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Isolation Tips

Mitigating Covid’s unequal impact on the workforce’s mental health
When the Covid crisis hit in March 2020, many claimed the virus didn’t discriminate but, as the
pandemic has swept over the nation, it’s clear the impact is being felt differently. Nuffield Health’s
recent white paper,  for  example,  discusses how several  societal  groups are at  greater  risk of
experiencing mental ill-health in the wake of Covid. However, the situation marks an opportunity to
bring about permanent positive change. So how can businesses make sure their mental health
support offering is relevant and accessible to address the challenges now and in the future?
https://www.peoplemanagement.co.uk/voices/comment/mitigating-covids-unequal-impact-on-the-workforces-mental-
health#gref

Mid and East Antrim network’s new tackling loneliness campaign
In  Northern  Ireland,  a  new seven-week  awareness  campaign  to  help  combat  isolation  in  the
community has been launched by the Mid and East Antrim (MEA) Loneliness Network. The network is
a collaboration of organisations committed to addressing vulnerabilities in people of all ages and
from all walks of life. The initiative comes when the impact of loneliness has been more widely felt
right across society during the Covid-19 crisis with the British Red Cross recently calling on the
Northern Ireland Executive to develop a cross-departmental strategy to tackle the problem.
https://www.larnetimes.co.uk/health/mid-and-east-antrim-networks-new-tackling-loneliness-campaign-3166082

Campaign to tackle loneliness in Staffordshire launches
The new ‘Let’s  Beat Loneliness Together’  campaign by Staffordshire County Council  will  help raise
awareness of the issue and promote the services available to those affected by it. The campaign will
also support those individuals or volunteers who want to do something themselves to help reduce
loneliness in their local community. A residents survey carried out by the county council in January
2021 about the Covid-19 pandemic highlighted that loneliness over the past twelve months and the
restrictions was a concern for many. 80% of those questioned said that not seeing wider family and
friends was an issue and 55% said they felt concerned about vulnerable family and friends.
https://www.tamworthinformed.co.uk/loneliness-staffordshire/

Covid singles are supposedly lonely and miserable. But some of us are thriving instead
Bella DePaulo is the author of “Singled Out: How Singles Are Stereotyped, Stigmatized, and Ignored,
and Still Live Happily Ever After”. She writes: "I’m single. I always have been. I also live alone.
Because of the pandemic, I have not stepped foot in a restaurant or even a grocery store for nearly
a year. Apparently, I am supposed to be suffering." "I fully acknowledge that for some single people,
the pandemic has been a miserable experience (as it also has for many couples and families). But I
am not one of  them. Sure,  I  miss meeting my friends at restaurants and movie theaters and
meandering  through crowded farmers  markets,  and  I  would  love  to  go  get  my own damned
groceries.  I  have  also  lost  a  substantial  chunk  of  income.  But  in  other  ways,  I  am doing  fine,  and
nothing about the pandemic, not even after all this time, has made me yearn to be coupled or to
even live with other humans."
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/covid-singles-are-supposedly-lonely-miserable-some-us-are-thriving-ncna126
1021
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For the first time in decades, vaccines are having a moment. Will it last?
Rupali Limaye got her first dose of Covid-19 vaccine a couple of weeks ago. “I bawled,” she admitted
without the slightest hint of embarrassment. It so happens that Limaye is a staunch proponent of
vaccination; she works at the International Vaccine Access Center at Johns Hopkins University. But
her reaction is not uncommon. Talk to anyone working in or volunteering at Covid vaccination
clinics, and you’ll hear tales about the joy, the relief, the shedding of the cloak of dread that has
weighed people down during our  difficult  period of  pandemic isolation.  “I  don’t  think many people
felt  grateful  for  vaccines before Covid,”  Ruth Karron,  director  of  the Johns Hopkins Center  for
Immunization Research, told STAT. “I think it is a reset.”
https://www.statnews.com/2021/03/15/for-the-first-time-in-decades-vaccines-are-having-a-moment-will-it-last/

Covid-19 pandemic: Trump urged to encourage supporters to get jabs
The top US infectious disease expert says it would be "a game-changer" if ex-President Donald
Trump  encouraged  Republicans  to  get  the  Covid  vaccine.  "It  will  make  all  the  difference  in  the
world,"  Dr  Anthony  Fauci  told  Fox  News  Sunday.  "He's  a  very  widely  popular  person  among
Republicans." A recent US opinion poll showed as many as 49% of Republican male supporters did
not  want  to  get  vaccinated.  Mr  Trump  last  month  said  "everybody,  go  get  your  shot"  at  a
conservative  forum.  It  was  the  first  time  he  publicly  encouraged  Americans  to  do  so.  He  has  not
commented on the issue since then.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-56397150

Pfizer's  COVID-19 vaccine faced EMA manufacturing concerns ahead of  emergency nod:
report
About  a  month  before  Pfizer  and  BioNTech  won  an  emergency  nod  for  their  COVID-19  vaccine  in
Europe,  regulators  raised  flags  about  lower-than-expected  levels  of  intact  mRNA  in  commercial
batches, the BMJ reports. The European Medicines Agency outlined “a significant difference" in the
RNA in clinical batches and the proposed commercial batches, according to information leaked from
an EMA cyberattack in December, which the BMJ subsequently reviewed. While the production issue
has since been resolved—and Pfizer's vaccine has since won approval in Europe—the leaks show the
“complexities of quality assurance” for mRNA vaccines, especially with regards to RNA instability,
the BMJ said.  It’s  an issue that affects all  mRNA developers,  including Moderna and CureVac.  That
instability is the reason for the shots’ frigid cold chain requirements and the need to encapsulate
mRNA in lipid nanoparticles, BMJ said.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/manufacturing/pfizer-s-covid-19-vaccine-subject-to-ema-manufacturing-concerns-ahe
ad-december

How TikTok is helping demystify the science around Covid-19
The researcher has become a sensation on our platform with more than 212,500 followers; her
videos have amassed nearly three million likes. In them, Dr Blakney shows how the vaccines are
actually  made  and  tested  in  the  lab,  she  demystifies  the  science  around  the  coronavirus  and
debunks myths about the vaccine’s risks and effectiveness – sometimes involving a dance challenge
simultaneously, and often with addictively catchy soundtracks that make learning about vaccines a
seat-dancing experience.
https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/tiktok/tiktok-demystify-science-coronavirus-covid19-b923846.html

Czech Republic: What’s behind world’s worst COVID infection rate?
With a population of 10.7 million and about 1.4 million COVID cases to date, the Czech Republic has
the highest per capita infection rate in the world. Its death toll – a grim 22,000 people – is also
concerning. On March 1, Prime Minister Andrej Babis introduced the strictest lockdown so far. People
are banned from travelling within the country, between districts, and cannot visit one another. All
retailers, except essential shops such as supermarkets, are closed. The surge in cases comes as the
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so-called Kent-variant, a highly infectious strain first discovered in the UK, makes it way through the
country, pushing Czech hospitals and the economy to the brink of collapse. Leading expert in viral
sequencing, Jan Pačes from the Academy of Sciences, talks to Al Jazeera about the severity of the
pandemic and calls on the government to take stricter precautions.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/15/czech-republic-whats-behind-worlds-worst-covid-infection-rate

Community Activities

To help people find Covid-19 vaccines, Facebook debuts new features
Facebook is rolling out a handful of new tools on its platforms to help people get vaccinated against
Covid-19. The tech giant, which owns Instagram and WhatsApp, announced on Monday that it will
use its platforms to help assist users in learning more about Covid-19 vaccines, including where and
when they can get vaccinated. "Now that many countries are moving towards vaccinations for all
adults, we're working on tools to make it easier for everyone to get vaccinated as well," Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg wrote in prepared remarks posted to the social media platform on Monday.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/03/15/health/covid-19-vaccine-facebook-tool-wellness-bn/index.html

Hungarian far-right party protests lockdown
Demonstrators in Hungary’s capital broke a ban on public gatherings on Monday to demand an end
to the country’s lockdown restrictions, even as a surge in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
sweeps the country. The demonstration was organized by a far-right party, Mi Hazank Mozgalom
(Our Homeland Movement), and joined by some 1,000 people. The group broke through a police
cordon and marched to Hungary’s  parliament in  central  Budapest.  They demanded an end to
pandemic restrictions that have been in effect for more than four months and have placed a heavy
burden on the country’s economy.
https://apnews.com/article/hungary-budapest-coronavirus-pandemic-economy-ecd0b637126258601ca249f35b5b874
3

Facebook to label vaccine posts to combat COVID-19 misinfo
Facebook  is  adding  informational  labels  to  posts  about  vaccines  as  it  expands  efforts  to  counter
COVID-19-related  misinformation  flourishing  on  its  platforms.  CEO Mark  Zuckerberg  said  in  a  blog
post Monday that labels will contain “credible information” about the vaccines from the World Health
Organization.  They  will  be  in  English  and  five  other  languages,  with  more  languages  added  in
coming weeks. “For example, we’re adding a label on posts that discuss the safety of COVID-19
vaccines that notes COVID-19 vaccines go through tests for safety and effectiveness before they’re
approved,” Zuckerberg said.
https://apnews.com/article/business-misinformation-coronavirus-pandemic-mark-zuckerberg-55583cb7cee4e6966f49f
8604d76a081

Community projects to help Lewisham recover from Covid-19
Community projects that will help Lewisham recover from the Covid-19 pandemic will be able to bid
for community infrastructure levy (CIL) funding from May this year. Councils can apply a levy to
developments in the borough – the money is to mitigate their impact and goes towards improving
local infrastructure. An open call for projects is set to be launched in mid to late May of this year and
will run for eight to ten weeks.
https://londonnewsonline.co.uk/community-projects-to-help-lewisham-recover-from-covid-19/

Exclusive: Regular booster vaccines are the future in battle with COVID-19 virus, top
genome expert says
Regular booster vaccines against the novel coronavirus will be needed because of mutations that
make it more transmissible and better able to evade human immunity, the head of Britain’s effort to
sequence the virus’s genomes told Reuters. Sharon Peacock, who heads COVID-19 Genomics UK
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(COG-UK) which has sequenced nearly half of all the novel coronavirus genomes so far mapped
globally, said international cooperation was needed in the “cat and mouse” battle with the virus.
“We have to appreciate that we were always going to have to have booster doses; immunity to
coronavirus doesn’t last forever,” Peacock told Reuters at the non-profit Wellcome Sanger Institute’s
55-acre campus outside Cambridge.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-peacock-ex-idUSKBN2B70V2

Addiction and behavioral health care workers should have access to Covid-19 testing and
vaccines
At the beginning of the pandemic, the U.S. government and private organizations rushed to support
health care workers — and rightfully so — with massive ramp-ups in making available personal
protective equipment and testing supplies to ensure that frontline workers had the resources they
needed to keep themselves, their patients, and their families as safe as possible. These providers
have been now been given priority to get the Covid-19 vaccines that are being rolled out across the
country. But one group of health care workers has been excluded from these efforts: those who work
in behavioral health and addiction treatment centers.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/03/15/addiction-behavioral-health-care-workers-should-have-access-to-covid-19-testi
ng-and-vaccines/

Working Remotely

Government policy on remote working could hurt flexibility and deter investment
Melanie Crowley is head of employment law at Mason, Hayes & Curran. She comments: "Balancing
employment rights with international competitiveness is a key task of any government. That balance
seems badly askew in the Government’s National Remote Work Strategy published recently. There
are two key cornerstones to the Government’s strategy – the intention to legislate for the right to
request remote working and the intention to issue a code of practice around the right to disconnect."
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/work/government-policy-on-remote-working-could-hurt-flexibility-and-deter-inve
stment-1.4508818

'I don't have to choose between lifestyle and career.' How remote work changed these
people's lives
It's been a year since companies across the globe sent employees home to work as the pandemic
spread. While many businesses were forced to shut down permanently, remote work enabled others
to survive, and even thrive in some cases. As a result, many employers have decided to offer more
flexibility when it comes to where and when their employees work. Andrew Hewitt, a senior analyst
at  market research firm Forrester,  expects about 60% of  companies to offer a hybrid work model,
while 10% will be fully remote. And while working from home comes with its fair share of challenges,
it's also provided some workers the opportunity to make some life-changing decisions.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/15/success/remote-work-changed-lives-pandemic/index.html

Virtual Classrooms

How the pandemic is reshaping education
The coronavirus pandemic upended almost every aspect of school at once. It was not just the move
from classrooms to computer screens. It tested basic ideas about instruction, attendance, testing,
funding, the role of technology and the human connections that hold it all together. A year later, a
rethinking is underway, with a growing sense that some changes may last. “There may be an
opportunity to reimagine what schools will look like,” Education Secretary Miguel Cardona told The
Washington Post. “It’s always important we continue to think about how to evolve schooling so the
kids get the most out of it.” Others in education see a similar opening. The pandemic pointed anew
to glaring inequities of race, disability and income. Learning loss is getting new attention. Schools
with poor ventilation systems are being slotted for upgrades. Teachers who made it through a crash
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course in teaching virtually are finding lessons that endure.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/03/15/pandemic-school-year-changes/

What does educational innovation look like in the post-Covid world?
There is a growing sense that education is on the cusp of significant change. Anthony Seldon’s book,
The  Fourth  Education  Revolution,  offers  a  compelling  vision  for  the  ways  in  which  artificial
intelligence  will  transform  our  schools  and  universities,  enabling  a  more  personalised  digital
experience that will free up teacher time to focus on the emotional, social and physical development
of our students. Seldon’s book was published in 2018, in that heady pre-Covid era in which Zoom
and Teams were barely in our peripheral vision. Over the last decade, most schools have come a
very long way to build capacity and develop expertise in digital learning; however, it has been the
more  recent  and  pressing  necessities  of  Covid  that  will  have  a  lasting  and  significant  impact  on
education.
https://ie-today.co.uk/comment/what-does-educational-innovation-look-like-in-the-post-covid-world/

The Cost Of COVID: One Year In The Virtual Classroom
Teachers across Connecticut have started to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. And while vaccination
brings a sense of hope, it doesn’t erase the traumas they and their students have experienced over
the last year of teaching -- a time when many educators had to reinvent what it meant to be in
school. “This is really one of the few professions where we’ve really turned around what we’ve
done,” said Claudia Tenaglia, a middle school social studies teacher in Hartford. Tenaglia is one of
the many educators across the world who were thrown into disarray when teaching went virtual. In
Connecticut, the shift happened on March 15, 2020, when Gov. Ned Lamont ordered all schools
around the state to shut down as the coronavirus threat grew. At that time, the shutdown was
expected to last only two weeks. But it turned out to be just the start to a yearlong journey.
https://www.wnpr.org/post/cost-covid-one-year-virtual-classroom

Public Policies

Exclusive: Mexico focuses vaccine loan request on U.S. stockpile of AstraZeneca doses
Portugal extended a ban on flights to and from Britain and Brazil by another two weeks on Monday
to March 31, with only humanitarian and repatriation flights allowed, the interior ministry said in a
statement.  Direct commercial  or private flights to and from the countries have been banned since
January to limit the spread of novel coronavirus variants. As of March 7, passengers flying indirectly
to Portugal from Britain or Brazil have also had to present a negative COVID-19 test taken 72 hours
before departure and quarantine for two weeks upon arrival.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-mexico-usa-exclusi/exclusive-mexico-focuses-vaccine-loan-req
uest-on-u-s-stockpile-of-astrazeneca-doses-idUSKBN2B72RB?il=0

Germany,  Italy,  France suspend AstraZeneca shots amid safety fears,  disrupting EU
vaccinations
Portugal extended a ban on flights to and from Britain and Brazil by another two weeks on Monday
to March 31, with only humanitarian and repatriation flights allowed, the interior ministry said in a
statement.  Direct commercial  or private flights to and from the countries have been banned since
January to limit the spread of novel coronavirus variants. As of March 7, passengers flying indirectly
to Portugal from Britain or Brazil have also had to present a negative COVID-19 test taken 72 hours
before departure and quarantine for two weeks upon arrival.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus/germany-italy-france-suspend-astrazeneca-shots-amid-safety-f
ears-disrupting-eu-vaccinations-idUSKBN2B722U

Most of Italy to shut down to tackle rising Covid-19 cases
The entire country will be put on lockdown for three days over the Easter weekend says Italy's
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leaders.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p099pb6p

Covid-19:  Government's  failure  to  share  data  and  face  scrutiny  have  undermined
response, say MPs
The UK government’s failure to share the data behind its decisions during the covid pandemic it
likely  to  have  undermined  its  response  and  placed  a  “needless  strain  on  public  confidence,”  MPs
have  said  in  a  damning  report.  The  Public  Administration  and  Constitutional  Affairs  Committee
emphasised the importance of publishing the data used to justify policy decisions and accused the
government of wilfully evading scrutiny. Looking to the next few months, the committee said the
government must now provide “absolute clarity” on the data underpinning the easing of restrictions
to “live up to the prime minister’s commitment to ‘data, not dates.’” The government must also stop
“moving the goalposts” when it comes to lockdown and tiering decisions and should outline, in its
response to this report, the range of data and information it would use to lift current and future
lockdowns, the committee said.
https://www.bmj.com/content/372/bmj.n717

Norway's capital introduces tightest restrictions of pandemic
Norway's capital will close all middle and high schools and limit visitors in private homes to two
people until early April to fight the spread of the coronavirus, the Governing Mayor of Oslo said on
Monday.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-norway/norways-capital-introduces-tightest-restrictions-of-pan
demic-idUSKBN2B72Q7?edition-redirect=in

Brazil signs Pfizer deal for 100 million vaccine doses: source
Brazil  has  signed  a  deal  with  Pfizer  Inc  to  purchase  100  million  doses  of  its  COVID-19  vaccine,  a
person  with  direct  knowledge  of  the  matter  said  on  Monday.  Brazilian  officials  have  flagged  their
interest  in  a  deal  since President  Jair  Bolsonaro joined Pfizer  executives on a  video call  last  week,
burying the hatchet after months of recriminations about stalled negotiations.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-brazil-pfizer/brazil-signs-pfizer-deal-for-100-million-vaccine-dos
es-source-idUSKBN2B72LX?il=0

Thailand clears AstraZeneca use as potential side-effects divide Europe
Thailand will start using the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine on Tuesday after a brief delay over
safety concerns, officials said, with Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and cabinet members due to
be first in line to get shots. Thailand was on Friday the first country outside of Europe to suspend use
of the AstraZeneca shot, on which its mass vaccination campaign is heavily reliant. Authorities in
Ireland, Denmark, Norway, Iceland and the Netherlands have halted their use of the vaccine over
blood  clotting  issues,  while  Indonesia  has  decided  to  hold  off  until  a  World  Health  Organization
review. Thailand has much riding on the vaccine’s safety and efficacy and the country will from June
be  one  of  its  regional  manufacturers.  Thailand  has  reserved  the  first  61  million  doses  for  its
population.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand-idUKKBN2B70HV?taid=604f0718b7d77200018e5205
&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter

Maintaining Services

US Prison Guards Refusing Vaccine Despite COVID-19 Outbreaks
In Massachusetts, more than half the people employed by the Department of Correction declined to
be immunized. A statewide survey in California showed that half of all correction employees will wait
to  be  vaccinated.  In  Rhode  Island,  prison  staff  have  refused  the  vaccine  at  higher  rates  than  the
incarcerated,  according  to  medical  director  Dr.  Justin  Berk.  And  in  Iowa,  early  polling  among
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employees showed a little more than half the staff said they’d get vaccinated. As states have begun
COVID-19 inoculations at prisons across the country, corrections employees are refusing vaccines at
alarming rates, causing some public health experts to worry about the prospect of controlling the
pandemic both inside and outside. Infection rates in prisons are more than three times as high as in
the general public. Prison staff helped accelerate outbreaks by refusing to wear masks, downplaying
people’s symptoms, and haphazardly enforcing social distancing and hygiene protocols in confined,
poorly ventilated spaces ripe for viral spread.
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-03-15/us-prison-guards-refusing-vaccine-despite-covid-19-o
utbreaks

Montreal pharmacies to begin booking coronavirus vaccine appointments
Quebecers in the Montreal area should be able to book vaccine appointments at local pharmacies
starting Monday as the province continues to expand its COVID-19 immunization campaign. Health
Minister Christian Dubé announced earlier this month that some 350 pharmacies in the Montreal
area will start taking appointments through the province’s vaccine booking portal Monday, with
shots to begin March 22. He said the program will eventually expand to more than 1,400 pharmacies
across the province that will  administer about two million doses. The Montreal region is being
prioritized in part because of the presence of more contagious COVID-19 variants, such as the
B.1.1.7 variant that was first identified in the United Kingdom.
https://globalnews.ca/news/7696546/pharmacy-coronavirus-vaccine-bookings-begin-quebec/

France raises prospect of mandatory Covid-19 jabs for healthcare staff
The French government is making a last push to convince healthcare workers to be vaccinated
against Covid-19, before deciding whether to make the jab mandatory to improve uptake. Olivier
Veran,  health  minister,  has  written  an  open  letter  to  healthcare  workers  urging  them to  get
vaccinated “quickly” to protect “our collective security and the capacity of our health system”. Alain
Fischer, an immunologist who advises the French government on the vaccine rollout, told the Senate
last week that if the pace did not roughly double “in the next 15 days”, the state would have to
discuss making the jab mandatory for workers in the sector.
https://www.ft.com/content/cebe8cf7-fe2c-4420-95d0-0eb32ddb1497

First  Participants  Dosed  in  Phase  1  Study  Evaluating  mRNA-1283,  Moderna’s  Next
Generation COVID-19 Vaccine
Moderna a biotechnology company pioneering messenger RNA (mRNA) therapeutics and vaccines,
today announced that  the first  participants  have been dosed in  the Phase 1 study of  mRNA-1283,
the Company’s next generation COVID-19 vaccine candidate. "We are pleased to begin this Phase 1
study of our next generation COVID-19 vaccine candidate, mRNA-1283," said Stéphane Bancel, Chief
Executive Officer of Moderna. "Our investments in our mRNA platform have enabled us to develop
this next generation vaccine candidate, which is a potential refrigerator-stable vaccine that could
facilitate easier distribution and administration in a wider range of settings, including potentially for
developing countries.
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/first-participants-dosed-phase-1-133100060.html

Coming week will see trickle of COVID-19 vaccine doses before ramp-up
The Public Health Agency of Canada is expecting a smaller-than-normal shipment of COVID-19
vaccines this week, with fewer than 445,000 doses of Pfizer-BioNTech shots scheduled for delivery
over the next seven days. Yet that seeming trickle is set to explode into a full-blown flood starting
the  week  of  March  22  as  the  companies  dramatically  ramp  up  their  deliveries  and  other
pharmaceutical firms start making good on their own promised shipments. The Public Health Agency
says this coming week will be the last in which Canada will receive fewer than 1 million doses over a
seven-day period. Pfizer and BioNTech alone are on tap to deliver more than that each week for the
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foreseeable future.
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/coming-week-will-see-trickle-of-covid-19-vaccine-doses-before-ramp-up-1.
5347241

People aged 50 and over can book Covid-19 vaccinations
Those aged 50 and above can book their Covid-19 vaccination in Northern Ireland, the Department
of Health said. People have the choice of being contacted by their GPs and receiving a jab, or
booking themselves in at one of the seven regional centres, if they have not already been invited to
receive the vaccine by their doctor. Vaccination centres are being migrated to AstraZeneca for first
doses, to maximise use of available Covid-19 vaccine supplies
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/people-aged-50-and-over-can-book-covid-19-vaccinations-
40197100.html

Healthcare Innovations

Covid-19: Evidence does not suggest AstraZeneca jab linked to clots, MHRA says
People should still get their Covid vaccine despite several EU countries pausing use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca  jab  amid  concern  about  blood  clots,  the  UK  medicines  regulator  has  said.  The
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency said evidence "does not suggest" the jab
causes clots. The Netherlands has become the latest country to suspend use of the jab following
reports of serious clotting. But the World Health Organization says there is no reason to stop using it.
Dutch officials said the move was precautionary following reports from Denmark and Norway about
side effects including blood clots. Manufacturer AstraZeneca has said there is no evidence of a link
between the two.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56397592

B117 deadlier than other COVID-19 strains, more data affirm
The B117 COVID-19 variant, which was first identified in the United Kingdom in October 2020, may
pose a 61% higher risk of 28-day mortality, according to a study published today in Nature. The
finding  is  in  line  with  last  week's  BMJ  study  that  reported  B117  had  a  64%  higher  28-day  risk  of
death among people older than 30,  although both studies note absolute 28-day mortality risk
remains  low for  most  populations.  "Crucially,  our  study is  limited to  individuals  tested in  the
community,"  the  researchers  write.  "However,  this  restricted  focus  allows  us  to  capture  the
combined effect of an altered risk of hospitalisation given a positive test and an altered risk of death
given hospitalisation, while only the latter would be measurable in a study of hospitalised patients
only."
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/03/b117-deadlier-other-covid-19-strains-more-data-affirm

Moderna begins testing next-generation coronavirus vaccine
Moderna  Inc  said  on  Monday  it  had  dosed  the  first  participant  in  an  early-stage  study  of  a  new
COVID-19 vaccine candidate that could potentially be stored and shipped in refrigerators instead of
freezers. The company said its new candidate could make it easier for distribution, especially in
developing countries where supply chain issues could hamper vaccination drives.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-moderna-idUSKBN2B71OE
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