tell. But clinical data from three other vaccines — those from AstraZeneca, Novavax, and
Johnson & Johnson — have already shown the shots are not as powerful at blocking symptomatic
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Covid-19 cases caused by B.1.351 as by other forms of the virus. In the new study, which was
published  Wednesday  in  the  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine,  researchers  from Pfizer,  BioNTech,
and the University of Texas Medical Branch examined how well blood taken from people who had
received  the  companies’  shot  fought  off  a  virus  engineered  to  have  the  key  mutations  found  in
B.1.351. They reported that there was about a two-thirds drop in neutralization power against the
variant compared to other forms of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/02/17/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-less-potent-against-coronavirus-variant/
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