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Isolation Tips

North Korea reports more deaths, says taking 'swift measures' against COVID outbreak
North Korea said on Sunday a total of 42 people had died as the country began its fourth day under
a  nationwide  lockdown  aimed  at  stopping  the  impoverished  country's  first  confirmed  COVID-19
outbreak.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nkorea-reports-296180-new-suspected-covid-cases-15-more-deaths-kcna-
2022-05-14/

Shanghai aims to defeat COVID over next week as Beijing hunkers down
Locked-down Shanghai  aims to  ringfence  its  COVID outbreak  over  the  next  week,  officials  said  on
Friday, while residents in China's capital Beijing largely heeded the advice of authorities to work
from home to stem the virus' spread. Easing weeks of punishing restrictions in the commercial hub
would bring relief to China's battered economy, although there is growing concern that Beijing may
yet take a similar course of action if it fails to get a nascent outbreak under control. Shanghai's
deputy mayor, Wu Qing, said the city of 25 million aims to eliminate COVID outside of quarantined
zones within the next week or so. After that, the city's lockdown will be "lifted in batches", with
shops opened and traffic restictions eased, he said in the announcement which confirmed a Reuters
story from Sunday
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/beijing-works-home-shanghai-says-victory-against-covid-getting-closer-2022-05-
13/

Hygiene Helpers

China's Covid-Zero Policy Is Producing a Deluge of Waste
China’s lockdowns and restrictions to battle the nation’s biggest Covid outbreak since the early days
of the pandemic are causing a massive increase in garbage in its biggest cities. Waste related to
Covid prevention, including those from hospitals, fever clinics and isolation facilities, has increased
4.5 times to 1,400 tons a day in Shanghai from 308 tons before the current outbreak began in
March.  The  city  of  25  million  residents  has  been  in  lockdown  for  five  weeks,  and  daily  household
waste related to Covid reached 3,300 tons this  month,  compared with only 73 tons a day in
February, according to People’s Daily.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2022-05-13/china-s-covid-zero-policy-is-producing-a-deluge-of-waste

Taiwan to roll out fourth COVID-19 vaccine doses next week: CECC
People aged 65 and above, or those over 60 who are immunocompromised will be able to receive a
fourth dose of  a COVID-19 vaccine beginning next  week at  the earliest,  the Central  Epidemic
Command Center (CECC) said Friday. Chuang Jen-hsiang (莊人祥), deputy head of Taiwan's Centers for
Disease Control and CECC spokesman, said individuals must wait at least five months after receiving
their third dose before getting a fourth. The vaccination schedule for eligible individuals will be
announced soon, Chuang said at a press briefing. According to the CECC, the decision to roll out a
fourth COVID-19 jab was made during an Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
meeting at the end of April.
https://focustaiwan.tw/society/202205130011

England's COVID prevalence falls again - ONS survey
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The prevalence of COVID-19 infections in England fell to 1 in 45 people in the week ending May 7,
the Office for National Statistics' Infection Survey said, down from an estimated 1 in 35 people who
had the infection the previous week.
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/englands-covid-prevalence-falls-again-ons-survey-2022-05-13/

Mass Covid Testing, Already a Familiar Ritual, Becomes China’s New Normal
China is doubling down on mass testing as a key weapon against Covid-19 even as costs mount and
the  highly  infectious  Omicron  variant  exposes  challenges  with  the  strategy.  Mass  testing  has
become a part of daily life across the country. Similar to how many people in the West have had to
show a vaccine pass to dine out, enter the office or get on a plane, in China, the thing not to leave
home without is a negative Covid test. In many cities, a test taken within the past 48 or 72 hours is
required for any facet of public life, such as grocery shopping or taking public transportation. The
government is setting up thousands of stationary PCR-testing stations across the country as part of
an official  campaign to institutionalize testing.  In some cities,  the goal  is  to have one within a 15-
minute walking distance of any resident.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/mass-covid-testing-already-a-familiar-ritual-becomes-chinas-new-normal-11652607001

How air pollution can affect covid-19 risks
Research has shown that being unvaccinated raises a person’s risk of becoming infected with the
coronavirus, while being older, overweight or immunocompromised can increase the severity of the
disease.  Now scientists  think  there  is  another  risk  factor  that  may increase  the  likelihood  of
contracting the coronavirus and the possibility that it will lead to a poor outcome: exposure to air
pollution. A growing body of evidence suggests links between breathing polluted air and the chances
of being infected by the coronavirus, developing a severe illness or dying of covid-19. While many of
these studies focused on long-term exposure to air pollution, experts say there is also building
evidence that even short-term exposures may have negative effects.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wellness/2022/05/13/air-pollution-covid-risk-death/

Community Activities

COVID-19: Around 60,000 NHS workers living with PTS after battling the pandemic
An estimated 60,000 NHS workers are believed to be living with post-traumatic stress as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic, according to new research. NHS Charities Together also found nine in 10
workers (90%) say it will take them years to recover. Meanwhile, nearly three-quarters (73%) have
expressed concerns about their colleagues leaving the workforce due to poor mental health. Neal
Ashurst, an operating department practitioner, was redeployed during the pandemic, switching from
anaesthetics to a critical care unit.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-around-60-000-nhs-workers-living-with-ptsd-after-battling-the-pandemic-126117
86

'Not free from COVID': Thousands pray at Portuguese shrine despite fears of new wave
Last year, only 7,500 were allowed inside the sanctuary and people had to stand in circles to
maintain social distancing. For many, it was a special moment to see the sanctuary finally opening
doors to a big crowd after the vast majority of COVID-19 rules were lifted last month. But, as daily
infections rise again, Teresa Maria decided to keep her mask on. "I always try to take precautions,"
she said as she waited for the farewell procession, one of the highlights of the event, to begin. "We
are not free from it because cases are going up."
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/not-free-covid-thousands-pray-portuguese-shrine-despite-fears-new-wave-202
2-05-13/

Shanghai Lays Out Covid-19 Reopening Plan as China Cancels 2023 Soccer Tournament
Shanghai officials outlined plans for a phased reopening of shopping malls, supermarkets and other
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businesses, even as many residents in China’s financial hub remained confined to their locked-down
homes.  Chen Tong,  Shanghai’s  deputy mayor,  said Sunday that  the city would begin allowing
businesses to open on a limited basis starting Monday as daily Covid-19 infection cases continue to
decline  nearly  two  months  into  a  hard  lockdown  of  the  city  of  25  million  people.  Mr.  Chen
characterized the city’s  approach to  the pandemic  as  entering a  new transition  phase,  “from
emergency response to normalized prevention and control.” On Sunday, Shanghai health authorities
reported roughly 1,200 new Covid cases for the previous day, from a high of more than 20,000 last
month. Daily infection counts have been below 5,000 for nearly two weeks.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghai-lays-out-covid-19-reopening-plan-as-china-cancels-2023-soccer-tournament-1
1652619639?mod=hp_listb_pos1

Working Remotely

Beijing extends work-from-home guidance in several city districts
Beijing on Sunday extended guidance to work from home in four districts of the Chinese capital,
including the largest, Chaoyang, as the city tries to stop a COVID-19 outbreak. Beijing found 55 new
cases in the 24 hours to 3 p.m. (0700 GMT) on Sunday, 10 of which were outside areas that under
quarantine, officials said. The city is scrambling to stamp out such community infections.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/beijing-extends-work-from-home-guidance-several-city-districts-2022-05-15/

Remote work: Challenges balancing surveillance and privacy
Remote work has become more widespread in many of Canada’s industries during the COVID-19
pandemic, and lawmakers are starting to take this labour landscape into account, seeking new ways
to  balance productivity  and privacy.  Last  month,  Ontario  became the first  province to  pass  a  new
transparency law requiring companies to establish policies to tell their employees if and how they
are being electronically monitored while at work, whether in a physical office, in the field or at home.
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/remote-work-highlights-challenge-of-balancing-employer-surveillance-and-privacy-1.
5901287

UK ahead of European peers on shift to working from home
The UK’s shift to homeworking has made it an outlier among most other advanced economies,
according to an FT analysis, as the size of its professional services sector and more flexible labour
market are expected to prevent a return to pre-pandemic levels of  office occupancy. Months after
the last Covid restrictions were lifted, the latest available data show that commuter numbers are still
almost a quarter down on levels seen in February 2020, before coronavirus took hold in the UK.
https://www.ft.com/content/81d6bc21-b010-4861-912c-db5ffa999c50

Virtual Classrooms

The impact of remote learning and what it’s meant for the advancement of edtech
Peter Claxton, senior director for edtech solutions at ViewSonic, offers his opinion on where schools
turn next in their  technology journey. He explains that "the ability to meet others online in a
classroom, or lecture theatre is something we are going to see emerging from the edtech world.
Children are used to playing in various gaming environments in an immersive environment and the
technology now will allow that to happen."
https://edtechnology.co.uk/comments/the-impact-of-remote-learning-and-what-its-meant-for-the-advancement-of-edt
ech/

Using remote learning technology to boost student engagement and interaction
As face-to-face teaching returns, educational technology can be used to boost student engagement
in ways that are not possible in a physical classroom. Ironically, remote learning has opened the
opportunity for more intimate instruction, not less. Use online learning spaces to divide large classes
into small groups via “virtual tables”, organised by student comprehension, subject matter interest,
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location, native language or nothing at all.
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/using-remote-learning-technology-boost-student-engagement-and-in
teraction

Public Policies

Covid-19 patent lawsuits: Will vaccine producers have to pay the bill?
In a new chapter with emerging legal dimensions for the Covid-19 vaccine success story, last week
Moderna submitted a filing to take down a patent infringement lawsuit over its Covid-19 vaccine. In
a  claim  filed  on  28  February,  Arbutus  Biopharma  and  Genevant  Sciences  stated  that  Moderna
infringed on their patented lipid nanoparticle (LNP) technology, and as such, were due damages
from  Moderna.  Later  in  March,  Pfizer’s  Canada-based  LNP  partner  Acuitas  Therapeutics  filed  a
complaint against Arbutus and Genevant in the US district court for the southern district of New
York, asking for a judgement on the non-infringement and invalidity of such patents.
https://www.pharmaceutical-technology.com/news/covid-19-patent-lawsuits-will-vaccine-producers-have-to-pay-the-b
ill/

China denies suspending passports, invalidating foreign residency cards
China's immigration authority is still providing services for necessary trips outside the country, it
said on Friday, denying rumours that passport issuances were halted and that residency cards for
living in foreign countries were being invalidated. Officials have promptly processed certificates for
people  who  need  to  travel  abroad  for  necessary  and  urgent  matters  such  as  study,  scientific
research, trade and businesses and medical issues, the National Immigration Administration (NIA)
said in a statement. The NIA was responding to what it said were "foreign media reports" that falsely
said the agency had suspended passport issuances and had invalidated residency cards issued by
foreign  countries  to  Chinese  citizens  eligible  to  live  overseas  by  cutting  off  the  corners.  The  NIA
statement did not include examples of the reports. The statement followed the NIA's announcement
on Thursday that  it  would  "strictly  limit"  unnecessary  overseas  travels  by  Chinese citizens  to
minimize the risks of a resurgence in COVID-19 cases caused by infections among international
travellers
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-denies-suspending-passports-invalidating-foreign-residency-cards-2022-0
5-13/

S.Korea's Yoon pledges $300 million to global COVID response initiative
South Korea's new President Yoon Suk-yeol pledged on Thursday to provide an additional $300
million  won to  a  global  initiative  to  fund COVID-19 tests,  treatments  and vaccines  for  poorer
countries. Yoon made the announcement in his speech to a second global COVID-19 summit, held
virtually, aimed at facilitating efforts to end the pandemic and prepare for future health threats. His
funding  pledge  would  bring  South  Korea's  total  donations  to  the  Access  to  COVID-19  Tools
Accelerator (ACT-A), sponsored by the World Health Organization (WHO) and other aid groups, to
$510 million.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skoreas-yoon-pledges-300-million-global-covid-response-initiative-2022-0
5-12/

Meatpackers convinced Trump to keep plants running during COVID crisis - report
Article reports that top U.S. meatpacking companies drafted the executive order issued by President
Donald Trump in 2020 to keep meat plants running and convinced his administration to encourage
workers to stay on the job at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a report released
on  Thursday  by  a  U.S.  House  panel.  The  report  by  the  House  of  Representatives  Select
Subcommittee  on  the  Coronavirus  Crisis  details  the  meat  industry’s  influence  on  Trump's  White
House  as  it  tried  to  keep  production  rolling  even  as  employees  fell  ill.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/meatpackers-convinced-trump-officials-keep-plants-running-during-co
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Massachusetts to pay $56 mln over deadly COVID outbreak at veterans' home
The state of Massachusetts on Thursday agreed to pay $56 million to resolve a lawsuit by families of
veterans who contracted COVID-19 during an outbreak at a veterans' care center that killed 84
people early in the pandemic. The proposed settlement would resolve a pending federal class action
lawsuit by families of veterans who died as a result of the 2020 outbreak at Holyoke Soldiers' Home,
one of the deadliest to have occurred at a U.S. nursing facility.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/massachusetts-pay-56-mln-over-deadly-covid-outbreak-veterans-home-2022-05-12
/

Biden may need to 'claw back' funding for COVID, Jha says
The White House is preparing for a scenario in which Congress fails to approve President Joe Biden's
request for additional COVID funds by reviewing old contracts to see if there is any money it can
"claw back," the president's top COVID adviser said on Thursday. The United States is still in a
pandemic and continues to face an evolving coronavirus despite making strides over the past two
years, White House COVID-19 response coordinator Ashish Jha told Reuters in an interview.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/covid-is-still-pandemic-us-faces-many-challenges-white-house-coordinator-2022-05
-12/

Switzerland authorizes Moderna's COVID vaccine for 6-11 year olds
Moderna Inc said Swiss drugs regulator Swissmedic had authorized the use of its COVID-19 vaccine
for children aged 6 to 11 years. The approval is for the vaccine's two-dose series of 50 micro gram
per dose, Moderna added.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/switzerland-authorizes-modernas-covid-vaccine-6-11-y
ear-olds-2022-05-13/

Maintaining Services

The Next Big COVID-Vaccine Gamble
Up here in the Northern Hemisphere, the spring weather’s just barely warming, but regulators in the
United States are already wringing their hands over a tricksy fall brew: the contents of the COVID
shot that vaccine makers are prepping for autumn, when all eligible Americans may be asked to
dose up yet again (if, that is, Congress coughs up the money to actually buy the vaccines). In a
recent advisory meeting convened by the FDA, Peter Marks, the director of the agency’s Center of
Biologics  Evaluation and Research,  acknowledged the “very compressed time frame” in  which
experts  will  need  to  finalize  the  inoculation’s  ingredients—probably,  he  said,  by  the  end  of  June.
Which is, for the record, right around the corner. A big choice is looming. And whatever version of
the virus that scientists select for America’s next jab is “probably going to be the wrong one,” says
Allie Greaney, who studies the push and pull  between viruses and the immune system at the
University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center.
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2022/05/covid-vaccine-recipe-omicron-protection/629846/

1000 people could be in hospital with Covid-19 daily during winter peak – Govt
Thousands of people could be hospitalised with respiratory illnesses daily over winter, including
more than 1000 at a time with Covid-19 at what could potentially be a “quite high” peak, the
Government  is  warning.  On  Friday,  Director-General  of  Health  Dr  Ashley  Bloomfield  outlined
modelling around planning for winter. It was expected Aotearoa would see a resurgence of Covid-19,
alongside influenza and RSV outbreaks. New data showed while the Southern region was seeing the
highest number of cases per 1000 people (particularly in Canterbury and Dunedin) and the seven-
day rolling average remains steady overall, case numbers were “creeping up again” in Auckland.
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/coronavirus/300587870/1000-people-could-be-in-hospital-with-covid19-daily-d
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Generic drugmakers to sell Pfizer's Paxlovid for $25 or less in low-income countries
Several  generic  drugmakers  that  will  produce  versions  of  Pfizer's  (PFE.N)  COVID-19  antiviral
treatment Paxlovid have agreed to sell the medicine in low- and middle-income countries for $25 a
course or less, the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) said on Thursday. CHAI said it could not
disclose the names of the manufacturers who have agreed to the price ceiling, because they are still
in the early stage of product development and have not received regulatory approval.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/generic-drugmakers-sell-pfizers-paxlovid-25-or-less-lo
w-income-countries-2022-05-12/

Healthcare Innovations

How Omicron Infection Turbo-Charges Vaccinated People's Immunity
People who are vaccinated and then get infected with omicron may be primed to overcome a broad
range of coronavirus variants, early research suggests. A pair of studies showed that infection
produced even better immune responses than a booster shot in vaccinated patients. Teams from
Covid-19 vaccine maker  BioNTech SE and the University  of  Washington posted the results  on
preprint  server  bioRxiv  in  recent  weeks.  The  findings  offer  a  reassuring  sign  that  the  millions  of
vaccinated people who’ve caught omicron probably won’t become seriously ill from another variant
soon -- even though the research needs to be confirmed, especially by real-world evidence.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-15/how-omicron-infection-turbo-charges-vaccinated-people-s-imm
unity

mRNA booster vaccines may be a good investment in developing countries
Vaccines based on inactivated SARS-CoV-2 virus are commonly used in developing countries due to
their low cost. New research from Karolinska Institutet in Sweden shows that a booster shot of mRNA
vaccine to individuals who have received two doses of inactivated vaccine offers the same level of
protection  against  COVID-19  as  three  doses  of  mRNA  vaccine.  The  findings  are  published  in  the
journal Nature Communications. “Our results indicate that one booster shot of an mRNA vaccine, as
a  complement  to  the  cheaper  but  less  effective  inactivated  vaccines,  is  sufficient  to  achieve  the
‘gold-standard’ immune response measured after three doses of mRNA vaccine,” says Qiang Pan
Hammarström, professor at the Department of Biosciences and Nutrition, Karolinska Institutet, who
led the study. “That would likely be a good investment even in resource-poor countries to protect
against severe COVID-19.”
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/952677

Study shows how MS patients treated with Rituximab react to COVID-19 vaccination
MS patients treated with Rituximab have better responses to the COVID-19 vaccine if they have
higher B cell counts. This is the finding of a study from Uppsala University published in the journal
JAMA Network Open. In patients with B cell counts of 40/µL (microlitres) or more, 9 of 10 patients
developed  protective  levels  of  antibodies,  while  significantly  fewer  with  lower  counts  had  similar
responses. In Sweden, Rituximab is the most common medicine for multiple sclerosis (MS), but it is
also used for many other diseases. The medicine is given as a drip, normally once or twice a year,
and has a documented good effect on slowing the progression of MS. The treatment knocks out the
body's B cells, which are an important part of our immune system though they also contribute to the
MS disease process. As a result, the treatment increases the risk of patients suffering from serious
infections, such as COVID-19. Having low levels of B cells also makes it more difficult for the body to
form  protective  antibodies  against  viruses  and  bacteria,  which  is  the  primary  purpose  of
vaccinations. In this case, this concerns the S protein in the SARS-CoV-19 virus.
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20220512/Study-shows-how-MS-patients-treated-with-Rituximab-react-to-COVID-
19-vaccination.aspx
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Symptoms  linger  two  years  for  some;  inflammatory  protein  patterns  may  provide  long
COVID clues
Half of the COVID-19 patients discharged from a Chinese hospital in early 2020 still have at least
one symptom two years later, a new study shows. Overall, regardless of initial disease severity, the
2,469 COVID-19 survivors in the study had improvements in physical and mental health over time.
Nearly 90% of those who were employed returned to their jobs within two years. But the survivors
had a "remarkably" lower health status than the general population at two years, and their burden
of  symptoms  from after-effects  "remained  fairly  high,"  the  researchers  reported  on  Wednesday  in
The  Lancet  Respiratory  Diseases.  At  two  years,  55%  still  had  at  least  one  COVID-19  after-effect,
according to the report.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/symptoms-linger-two-years-some-inflammatory-protei
n-patterns-may-provide-long-2022-05-12/
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