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Isolation Tips

China doubles down on COVID-zero strategy
An expansive compound of buildings covering the equivalent of 46 football pitches was recently
erected on the outskirts of Guangzhou, China’s bustling southern metropolis. The sprawling complex
of  three-storey  buildings  contains  some  5,000  rooms  and  is  the  first  of  what  is  expected  to  be  a
chain of quarantine centres built by the Chinese government to house people arriving from overseas
as it forges ahead with its zero-tolerance approach to COVID.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/27/china-doubles-down-on-covid-zero-strategy

Hygiene Helpers

Merck strikes deal for global access to COVID-19 medication
US drugmaker Merck has announced a deal that could see generic versions of its experimental oral
COVID-19 treatment for people infected with the disease widely distributed in poorer countries. The
global Medicines Patent Pool (MPP), which is backed by the United Nations, said on Wednesday it
had signed a voluntary licensing agreement with Merck to facilitate affordable worldwide access for
its antiviral medicine molnupiravir.
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/10/27/merck-strikes-deal-for-global-access-to-covid-19-medication

After FDA nod, Israel gears up to start vaccinating 5- to 11-year-olds
Prime  Minister  Naftali  Bennett  was  slated  to  meet  Wednesday  with  top  health  officials  to  weigh
moving toward approving the Pfizer COVID vaccine for children ages 5-11. The meeting, which will
include Health Minister Nitzan Horowitz and the ministry’s top coronavirus advisers, comes after a
panel at the US Food and Drug Administration voted Tuesday evening to endorse giving low doses of
the  Pfizer  vaccine  to  children.  The  FDA’s  advisory  panel  voted  unanimously,  with  one  abstention,
that the vaccine’s benefits in preventing COVID-19 in that age group outweigh any potential risks —
including a heart-related side effect that’s been very rare in teens and young adults who get a much
higher dose.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-bennett-to-convene-advisers-on-vaccinating-5-to-11-year-olds/

COVID-19: Over 80,000 12 to 15-year-olds have booked vaccinations in England
More  than 80,000 children  aged between 12  and 15  have booked to  receive  their  COVID-19
vaccinations in England. Some 2.5 million letters will be sent out this week inviting parents to book a
jab for their child through the national booking service. And more than 100 existing vaccination
centres have opened their doors for this age group. While vaccines have been available to 12 to 15-
year-olds in England since 20 September, the rollout has so far mostly taken place in schools.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-over-80-000-12-to-15-year-olds-have-booked-vaccinations-in-england-12445630

Covid-19 UK: Top Government adviser hints No10 could drop mass testing from January
Professor Lucy Chappell says mass testing could be ditched in January next year Department of
Health chief scientific adviser says system is being reconsidered Professor Andrew Pollard called for
testing in schools to be ditch this winter. But with 74.8 per cent of over 16s now fully vaccinated, the
Prime  Minister  has  revealed  when  the  borders  will  finally  come  down.  He  told  Parliament  on
Wednesday: 'By the end of the year, Mr Speaker, I fully anticipate that we'll be able to achieve
seeing international visitors, including backpackers, Mr Speaker, who are double-vaccinated, being
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able to come back to Australia.'
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10132887/Covid-19-UK-Government-adviser-hints-No10-drop-mass-testing-J
anuary.html

COVID-19: NHS Test and Trace failed in its 'main objective', highly-critical report from
committee of MPs finds
NHS Test and Trace has failed to achieve its "main objective" of helping break chains of COVID
transmission and allowing people to return to normality despite being given an "eye-watering"
amount of money, a highly-critical report from MPs has said. According to the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), the programme's outcomes have been "muddled" and a number of its goals have
been "overstated or not achieved". Test and Trace was developed at the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic to test the public and trace the contacts of positive coronavirus cases.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-nhs-test-and-trace-failed-in-its-main-objective-highly-critical-report-from-committ
ee-of-mps-finds-12445501

Enforcement of indoor vaccine mandates proves uneven in US
Go out for a night on the town in some U.S. cities and you might find yourself waiting while someone
at the door of the restaurant or theater closely inspects your vaccination card and checks it against
your  photo  ID.  Or,  conversely,  you  might  be  waved  right  through  just  by  flashing  your  card.  How
rigorously vaccination requirements are being enforced varies from place to place, even within the
same state or city. Proof of vaccination is required in several American cities to get into restaurants
and bars, enjoy a concert or a play, catch a movie or go to a ballgame. Ticket agents dutifully
ascertain the vaccination status of everyone passing through the turnstile at pro sports venues in
some cities from Seattle and New York, and restaurant hosts do the same in many places.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-entertainment-lifestyle-business-honolulu-192126066b9721d16b1d
2b879774792f

Community Activities

Colorado lawsuit tests religious exemptions to COVID vaccine mandates
The doctor, one of the protagonists of this story, is a pediatric intensive care specialist in Colorado
Springs  working  with  some  of  the  sickest  children  in  the  state.  She’s  unvaccinated  against
COVID-19, despite both state and employer mandates requiring vaccination. In one telling of this
tale, the doctor is the hero, a devoutly religious person who has made a moral choice consistent with
those beliefs and is being unconstitutionally punished for them. In another telling, the doctor is the
villain, using her religion as cover for a personal belief that is recklessly endangering her patients
and colleagues. Both versions of the story are contained within the pleadings of an ongoing lawsuit
in federal court in Denver that challenges the University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus’s
vaccination requirement for physicians and medical students.
https://coloradosun.com/2021/10/27/coronavirus-vaccine-mandate-religious-exemption/

NSW records 304 COVID-19 cases as new law targeting anti-vaxxers come into effect
NSW has introduced a new law stopping people from using fake vaccine certificates after the state
recorded 304 new local cases of COVID-19. As of today it is now illegal to present a fake proof of
vaccination  when attempting  to  enter  venues  in  NSW.  Health  Minister  Brad  Hazzard  signed off on
the amendment to the public health order yesterday after concerns about people procuring forged
certificates.  Security  experts  have  warned  the  federal  government's  COVID-19  vaccination
certificates can be forged within 10 minutes as people can alter or copy versions of the certificates
and then change the name shown.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-27/nsw-records-304-covid19-cases/100571360

Covid-19 borders: Tourists WILL be back to Australia before the end of year, says Scott
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Morrison
Tourists will be able to enter Australia without quarantine by the end of the year - but they must be
double vaccinated, Scott Morrison has announced. Australia's international border has been closed
since March 2020 to reduce the spread of coronavirus and the country has been alone among
democratic nations in banning its own citizens from leaving. The move has helped reduce the impact
of Covid-19, which has only claimed 1,669 lives in Australia, compared with 140,000 in the UK and
739,000 in the US.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10134761/Covid-19-borders-Tourists-Australia-end-year-says-Scott-Morrison.
html

Working Remotely

Pay cuts for remote workers are an ‘empty threat,’ HR experts say—here's why
As organizations chart out the future of their hybrid workforces, leaders are debating whether to
adjust employee pay based on where they live or move to. Some of the first companies to announce
new flexible-work policies, including Facebook, Twitter, Microsoft and Google, were quick to remind
workers of their existing policies that people who relocate to a less expensive market could see a
pay  cut  —  by  up  to  25%  for  some.  But  for  businesses  still  figuring  out  their  new  work  and  pay
structures, HR expert Jason Walker sees the option of cutting pay for remote work as “an empty
threat.” And for leaders who’ve put salary adjustments on the table, he says they should expect
employees to negotiate hard against them.
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10/27/pay-cuts-for-remote-workers-are-an-empty-threat-hr-experts-say.html

How to Help Younger Coworkers Thrive While Working Remotely
Recent data suggests that younger employees don't enjoy remote work as much as their more
senior counterparts — and that remote work might even be bad for ambitious young professionals.
Surveys by Fortune and Survey Monkey, Microsoft, and PwC showed that junior employees felt less
productive when working remotely, missed the social interaction found at the office, and struggled
more during COVID-19 work from home mandates. But the fact remains: Remote work is here to
stay. Fortunately, there's a lot that leaders can do to help younger employees thrive while working
remotely.
https://www.businessinsider.com/how-help-younger-coworkers-work-remotely-2021-10

Virtual Classrooms

The Pandemic Could Have Unlocked Remote Schooling. It Hasn't
In a rush to return to normal and leave last year’s remote learning debacles in the rearview mirror,
states and school systems have thrown away a potential pandemic breakthrough: the ability to shift
quickly and seamlessly to remote learning whenever they need. Earlier in the COVID-19 pandemic,
school and system leaders hoped sick days and snow days could soon be a thing of the past. If
future weather events or disease outbreaks forced children to stay home, schools could easily shift
to  remote  learning.  But  as  we  transition  from  a  summer  of  California  wildfires  and  devastating
hurricanes  to  an  academic  year  disrupted  by  quarantines  and  staffing  shortages,  “anywhere
learning”  seems  all  too  futuristic.  The  important  possibilities  the  pandemic  experience  offers  for
helping  schools  overcome  disruptions  beyond  COVID-19  aren’t  being  fulfilled.
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/opinion-the-pandemic-could-have-unlocked-remote-schooling-it-hasnt/2021/10

Public Policies

Australia to lift outbound travel ban for vaccinated residents from next week
All fully-vaccinated Australian citizens and permanent residents will be able to leave the country
without  a  special  exemption  from Nov.  1,  authorities  said  on  Wednesday,  as  Australia  eases
coronavirus restrictions amid a rise in vaccination rates. Australians have been unable to travel
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abroad for more than 18 months without a government waiver, while thousands of fully-vaccinated
residents living abroad have been unable to return due to a cap on arrivals to slow the spread of
COVID-19.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/australia-drugs-regulator-approves-booster-doses-pfiz
er-covid-19-vaccine-2021-10-26/

German would-be coalition backs ending COVID state of emergency
Germany's pandemic-related state of emergency looks set to expire next month after the three
political parties in talks to form the next government said on Wednesday they did not support
extending it. The state of emergency that enabled the federal and state government to impose
measures like lockdowns and curfews without a parliamentary vote is set to lapse on Nov. 25 unless
parliament agrees to extend it.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-would-be-coalition-backs-ending-covid-state-emergency-2021-10-27/

Romanian senate rejects COVID-19 health pass, lower house votes next
Romanian  senators  narrowly  rejected  a  bill  on  Wednesday  requiring  medical  staff,  public  sector
workers and those of large privately-owned firms to hold a COVID-19 health pass, but parliament's
lower  house  has  the  final  say  and  could  revive  it.  The  bill,  introduced  by  centrist  lawmakers  and
designed to boost vaccine uptake, was two votes short of the required majority to pass.
https://www.reuters.com/world/romanian-senate-rejects-covid-19-health-pass-lower-house-votes-next-2021-10-27/

Novavax Covid vaccine submitted to UK regulator for approval
The final data on the Novavax Covid vaccine has been submitted to the UK regulator for approval.
The firm behind the vaccine said it  anticipates a "positive decision" following the completion of its
rolling regulatory submission to the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).
More than 15,000 people took part in the phase 3 Novavax trial at various hospital sites across the
UK.  Novavax  said  its  application  for  conditional  marketing  authorisation  (CMA)  marks  the  first
submission  for  authorisation  of  a  protein-based  coronavirus  vaccine  in  the  UK.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/novavax-covid-vaccine-mhra-uk-use-b962798.html

Pfizer to seek Japan approval for children's COVID-19 vaccinations
U.S.  pharmaceutical  giant  Pfizer  Inc.  is  in  talks  with  Japan  to  apply  for  approval  to  administer  its
COVID-19 vaccine to children aged 5 to 11, sources close to the matter said Wednesday. The
revelation came a day after a U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) panel of independent experts
voted in favor of issuing emergency use authorization for the vaccine to be administered to children
in that age group. If submitted, Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare plans to promptly
review the application,  according to the sources.  Pfizer’s  COVID-19 vaccine,  jointly developed with
German partner BioNTech SE, is currently available free of charge to people aged 12 and older in
Japan, where it has been approved for use.
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/10/27/national/science-health/pfizer-vaccine-children-2/

Merck agrees to let other drug makers make its COVID pill
Pharmaceutical company Merck agreed to allow other drug makers to produce its COVID-19 pill, in a
move aimed at helping millions of people in poorer countries get access to the potentially life-saving
drug, a United Nations-backed public health organization said on Wednesday. The Medicines Patent
Pool said in a statement that it had signed a voluntary licensing agreement for molnupiravir with
Merck and its partner Ridgeback Biotherapeutics. The agreement will allow the Medicines Patent
Pool  to  grant  further  licenses to qualified companies who are approved to make the drug.  Neither
drug maker will receive royalties under the agreement for as long as the World Health Organization
deems COVID-19 to be global emergency. Molnupiravir is the first pill that has been shown to treat
the disease.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-technology-business-public-health-health-ddde9854faee530d6c4bc
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WHO advisors say COVID-19 pandemic far from over
After reviewing the latest COVID-19 developments last week, the World Health Organization (WHO)
emergency committee said the pandemic is far from over, though countries are making progress in
rolling  out  vaccines  and  treatments.  The  group  of  outside  advisors  met  on  Oct  22  by  video
conference for the ninth time and unanimously agreed that the situation still  warrants a public
health emergency of international concern (PHEIC), which was declared on Jan 30, 2020. The group
typically meets every 3 months or more often as needed.
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2021/10/who-advisors-say-covid-19-pandemic-far-over

Maintaining Services

Province of British Columbia to offer COVID-19 booster shots to all residents
British Columbia will begin offering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots to everyone over the age of 12
from January, officials said on Tuesday, becoming the first major Canadian province to significantly
widen eligibility for boosters. People over the age of 70 as well as indigenous people over 12 will be
invited to book shots sooner than the new year, said Dr. Bonnie Henry, the province's medical officer
of health. Residents of long term and assisted living are already eligible.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/province-british-columbia-offer-covid-19-booster-shots-all-residents-2021-10
-27/

Sweden to extend COVID booster shots to all aged 65 or above
Sweden will start offering COVID-19 booster shots to people aged 65 or older as well as many care
workers and plans to gradually extend the third jabs to most Swedes in the coming months, the
government said on Wednesday. The booster shots of mRNA vaccine will be gradually extended to
cover all people in the Nordic country aged 16 or older during the winter and spring, Health Minister
Lena Hallengren told a news conference.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/sweden-offer-covid-booster-shots-all-aged-65-or-above-health-minister-2021-1
0-27/

Miami private school  scraps policy to send home vaccinated students after  funding
threatened
A Miami private school known for its aggressive stance against coronavirus vaccines is abandoning
an attendance policy that would have forced students to stay home for 30 days after each dose.
Centner Academy reversed course less than two weeks after announcing the controversial policy,
spurred by a letter from the Florida Department of Education warning that the pre-K-8 private school
could lose state funding if it pursued the post-vaccination attendance plan.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/10/26/centner-attendance-policy/

Facebook is having a tougher time managing vaccine misinformation than it is letting on,
leaks suggest
Facebook  has  touted  the  resources  it  has  dedicated  to  tackling  Covid-19  and  vaccine
misinformation,  even scolding US President Joe Biden for  his  harsh criticism of  the company's
handling  of  the  issue.  In  doing  so,  it  claimed that  "more  than  2  billion  people  have  viewed
authoritative information about COVID-19 and vaccines on Facebook, which is more than any other
place on the internet." But internal Facebook (FB) documents suggest a disconnect between what
the company has said publicly about its overall response to Covid-19 misinformation and some of its
employees' findings concerning the issue.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/26/tech/facebook-covid-vaccine-misinformation/index.html

Vaccine  for  children  ages  5  to  11  could  be  available  as  soon  as  the  first  week  of
November
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An independent panel of vaccine experts said Tuesday that the Food and Drug Administration should
grant emergency authorization to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine to children 5
to  11  years  old.  The  decision  comes  amid  a  nationwide  effort  to  make  vaccines  available  to  this
group of 28 million children by the first week of November, according to the Biden administration.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2021/10/26/covid-delta-variant-live-updates/

My daughter was bullied at school for having the Covid jab. No wonder UK take-up is low
I’m worried that part of the reason for a slow uptake of the vaccine among 12 to 15-year-olds is that
their issues around it are not being addressed adequately: there’s a sense that they are just being
tacked on at the end of the successful adult rollout. They need to be addressed directly and clearly,
and their concerns listened to. I’ve seen a lot of “what I need to know about my child and the
vaccine” articles for parents in recent weeks, but there don’t seem to be many equivalents for 12 to
15-year-olds to read themselves. Reels and videos on social media help, particularly those made by
people  in  the  same  age  group,  but  surely  there  needs  to  be  more  official  –  and  factchecked  –
dedicated  communications  for  teens  who  may  have  concerns  about  the  vaccine.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/oct/27/daughter-bullied-school-covid-jab-government-campaign

High Covid-19 case rates are 'partly down to more tests'
Do not “bash the UK” for its high Covid-19 case rates compared with other countries, the director of
the  Oxford  Vaccine  Group  has  said,  as  some  of  the  difference  is  simply  because  of  more  testing.
Professor Sir Andrew Pollard told MPs that while transmission rates were clearly high, comparisons
with other nations did not take into account different testing regimens. This might partly explain why
UK case rates are four times those in Germany and eight times those in France. “If you look across
western Europe, we have about ten times more tests done each day than some other countries per
head of population,” Pollard told the Commons science and technology committee. “We do have a
lot of transmission at the moment but it’s not
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/high-covid-19-case-rates-are-partly-down-to-more-tests-ccfdm0x5r

Sturgeon: Cop26 does pose threat of increased Covid-19 infection
Nicola  Sturgeon has announced almost  £500 million of  further  funding to  help  in  the fight  against
Covid – as she warned that the Cop26 international climate conference “inevitably” poses a risk of
increased transmission of the virus. With delegates from across the world now starting to arrive in
Scotland ahead of the UN climate summit, the Scottish First Minister said the coronavirus situation
remained “fragile”. While cases in Scotland had been declining, Ms Sturgeon said this had now
levelled off, with the most recent figures showing a “slight increase”.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/nicola-sturgeon-first-minister-cop26-scotland-glasgow-b962646.html

Healthcare Innovations

Breakthrough infections can lead to long COVID; genes may explain critical illness in
young, healthy adults
The  persistent  syndrome  of  COVID-19  after-effects  known  as  long  COVID  can  develop  after
"breakthrough"  infections  in  vaccinated  people,  a  new  study  shows.  Researchers  at  Oxford
University in the UK reviewed data on nearly 20,000 U.S. COVID-19 patients, half of whom had been
vaccinated. Compared to unvaccinated patients, people who were fully vaccinated - and in particular
those under age 60 - did have lower risks for death and serious complications such as lung failure,
need for mechanical ventilation, ICU admission, life-threatening blood clots, seizures, and psychosis.
"On the other hand," the research team reported on medRxiv on Tuesday ahead of peer review,
"previous vaccination does not appear to protect against several previously documented outcomes
of COVID-19 such as long COVID features, arrhythmia, joint pain, Type 2 diabetes, liver disease,
sleep disorders, and mood and anxiety disorders."
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/breakthrough-infections-can-lead-long-covid-genes-m
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Flu jabs may aid COVID-19 patients who need surgery
The following is  a  summary of  some recent  studies  on COVID-19.  They include research that
warrants further study to corroborate the findings and that have yet to be certified by peer review.
Flu-vaccinated COVID-19 patients have easier surgeries. COVID-19 patients who require surgery
appear  to  face  fewer  complications  if  they  have  previously  been  vaccinated  against  the  flu,  new
data suggest. In a preliminary study that has not yet undergone peer review, researchers analyzed
outcomes after various types of surgery on nearly 44,000 COVID-19 patients worldwide, half of
whom had received a flu vaccine in the previous six months
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/flu-jabs-may-aid-covid-19-patients-who-need-surgery-
2021-10-25/
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