
Connecting Communities for COVID19 News
8th Apr 2021

Isolation Tips

How can you make friends while learning virtually at university?
One of the biggest challenges that face university students who are studying virtually is how to
make friends and connect with fellow students. With most classes and social events occurring on
Zoom, opportunities to meet new people can be limited. However, making friends isn’t impossible.
Here, current international students share ways in which they have made friends through their
screens.
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/advice/how-can-you-make-friends-while-learning-virtually-university

Your guide to avoiding Covid-19 when visiting extended family
They can also "visit with unvaccinated people from a single household who are at low risk for severe
COVID-19 disease indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing." But there are exceptions.
If, for example, you're fully vaccinated and visiting ...
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/07/health/visiting-family-indoors-safety-pandemic-wellness/index.html

Loneliness during pandemic ‘greater in areas with more young people’
Levels of loneliness during the Covid-19 pandemic have tended to be greater in areas with high
concentrations of younger people and higher rates of unemployment, new figures suggest. People in
areas with higher crime rates or with higher levels of anxiety were also more likely to report feeling
lonely.  Loneliness  rates  were  lower  in  countryside  areas  compared  with  urban  and  industrial
locations, however.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/loneliness-office-for-national-statistics-hull-england-london-b928246.html

3.7m over-16s in Britain often or always feel lonely, ONS finds
Almost one in 14 people aged 16 or over in Great Britain say they are lonely, up 40% since last
spring,  according  to  the  Office  for  National  Statistics.  Between  April  and  May  last  year  one  in  20
people  aged  16-plus  surveyed  said  they  felt  lonely  “often”  or  “always”,  and  that  increased
significantly between October and February this year to a proportion equating to 3.7 million people.
Vivian Hill,  the chair of the British Psychological Society Covid-19 isolation and confinement group,
said: “The pandemic has just brought it [the loneliness epidemic] into really sharp focus, and it’s
exacerbating the situation."
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/apr/07/37m-over-16s-in-britain-often-or-always-feel-lonely-ons-finds

Hygiene Helpers

Got Your Covid-19 Vaccine? Now Cancel Your Extra Appointments
Pharmacies  and  health  officials  are  making  a  plea  to  Americans  who  received  their  Covid-19
vaccines:  Cancel  the other shots you booked. As vaccine eligibility expands and more places offer
shots, many people are signing up for multiple appointments and not backing out of the ones they
don’t  need.  The  resulting  influx  of  no-shows  is  forcing  vaccine  providers,  from  pharmacies  to
community  clinics,  to  find  last-minute  replacements  so  doses  aren’t  wasted.  In  North  Carolina,  a
county health director has been going door-to-door to find takers for missed slots. A Midwest retailer
shut  down  its  wait  list  and  tasked  employees  with  weeding  out  people  who  made  multiple
appointments. On social media, it is increasingly common to see posts from health departments
offering shots to anyone who can show up at a vaccine site.

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/advice/how-can-you-make-friends-while-learning-virtually-university
https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/07/health/visiting-family-indoors-safety-pandemic-wellness/index.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/loneliness-office-for-national-statistics-hull-england-london-b928246.html
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/apr/07/37m-over-16s-in-britain-often-or-always-feel-lonely-ons-finds


https://www.wsj.com/articles/got-your-covid-19-vaccine-now-cancel-your-extra-appointments-11617796160

COVID-19: Piloting domestic coronavirus passports 'the right thing to do', says vaccines
minister Nadhim Zahawi
Looking at the use of domestic COVID passports for people attending pubs and restaurants is "only
the right thing to do", the vaccines minister has told Sky News. Nadhim Zahawi admitted that
requiring  people  to  show  certification  before  entering  some  venues  "does  throw  up  a  number  of
difficult,  ethical  questions".  But  he  stressed  the  government  would  push  on  with  piloting  a  COVID
passport scheme at events such as the FA Cup final, as he suggested it would be "completely remiss
and irresponsible" of ministers not to trial proposals.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-looking-at-use-of-coronavirus-passports-only-the-right-thing-to-do-says-vaccines-
minister-nadhim-zahawi-12267263

Netherlands to ease lockdown by reopening museums and zoos - ANP News
The  Dutch  government  will  begin  opening  museums  and  zoos  this  month  by  offering  coronavirus
tests before entry, ANP news reported on Tuesday, citing the Health Ministry, in a first easing of far-
reaching lockdown measures. Under current measures, public gatherings of more than two people
are banned, restaurants are allowed to serve only takeaway food, and there is an evening curfew.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-netherlands-lockdown/netherlands-to-ease-lockdown-by-reopenin
g-museums-and-zoos-anp-news-idUSS8N2JJ06H

Boat, snowmobile, camel: vaccine reaches world's far corners
After enduring 40-knot winds and freezing sea spray, jostled health care providers arrived wet and
cold on two Maine islands in the North Atlantic late last month to conduct coronavirus vaccinations.
As they came ashore on Little Cranberry Island, population 65, residents danced with excitement.
“It’s a historic day for the island,” said Kaitlyn Miller, who joined a friend in belting out “I’m not
giving away my shot!” from the Broadway show Hamilton when the crew arrived. Around the world,
it  is  taking extra  effort  and ingenuity  to  ensure  the vaccine gets  to  remote locations.  That  means
shipping it by boat to islands, by snowmobile to Alaska villages and via complex waterways through
the Amazon in Brazil. Before it’s over, drones, motorcycles, elephants, horses and camels will have
been used to deliver it to the world’s far corners, said Robin Nandy, chief of immunization for
UNICEF.
https://apnews.com/article/us-news-alaska-immunizations-coronavirus-pandemic-maine-7f12a1789c096b4a7d883c9d
ff315157

Community Activities

Coronavirus: Irish teachers could strike over vaccine priority
Teaching unions in the Republic of Ireland have said members will be balloted for industrial action,
potentially involving strike action, if the profession is not re-prioritised for Covid-19 vaccination. The
Irish government has changed its strategy to focus on age groups. The Minister for Education Norma
Foley said she understood the news was difficult for teachers. She said evidence showed schools to
be areas of low transmission. The Teachers' Union of Ireland (TUI), the Irish National Teachers'
Organisation (INTO) and the Association of Secondary Teachers in Ireland (ASTI) have been holding
their annual conferences online.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56659569

‘We failed the test’ of COVID-19, says human rights champion
Agnès  Callamard is  best  known for  her  investigation  into  the  killing  of  Saudi  journalist  Jamal
Khashoggi,  and has  made a  career  uncovering extrajudicial  killings.  The French human rights
expert’s focus on rights abuses is taking on new dimensions as she assumes leadership of Amnesty
International and turns her attention to what she says is one of the world’s most pressing issues —
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vaccine equity to end the coronavirus pandemic, which has eroded freedoms globally.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/ap-interview-human-rights-champion-turns-to-vaccine-equity/2021/04
/06/17e69954-973a-11eb-8f0a-3384cf4fb399_story.html

Survey: Even as schools reopen, many students learn remotely
Large numbers of students are not returning to the classroom even as more schools reopen for full-
time, in-person learning, according to a survey released Wednesday by the Biden administration.
The  findings  reflect  a  nation  that  has  been locked in  debate  over  the  safety  of  reopening  schools
during the coronavirus pandemic. Even as national COVID-19 rates continued to ebb in February,
key  measures  around  reopening  schools  barely  budged.  Nearly  46% of  public  schools  offered  five
days a week of in-person learning to all students in February, according to the survey, but just 34%
of students were learning full time in the classroom. The gap was most pronounced among older
K-12 students, with just 29% of eighth graders getting five days a week of learning at school.
https://apnews.com/article/survey-schools-reopen-many-students-still-learn-remotely-e4d47c469e5bbd96868766771
064f620

Working Remotely

Half of UK workers feel they have grown closer to their colleagues during the pandemic –
despite being forced to work separately from their homes.
Research of 2,000 adults currently working remotely revealed 53 per cent believe they now have a
better understanding of their colleagues as human beings.And 43 per cent think it’s easier now to
actually connect with their colleagues than it was when they were in the same office.Over the past
year, workers have bonded by virtually meeting their colleagues’ pets (44 per cent), and by learning
about their interests through their backgrounds on video calls (40 per cent).Almost four in 10 (38 per
cent) even feel they have become closer to those they work with after meeting their family over
video  calls,  while  37  per  cent  have  had  more  opportunities  to  message  about  personal
interests.More than a third (36 per cent) also said informal communication has allowed them to see
more of their colleague’s personalities, which has also helped them to get to know each other.
https://www.scotsman.com/read-this/half-of-uk-workers-feel-they-have-grown-closer-to-their-colleagues-during-the-pa
ndemic-despite-being-forced-to-work-separately-from-their-homes-3192241

Remote working: Where to set up desk space overseas
For more than a year now, many of us have been working from home, and even though many offices
are set to reopen this summer, it looks like remote working – in some form or another – is here to
stay. But why stick to loading up a laptop at home? In our increasingly connected digital world, it’s
easy to stay in touch, opening up options to perform tasks from almost anywhere. Responding to an
increasing demand for ‘workations’, hotels are offering longer stay packages and governments are
even tempting tourists with extended visas.
https://www.independent.co.uk/travel/hotels-covid-algarve-indian-ocean-mauritius-b1827765.html

Remote working during Covid makes it harder to close deals, entrepreneurs say
Salespeople are struggling to close deals during the coronavirus pandemic because remote working
has hindered their ability to build trust, research suggests. The problem is most acute for companies
that sell to other businesses and where negotiations are complex, the study from the University of
Edinburgh Business School and the Economic and Social Research Council found. It has become
more  difficult  to  build  “mutual  understanding”  and  trust,  the  research  found,  which  is  crucial  to
striking deals. With salespeople failing to convert leads, companies could see their cost of acquiring
new customers increase, putting further strains on cash flow.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/remote-working-during-covid-makes-it-harder-to-close-deals-entrepreneurs-say-8q
322tdvr
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5 Ways To Improve Your Home Office For Productivity And Happiness
For many,  a “hybrid model,”  with some time spent working remotely and some time in the office,
might be the best of both worlds. As study from last May found that 55% of workers would prefer a
hybrid model. Company leaders also expect it to become the norm, with 80% believing that many
workers will stay remote at least one day a week, even after the end of the pandemic. Whether you
expect you’ll stay fully remote, or you will transition to a hybrid model, one thing is for sure, you’re
probably  going to  get  some more use out  of  that  home office.  So whether  you’re  hoping to  boost
your productivity, or just make your day at the “office” a little more pleasant, here are five ways to
improve your home office experience.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ashleystahl/2021/04/07/5-ways-to-improve-your-home-office-for-productivity-and-happi
ness/

The hybrid office is here to stay. The shift could be more disruptive than the move to all-
remote work
The post-vaccine workplace is taking shape, and for many it’s going to be a hybrid model, allowing
more remote work but with clear expectations that some days a week will be in the office. Workforce
experts are bracing for a whole new set of post-pandemic upheavals,  in some instances more
transformative than the unplanned move to working from home last March, with some making
efforts  to  avoid  pre-pandemic  remote-work  mistakes.  “In  a  lot  of  ways  it’s  going  to  be  more
disruptive than when we went all remote,” said Brian Kropp, vice president of research at Gartner.
https://www.seattletimes.com/explore/careers/the-hybrid-office-is-here-to-stay-the-shift-could-be-more-disruptive-tha
n-the-move-to-all-remote-work/

A flexible-work expert's No. 1 tip for managers leading remotely
More  than  a  year  into  working  from  home,  many  office  professionals  are  eager  to  continue  their
flexible arrangements after the coronavirus pandemic. According to surveys from Gallup, Pew, PwC
and more, workers and employers alike expect that the future of work will revolve around a hybrid
schedule,  where  people  are  in  the  office  some  days  and  can  work  from anywhere  on  others.  The
flexibility  opens up a  lot  of  potential  for  workers,  but  it  can also  pose a  new set  of  challenges  for
leaders and managers.
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/07/a-flexible-work-experts-no-1-tip-for-managers-leading-remotely.html

Virtual Classrooms

Teachers warn that some students have 'checked out' of school, and it will be hard to get
them back
Toronto-area high school teacher Kirby Mitchell has long focused his attention on students who've
been labelled as having behavioural issues, who are often racialized, marginalized and teetering on
the edge of dropping out of school completely. He works to identify, support and re-engage them in
the school system, and amid COVID-19, he's grown increasingly concerned about them. "Students
that I'm used to seeing wandering the halls, they're no longer there," said Mitchell. "Students I'm
used to seeing acting out in class, they're no longer there." Enrolment figures have fluctuated this
school year, with students who were expected to attend missing from in-person as well as virtual
classes. It's not clear exactly how many are unaccounted for
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/education-pandemic-missing-students-1.5971911

How the COVID-19 pandemic may have changed university teaching and testing for good
As of  mid-March last  year,  governments  worldwide imposed quarantines  and social  distancing
practices as health measures in response to the spread of COVID-19.These restrictions disrupted
millions of  university students'  education worldwide and significantly altered university operations.
Universities changed their teaching, including a rapid switch to online learning. But what will the
long-term  effects  be  of  universities'  new  approaches?  After  this  past  year,  universities  will  revise
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their  contingency  measures.  By  incorporating  online  and  distance  learning  as  crisis  response
measures, universities can normalize this alternative by anticipating future crises.
https://phys.org/news/2021-04-covid-pandemic-university-good.html

After COVID Blew Up Our Assumptions About Digital Learning, Here’s How We Can Move
Forward
In  the  world  of  digital  education,  which  I’ve  devoted  much  of  my  career  to  developing,  we
recognized  as  early  as  March  2020  that  last  year  would  come  to  represent  the  largest-ever  field
experiment ever conducted. So we put some major hypotheses to the test around how we learn best
remotely. Some succeeded, others failed, and we’re just now beginning to unpack the learnings.
This article explores lessons for digital learning with a primary focus on learning in the workplace.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/khurrammasood/2021/04/07/after-covid-blew-up-our-assumptions-about-digital-learning
-heres-how-we-can-move-forward/

Survey: Even as schools reopen, many students learn remotely
Large numbers of students are not returning to the classroom even as more schools reopen for full-
time,  in-person  learning,  according  to  a  survey  released  Wednesday.  The  findings  reflect  a  nation
that  has  been  locked  in  debate  over  the  safety  of  reopening  schools  during  the  coronavirus
pandemic. Even as national COVID-19 rates continued to ebb in February, key measures around
reopening schools barely budged. Nearly 46% of public schools offered five days a week of in-person
learning to all students in February, according to the survey, but just 34% of students were learning
full time in the classroom.
https://apnews.com/article/survey-schools-reopen-many-students-still-learn-remotely-e4d47c469e5bbd96868766771
064f620

Public Policies

The Latest: Puerto Rico to vaccinate anyone 16 and older
Puerto  Rico’s  governor  says  officials  will  start  vaccinating  all  those  16  years  and  older  beginning
Monday,  prompting  celebrations  across  a  U.S.  territory  facing  a  spike  in  coronavirus  cases.
Currently, only people 50 years and older as well as anyone 35 to 49 with chronic health conditions
are authorized to receive a vaccine. Gov. Pedro Pierluisi also announced Wednesday that he is
implementing more stringent measures to fight a recent spike in coronavirus infections. A 10 p.m. to
5 a.m. curfew will go into effect Friday, and businesses will be forced to close by 9 p.m. That is two
hours earlier than has been allowed. Puerto Rico has recorded more than 199,000 coronavirus cases
and more than 2,000 deaths related to COVID-19.
https://apnews.com/a4afc7010f78d79e240eb56b965bc182

Argentina curtails leisure, public transport use after hitting new COVID-19 record
Argentina tightened movement restrictions on Wednesday including curtailing the leisure industry
and blocking nonessential workers from using public transport after the country hit a record number
of COVID-19 infections as it struggles with a second wave of the virus. President Alberto Fernandez
announced a curfew between midnight and 6 a.m., the closure of bars and restaurants at 11 p.m.
and the suspension of operations for casinos, bingo halls and nightclubs in areas of the country with
the highest infection rates. Sports in enclosed spaces with the participation of more than 10 people
were also banned and in the Buenos Aires area, where cases have increased 53% in seven days, all
but essential workers along with teachers and those with special authorisation are prohibited from
using public transport.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-argentina/argentina-curtails-leisure-public-transport-use-after-
hitting-new-covid-19-record-idUSKBN2BU3KI?il=0

Philippines allows use of Sinovac's COVID-19 vaccine for senior citizens
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Philippine health authorities on Wednesday allowed the use of Sinovac's COVID-19 vaccine for some
senior citizens after initially limiting coverage to people aged 18-59 years, as the country battles one
of  Asia's  worst  coronavirus  outbreaks.  The  Department  of  Health  and  the  Food  and  Drug
Administration said they made the decision after receiving the recommendation of the Department
of Science and Technology's vaccine expert panel. Senior citizens can now receive CoronaVac shots
provided there is stringent evaluation of the person's health status and exposure risk, they said in a
statement.
https://www.yahoo.com/news/philippines-allows-sinovacs-covid-19-115340123.html

Africa needs £9bn to buy enough vaccines to stop Covid-19 spread, say World Bank and
IMF
Africa needs around £9bn ($12bn) to buy and distribute Covid-19 vaccines to reach enough people
to stop the coronavirus spreading, according to a new paper by the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. The world's rich G20 countries should also extend a debt moratorium until the end
of the year to help the poorest countries through the pandemic, the paper said. The money needed
by Africa roughly is roughly the same as debt repayments already deferred by 45 of the poorest
countries, the bodies said. Meanwhile a new Rockefeller Foundation report found that moves to
bolster the IMF's emergency reserves could provide billions for poor countries to vaccinate, at no
added cost to rich countries.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/africa-needs-9bn-buy-enough-vaccines-stop-covid-19-
spread-say/

COVID-19: What 'freedom' really looks like come 21 June is a moving target
When Boris Johnson unveiled his four-month roadmap out of lockdown in February, he said the
vaccination programme was "creating a shield around the entire population, which means we are
now travelling on a one-way road to freedom". On Monday, he said the unlocking of our country and
our lives was still  on track as he used the Easter Bank Holiday news conference to confirm shops,
pubs, gyms, hairdressers and restaurants in England will be able to reopen their doors once more
from 12 April. Self-catering holidays will be allowed, and people will again be able to travel around
the country.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-pms-irreversible-roadmap-will-almost-certainly-come-with-a-number-of-strings-at
tached-12267132

German govt welcomes calls for tougher COVID lockdown
BERLIN, April 7 (Reuters) - Any demands for a short, tough lockdown to curb the spread of the
coronavirus are correct as infection rates are too high, a German government spokeswoman said on
Wednesday, adding the number of patients in intensive care is rising.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-germany-lockdown-idUSS8N2E808S

Brazil's Bolsonaro ignores calls for lockdown to slow virus
Brazilian  President  Jair  Bolsonaro  said  on Wednesday there  would  be “no national  lockdown,”
ignoring  growing calls  from health  experts  a  day after  the  nation  saw its  highest  number  of
COVID-19 deaths in 24 hours since the pandemic began. Brazil’s Health Ministry registered 4,195
deaths on Tuesday, becoming the third country to go above that threshold as Bolsonaro’s political
opponents demanded stricter measures to slow down the spread of the virus. “We’re not going to
accept this politics of stay home and shut everything down,” Bolsonaro said, resisting the pressure
in a speech in the city of Chapeco in Santa Catarina state. “There will be no national lockdown.”
https://apnews.com/article/health-brazil-jair-bolsonaro-coronavirus-pandemic-latin-america-6c6b7954d7d10cbc77a4a
70c90d0cfc8

‘Vaccine policy is economic policy,’ IMF chief stresses
Unprecedented policy response and speedy vaccine development helped pull the global economy
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back from the brink last year, but the outlook is still marked by severe uncertainty and increasingly
lopsided access  to  wealth  and opportunity,  the  International  Monetary  Fund’s  (IMF)  managing
director said on Wednesday. “There is light at the end of the tunnel,” IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva
said at a virtual news conference on the second day of the World Bank and IMF’s week-long spring
meetings. “This could have been another Great Depression.”
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/4/7/vaccine-policy-is-economic-policy-imf-chief-stresses

India sees record 115,736 new COVID cases, night curfew in Delhi
India on Wednesday reported a record 115,736 new coronavirus infections, taking the total to more
than 12.8 million cases, data from the health ministry showed. The death toll in the world’s third-
worst-hit nation after the United States and Brazil reached 166,177, including 630 new fatalities, the
most in four days. On Monday, India reported more than 100,000 cases for the first time since the
pandemic began last year. Nearly 97,000 cases were registered on Tuesday. With cases continuing
to surge in many parts of the country, authorities have announced strict restrictions to curb the
spread of the virus. On Tuesday, the capital New Delhi imposed a night curfew from 10pm to 5am
until  April  30, with only essential services or people travelling to and from vaccination centres
allowed on the streets.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/7/india-sees-record-115736-new-covid-cases-night-curfew-in-delhi
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Covid-19: Vaccine supply to increase to 3.9m doses by end of June
The Department of Health has said that it expected to receive 3.9 million Covid-19 vaccine doses in
the next three months, in a significant increase of supply. In figures to be published on Wednesday
afternoon, the department has outlined its projected deliveries for the next three months, a period
which  is  expected  to  see  a  dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of  vaccines  administered.  The
department said however that the numbers are contingent on suppliers fulfilling their commitments
– something that has repeatedly not happened with the Astrazeneca vaccine. Sources said that the
Government’s pledge will remain to administer three million shots by the end of June, though if the
programme accelerates as planned, there will be scope to administer significantly more doses.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/covid-19-vaccine-supply-to-increase-to-3-9m-doses-by-end-of-june-1.453103
1

Covid-19: First Moderna vaccines given in UK
Under-30s are to be offered an alternative Covid jab to the AstraZeneca vaccine, the UK's vaccine
advisory body says. Advice for younger people is changing after an investigation into cases of blood
clots in people who have had the jab. The vaccination programme has been "a most enormous
success"  but  needs  a  "course  correction",  Prof  Jonathan  Van-Tam  says.  The  blood  clots  are
extremely rare, MHRA chief Dr June Raine says
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/uk-56659036

European countries may have to mix COVID-19 shots amid AstraZeneca crisis
Several European countries are considering mixing up COVID-19 vaccines for citizens who received a
first dose of AstraZeneca's shot, an unprecedented move that highlights challenges for governments
struggling to tame fresh rises in infections. Vaccination programmes have been upset after a small
number of reports that recipients of the AstraZeneca inoculation have suffered extremely rare blood
clots,  leading some countries  worldwide to  suspend its  use out  of  caution.  A  senior  official  for  the
European Medicines Agency (EMA) said in an interview published on Tuesday there was a link
between the vaccine and rare blood clots in the brain but the possible causes were still unknown.
http://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/european-countries-may-have-to-mix-covid-19-shots-amid-astrazeneca-crisis/
ar-BB1fogM0
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Small  Businesses  Incentivize  Employees  To  Get  Covid-19  Vaccine  To  Reignite  U.S.
Economy
Just over a year into the pandemic, small businesses are still struggling to regain their footing. Just
last week, the Senate offered a helping hand, voting to extend the $718 billion Paycheck Protection
Program until May 31. And as vaccination rates rise and Covid-19 restrictions ease, a return to
normalcy seems within reach. Before that can happen, though, small business owners will need to
overcome another obstacle: getting their employees vaccinated. Many seem to be tackling it head
on. According to a recent survey of more than 3,300 small business owners by Reimagine Main
Street, in partnership with the U.S. Black Chambers and the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
64% of respondents say it’s very important that their employees get vaccinated. Moreover, 63% are
willing to encourage and incentivize employees to get their shots. Close to half  (45%) plan to
motivate their  workers  to  do so by giving them paid time off—for  AAPI  employers,  that  number is
53%.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maneetahuja/2021/04/07/small-businesses-incentivize-employees-to-get-covid-19-vacci
ne-to-reignite-us-economy/

COVID-19: 'Another key milestone' as Moderna vaccine rollout begins in the UK
A  24-year-old  carer  has  become  the  first  person  in  the  UK  to  receive  the  Moderna  vaccine  as  it
becomes the latest jab used in the country's vaccination programme. Elle Taylor, from Ammanford
in  Wales,  who is  an  unpaid  carer  for  her  82-year-old  grandmother,  received the  vaccine  this
morning. "I'm very excited and very happy," she said. "I'm an unpaid carer for my grandmother so it
is very important to me that I get it, so I can care for her properly and safely.
https://news.sky.com/story/new-type-of-vaccine-to-be-given-to-patients-in-the-uk-for-the-first-time-today-12268074

India Covid-19: 'No end in sight' as doctors battle second wave
It was the middle of January when Dr Lancelot Pinto realised he would be able to spend some quality
time with  his  family  after  nearly  a  year.  The pulmonologist  had spent  most  of  2020 battling
successive surges in Covid-19 cases at his hospital in Mumbai city. But by January this year daily
infections across India had fallen to less than 20,000 from a peak of over 90,000 in September, and
he could "see some light at the end of the tunnel". The situation took a turn for the worse in March
as cases started to rise sharply. On 4 April, India breached the 100,000 daily caseload mark for the
first time since the pandemic began. More than half of those cases were confirmed in Maharashtra,
which has India's largest city, Mumbai, as its capital. Now Dr Pinto's phone is ringing every few
minutes,  mostly  from desperate  families  looking to  find a  bed for  Covid  patients.  "We are  already
overrun. All Covid-19 beds in my hospitals are full," he says.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-56645701

Spain’s Covid-19 vaccination drive maintains pace despite Easter break
The regions are administering nearly all the doses that have arrived, meaning speeding up the
rollout  will  depend  on  the  production  capacity  of  pharmaceutical  companies.  Spain’s  regions
managed to  administer  nearly  1.3  million  Covid-19 vaccines  between March 30 and Tuesday,
according to the Health Ministry. That figure is similar to that of the seven previous days, when 1.25
million shots were injected, which suggests that the campaign was not slowed down by the Easter
break. But this pace will not be enough to hit the central government’s targets: the current speed is
equivalent  to 600,000 people a week,  while  1.4 million will  be necessary if  70% of  the adult
population is to be vaccinated by September
https://english.elpais.com/society/2021-04-07/spains-covid-19-vaccination-drive-maintains-pace-despite-easter-break
.html
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In the race to stay ahead of COVID-19 variants, the US lags globally
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The vaccines going in our arms could become less effective as the coronavirus mutates, a problem
that demands scientists meticulously track variants to protect us. The United States lags many other
countries in employing the essential  tool  for  keeping abreast of  variants –  gene sequencing –
increasing the risk that a variant could spread undetected. This year, the United States ranks 33rd in
the world for its rate of sequencing, falling between Burkina Faso and Zimbabwe, according to
COVID CoV Genomic, led by researchers at Harvard and MIT. The top three nations – Iceland,
Australia and New Zealand – sequenced at a rate 55 to 95 times greater.
https://www.usatoday.com/in-depth/news/investigations/2021/04/07/variants-and-covid-19-can-us-catch-up-tracking-t
hem/7064761002/

EU agency: Rare clots possibly linked to AstraZeneca shot
British authorities recommended Wednesday that the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine not be given
to adults under 30 where possible because of strengthening evidence that the shot may be linked to
rare blood clots. The recommendation came as regulators in the United Kingdom and the European
Union emphasized that the benefits of receiving the vaccine continue to outweigh the risks for most
people — even though the European Medicines Agency said it had found a “possible link” between
the  shot  and  the  rare  clots.  British  authorities  recommended  that  people  under  30  be  offered
alternatives to AstraZeneca. But the EMA advised no such age restrictions, leaving it up to its
member-countries to decide whether to limit its use.
https://apnews.com/article/europe-coronavirus-pandemic-coronavirus-vaccine-1ec87a9b7f14f98e29962e9d055d27ed

COVID-19 tied to spikes in out-of-hospital cardiac arrests
An international study that identified a dramatic increase in out-of-hospital cardiac arrests (OHCAs)
preceding and paralleling the COVID-19 pandemic suggests that OHCA is yet another example of the
virus's  myriad  multisystemic  effects  and  a  signal  of  upcoming  community  surges.  In  the
observational study, published today in the Lancet's EClinicalMedicine, emergency services medical
directors in 50 large cities in the United States, Italy, the United Kingdom, France, Australia, and
New Zealand reported tallies of monthly OCHAs among adults in their respective jurisdictions from
January to June 2020 and compared them with numbers from the same periods in 2018 and 2019.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/04/covid-19-tied-spikes-out-hospital-cardiac-arrests

New findings in COVID-related kids' syndrome, Kawasaki disease
Two  studies  today  describe  new  findings  in  the  COVID-19–associated  multisystem  inflammatory
syndrome in children (MIS-C) and the distinct but similar Kawasaki disease (KD). In the first study,
published in JAMA Pediatrics, a team led by researchers from the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) used lab data to compare geographic and temporal distribution of MIS-C from
March 2020 to January 2021 with that of COVID-19 over the same period. In the largest known
cohort of MIS-C patients and their distributions across the United States, the cumulative incidence
was 2.1 per 100,000 people 21 and younger and varied by state, from 0.2 to 6.3 per 100,000. The
death rate was 1.4%.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/04/new-findings-covid-related-kids-syndrome-kawasaki-disease

AstraZeneca COVID-19 shot tagged with new warning in EU, highlighting rare blood clot
risk
Europe’s drug regulator has been probing cases of rare blood clots in AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine
recipients since mid-March—and now it has confirmed a possible link. The agency stressed that the
benefits of the shot still  outweigh the risks. Unusual blood clots with low blood platelets should be
listed  as  a  “very  rare”  side  effect  of  the  vaccine,  the  European  Medicines  Agency  (EMA)  said
Wednesday. Incidents have mostly been reported within two weeks of vaccination in women below
the age of 60. With cases piling up over the past month, several countries have stopped using the
shot altogether. The EMA's safety arm, the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC),
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specifically noted clots in the brain, abdomen and arteries associated with thrombocytopenia, or low
levels of blood platelets.
https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/astrazeneca-s-covid-shot-should-list-blood-clots-as-rare-side-effect-ema-says

Akili’s therapeutic video game will be tested as a treatment for Covid ‘brain fog’
Akili,  which  made  history  last  summer  by  earning  regulatory  clearance  for  the  first  video-game
based therapy, now plans to test if its software can help adults suffering from Covid “brain fog.” Two
randomized remote studies, one conducted by Weill  Cornell Medicine and NewYork-Presbyterian
Hospital and the other by Vanderbilt University Medical Center, will assess whether AKL-T01, the
treatment that Akili commercially markets for ADHD as EndeavorRx, can help improve cognition
symptoms in Covid survivors. The new studies come at a pivotal moment for Akili. EndeavorRx is
being prescribed by more doctors, but the company is still hoping for widespread acceptance. As
Akili labors to show EndeavorRx works, it’s also looking for new pathways to commercialization.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/04/07/akili-endeavorrx-covid19-brain-fog/

Covid-19 reinfections are rare — but without better data, we don’t how rare
Reinfections  from  Covid-19  continue  to  seem  rare,  and  are  not  responsible  for  the  current,
stubbornly high case counts in the United States, according to scientists and the latest findings. At
least, that’s what researchers are left to conclude. Experts say the country and individual states
don’t have strong systems to determine how frequently people are getting reinfected — another
consequence of the nation’s limited surveillance network. They’re calling for better data collection
and analysis around second cases of Covid-19. The main factors driving coronavirus transmission in
the United States are a mix of the old — easing restrictions, people coming into close contact with
others — and the new, like the more transmissible variants, experts say. And Caitlin Rivers, an
infectious disease epidemiologist at the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, said she thought
that reinfections are still uncommon.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/04/07/covid-19-reinfections-still-seem-rare/

Antibody Persistence through 6 Months after the Second Dose of mRNA-1273 Vaccine for
Covid-19 | NEJM
Interim results from a phase 3 trial of the Moderna mRNA-1273 severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) vaccine indicated 94% efficacy in preventing coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19).1 The durability  of  protection is  currently  unknown.  We describe mRNA1273-elicited
binding and neutralizing antibodies in 33 healthy adult participants in an ongoing phase 1 trial,2-4
stratified according to age, at 180 days after the second dose of 100 μg (day 209).
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2103916

What do we know about the Moderna Covid-19 vaccine?
With over 30million jabs handed out across the UK and concerns over the AstraZeneca vaccine it is
welcome news that the Moderna coronavirus vaccine is the third jab to be rolled out in the UK. The
jabs,  which  form  part  of  the  17  million-dose  order  by  the  Government,  were  authorised  for
temporary use by the UK’s medicines regulator on January 8. It will be administered to people in
Wales from Wednesday. It follows the rollout of the Pfizer and AstraZeneca vaccines, which began in
December and January respectively.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/health/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-what-is-moderna-how-safe-effective-variants-b92
8163.html
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