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One Minute Overview

COVID-19: Boris Johnson commits to appointing chair of public inquiry by Christmas as he
meets bereaved families - Boris Johnson has promised families who lost loved ones to coronavirus
that a chair of the public inquiry will be appointed by Christmas, as he was accused of adding 'insult
to injury' by delaying meeting them for more than a year. The prime minister held talks with members of
COVID-19 Bereaved Families for Justice in Downing Street on Tuesday. In May, he announced an independent public
inquiry into the government's handling of the pandemic will begin in the spring of next year.

Covid-19 in South America: Vaccine Rollout Led to Big Drop in Cases - South America,
exceptionally hard-hit by Covid-19, is seeing a sudden drop in cases and deaths, apparently from
rapid and thorough vaccines on the heels of a horrific wave that provided antibodies to those it
didn’t kill.  Over a seven-day period, the continent now makes up 6% of cases and 9% of deaths, the
lowest since the start of the pandemic. At its peak in June, it represented 38% of global infections
and 44% of fatalities. One peculiarity of the continent is that the delta variant upending plans from Asia to the
U.S. hasn’t found traction there. It had similarly contagious mutations, known as gamma and lambda, and their
presence may be keeping delta at bay and extending immunity. This is distinct from Mexico, Central
America and Cuba, where delta has taken hold and the other two hadn’t.

Americans Are Getting Covid-19 Boosters—No Questions Asked - The Food and Drug
Administration and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have authorized a third shot of the
vaccine made by Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE for a wide swath of the U.S. population. Anyone over age
65 is eligible for a booster shot, as is anyone over 18 with a pre-existing condition predisposing the person toward a
severe case of Covid-19. Also eligible are those with a job or living situation that poses a higher risk of
contracting Covid-19. Boosters for all patients must be given at least six months after an initial Pfizer
vaccine course. Patients who received initial doses of the vaccines made by Moderna Inc. and
Johnson & Johnson aren’t eligible yet. Approval of a booster regimen for those patients is expected
in the coming months. The FDA did amend its emergency-use authorization in August, however, to
allow a third Moderna dose for immunocompromised people.

Vatican orders all staff to be vaccinated or undergo regular Covid-19 testing - The Vatican
made the announcement on Tuesday to staff, according to reports. Even the most senior members
of the Catholic Church will not be exempt. The Pope has made the Catholic Church's stance on vaccinations
clear. Francis himself was vaccinated in January and has called it a 'moral duty.' On Monday, Pope Francis
emphasised the need for attention to be given to other diseases after Covid-19 has taken up most
resources for almost two years

In India, demand for Russia’s expensive Sputnik vaccine sputters - Some of India’s private
hospitals have cancelled orders for Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine as they struggle to sell COVID-19
shots amid surging supplies of free doses of other vaccines offered by the government. Some industry
officials said low demand and the extremely cold storage temperatures required have spurred at least three big
hospitals to cancel orders for Sputnik V, sold only on the private market in the world’s biggest producer of
vaccines.

Slovenia temporarily suspends J&J's Janssen COVID-19 vaccine - Johnson & Johnson was not
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available for an immediate comment. 'The patient had blood clots and bleeding in the brain at the same time,
intensive care was not successful,' Igor Rigler, a neurologist at the Ljubljana hospital centre, told the STA.

United says nearly 600 staff face termination for vaccine refusal - United Airlines has said
that nearly 600 US-based employees faced termination after failing to comply with the carrier’s
vaccination policy. In early August, the company became the first US carrier to require COVID-19 vaccinations for
all domestic employees, requiring proof of vaccination by Monday. The carrier said it would start on Tuesday
the process of firing 593 employees who decided not to get vaccinated. “This was an incredibly
difficult decision but keeping our team safe has always been our first priority,” Chief Executive Scott
Kirby and President Brett Hart told employees in a memo. The workers can save their jobs if they get
vaccinated before their formal termination meetings, the company officials said.

Women followed lockdown rules more closely than men, study shows - The first Covid
lockdown showed that women followed rules more closely than men, according to a new study which
branded the restrictions a ‘live social experiment’. Researchers looking at 15% of the Austrian population’s
behaviour said that everyone tended to make significantly longer phone calls during the crisis. Men were found to
be less likely to accept having their movements restricted by lockdown measures and tended to
return to normal more quickly, along with younger people. Scientists looked at anonymised mobile
phone data from 1.2 million Austrians between February and June 2020, to study the impact of the
first lockdown on behaviour in the central European country.

EU to decide on Pfizer booster on Oct. 4 - document - The EU's drugs regulator will decide on
Monday whether to approve Pfizer's COVID-19 booster vaccine, but it is unlikely to give precise
guidance on who should receive it, according to an internal document and two officials. If the
European Medicines Agency (EMA) gives its backing for the jab, the 27-member block would join the United States,
Britain and Israel which have already received the green light to deploy boosters, even though there
is no consensus among scientists that they are necessary.

Algeria to start Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine production Wednesday - Algeria will start
production of COVID-19 vaccine Sinovac in partnership with China on Wednesday with the aim of
meeting domestic demand and exporting the surplus, the prime minister's office said on Tuesday.
The government has said production capacity will stand at 1 million, 2 million and 3 million doses in October,
November and December respectively, before reaching 5 million doses per month from January. The North
African country has been importing vaccines, mainly Sinovac, since the coronavirus pandemic began
in March 2020.

Some may have ‘protective version of gene which resists severe Covid-19’ – study - Some
people possess a version of a gene which can potentially restrain the virus which causes Covid-19, a
study has indicated. The findings offer an explanation for why some people have better natural
defences against serious Sars-CoV-2 infection, say scientists. Scientists suggest antiviral responses are
better in people who have a more protective “prenylated” version of the OAS1 gene, while others have a version
which fails to detect the virus. But if new variants learn to evade the protection offered by the prenylated
gene they could become “substantially more pathogenic and transmissible in unvaccinated
populations”, say experts.

Covid-19 Australia: NSW is rocked by a pandemic -record 15 deaths and 863 new cases -
State recorded 863 cases of Covid-19 and pandemic-worst 15 deaths overnight. Ms Berejiklian said 86.2
per cent of state's population single-dose vaccinated. Premier expects NSW to reach the 90 per cent single-dose
figure by next week. Unvaccinated face $1,000 fine if they're caught enjoying October 11 freedoms.
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PAHO says in advanced talks to buy more COVID vaccines
The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) said on Wednesday it  is in advanced talks with
vaccine makers to buy additional COVID-19 shots for its member states to complement bilateral
deals, donations, and doses they are receiving via the COVAX mechanism. PAHO has reached an
agreement with Chinese vaccine maker Sinovac, and is expecting to sign new accords soon to buy
vaccines with emergency use listing approval from other suppliers for 2021 and 2022, PAHO Director
Carissa Etienne said.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/paho-says-advanced-talks-buy-more-covid-vaccines-2021-09-29/

Floundering private sales of vaccines in India deal blow to Russia's Sputnik V
Some of India's private hospitals have cancelled orders for Russia's Sputnik V vaccine as they
struggle to sell COVID-19 shots amid surging supplies of free doses of other vaccines offered by the
government.  Industry  officials  said  low  demand  and  the  extremely  cold  storage  temperatures
required have spurred at least three big hospitals to cancel orders for Sputnik V, sold only on the
private market in the world's biggest vaccine-producing country. "With storage and everything, we
have cancelled our order for  2,500 doses,"  said Jitendra Oswal,  a senior  medical  official  at  Bharati
Vidyapeeth Medical College and Hospital in the western city of Pune
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/floundering-private-sales-vaccine-india-deal-blow-russias-sputnik-v-2021-09-29/

Covid-19 in South America: Vaccine Rollout Led to Big Drop in Cases
South America, exceptionally hard-hit by Covid-19, is seeing a sudden drop in cases and deaths,
apparently  from  rapid  and  thorough  vaccines  on  the  heels  of  a  horrific  wave  that  provided
antibodies to those it didn’t kill. Over a seven-day period, the continent now makes up 6% of cases
and 9% of deaths, the lowest since the start of the pandemic. At its peak in June, it represented 38%
of global infections and 44% of fatalities. One peculiarity of the continent is that the delta variant
upending  plans  from Asia  to  the  U.S.  hasn’t  found traction  there.  It  had  similarly  contagious
mutations, known as gamma and lambda, and their presence may be keeping delta at bay and
extending immunity. This is distinct from Mexico, Central America and Cuba, where delta has taken
hold and the other two hadn’t.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-29/south-america-gets-covid-break-from-vaccines-after-deadly-wa
ve

A winter with twin threats of Covid-19 and flu will require adjustments to daily life, says
former FDA commissioner
The US is bracing for a combination of threats this winter as both the flu and Covid-19 spread, and
the country will likely have to change daily life to cope with both, an expert said. "I think the twin
threats  of  this  pathogen  and  the  flu  circulating  every  winter,  as  coronaviruses  settle  into  a  more
seasonal  pattern,  is  going  to  be  too  much  for  society  to  bear,"  former  US  Food  and  Drug
Administration (FDA) commissioner, Dr. Scott Gottlieb, told CNN's Jake Tapper. "I think we're going
to have to readjust how we live our lives." Covid-19 cases have been driven up by the more
transmissible Delta variant, but Gottlieb said last week that this could be the last major wave of
infection the country sees. But that depends on enough people obtaining protection from either
infection or vaccination, he added.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/29/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html

COVID-19: Cruise ship industry faces calls to prevent spread of infectious diseases after
pandemic
The billion dollar industry is being urged to carry out "more monitoring" of the major health impacts
that cruising can potentially cause for passengers.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-cruise-ship-industry-faces-calls-to-prevent-spread-of-infectious-diseases-after-pa
ndemic-12420653
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COVID-19: Boris Johnson commits to appointing chair of public inquiry by Christmas as he
meets bereaved families
Boris Johnson has promised families who lost loved ones to coronavirus that a chair of the public
inquiry will be appointed by Christmas, as he was accused of adding "insult to injury" by delaying
meeting them for more than a year. The prime minister held talks with members of COVID-19
Bereaved Families for Justice in Downing Street on Tuesday. In May, he announced an independent
public inquiry into the government's handling of the pandemic will begin in the spring of next year.
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-boris-johnson-commits-to-appointing-chair-of-public-inquiry-by-christmas-as-he-
meets-bereaved-families-12420565

UK’s Johnson says COVID bereaved will have role in inquiry
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Tuesday he will appoint a chair this year to the planned
public inquiry into the coronavirus pandemic and that bereaved families will have a role in the
proceedings. Following a “very emotional” meeting with the COVID-19 Bereaved Families for Justice
group, Johnson said the experiences of those who have suffered a loss during the pandemic would
form a major part of the public inquiry. “And obviously, there’s very little I could say to mitigate their
own suffering,”  he  said.  “But  what  I  did  say  was  that  we  were  determined  to  make  sure  that  the
experience of the bereaved was something we took account of.” The event, which took place more
than a year after the prime minister promised to meet the bereaved, lasted just over an hour and
took place outside at the request of the families. Five members of the group, which included co-
founder Jo Goodman, shared how their loved ones caught the virus and died.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-europe-health-london-boris-johnson-a47b973e19d11c55a5bde4730
7e58494

Exit Strategies

Unvaccinated players to face extensive COVID-19 curbs: ESPN
NBA players who are not vaccinated against COVID-19 will  have to comply with a long list  of
restrictions to take part in the upcoming season, according to a memo obtained by Reuters. The
National  Basketball  Association's  tentative  protocols  released  to  teams  on  Tuesday  showed
vaccinated players will only be tested if they show coronavirus symptoms or are a close contact of a
positive case. However, unvaccinated players will have to undergo daily testing prior to entering a
team facility, participating in team activities or interacting with players and coaches.
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/sports/unvaccinated-players-face-extensive-covid-19-restrictions-espn-2021-09-29/

Zimbabwe's vaccine mandates squeeze some of world's poorest
For months, Acholo Jani was told to get a COVID-19 vaccination because it might save his life. He
hesitated, fearful of potential side effects. But the moment he was told it would save his job, Jani got
in line. The 43-year-old mechanic’s employer is among many in Zimbabwe mandating shots for their
staff, including the government, which is requiring the vaccine for its 500,000 employees. That sets
the  southern  African  nation  apart  from nearly  every  other  on  the  continent,  where  the  most
immediate challenge is still  simply acquiring enough doses. Zimbabwe, by contrast, says it has
ample supply for now, mostly purchased from China, but that hesitancy is holding back its campaign
— a problem that has also troubled other African countries, partly driven by a general distrust of
authorities. But Zimbabwe’s strategy is raising worrying rights questions.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-africa-health-zimbabwe-southern-africa-0f2e4165f502f61b9c700cc
586dad2c1

Tanzania: Samia Calls for Mass Education on Coronavirus Vaccine
President  Samia  Suluhu Hassan urged religious  leaders  to  help  educate  their  members  about
coronavirus and vaccine currently administered freely and voluntarily across the country. Addressing
clerics and bishops of the Anglican Church of Tanzania at the church's 50th anniversary held in
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Dodoma, President Samia it is important for the citizen to be well informed about the vaccine.
"Vaccine helps reduce complications as well as mortality," she said. "We have to use all means
necessary and vaccine is one of them." Apparently some church members had managed to develop
a locally made-vaccine claimed to battle coronavirus. President Samia hailed the initiative insisting
that her administration would help verify the efficacy of the vaccine with health authorities before
mass production. "Let me congratulate the youth from this church who are trying to get a vaccine...
We will help send some samples to international institutions for testing and if approved it can be
allowed so that more people will get vaccinated," she noted.
https://allafrica.com/stories/202109290405.html

Roll-out of Covid-19 boosters to NI care homes gets underway
Health Minister Robin Swann has welcomed the roll-out of the Covid-19 booster jab programme in
Northern Ireland. Health Trust vaccinator teams are bringing the boosters to care home residents
and staff as part of a planned programme. The minister said the roll-out will be on phased basis, as
the booster vaccine dose is to be offered no earlier than six months after receipt of the second dose.
“I very much welcome the fact that vaccinator teams are providing vital vaccine booster doses to
care home residents and staff," said Robin Swann. “This will give added and important protection for
some of  the  most  vulnerable  people  in  our  society  as  we  head  towards  winter."  The  Health
Department said the wider booster dose programme will begin in October for those eligible.
https://www.itv.com/news/utv/2021-09-29/roll-out-of-covid-19-boosters-to-ni-care-homes-gets-underway

Sri Lanka to lift quarantine curfew on Oct. 1 as COVID-19 cases decline
Sri Lanka's President Gotabaya Rajapaksa on Wednesday instructed related authorities to lift the
existing nationwide quarantine curfew over COVID-19 on Oct. 1 as the South Asian country has seen
a decline in coronavirus infections.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-09/29/c_1310217943.htm

Slovenia temporarily suspends J&J's Janssen COVID-19 vaccine
Slovenia on Wednesday temporarily  suspended the application of  Johnson & Johnson's  Janssen
COVID-19 vaccines after the death of a young woman, health minister Janez Poklukar was quoted as
saying by the STA national news agency. Johnson & Johnson was not available for an immediate
comment. "The patient had blood clots and bleeding in the brain at the same time, intensive care
was not successful," Igor Rigler, a neurologist at the Ljubljana hospital centre, told the STA.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/slovenia-temporarily-suspends-jjs-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-2021-09-29/

Vatican orders all staff to be vaccinated or undergo regular Covid-19 testing
The  Vatican  made  the  announcement  on  Tuesday  to  staff,  according  to  reports.  Even  the  most
senior members of the Catholic Church will not be exempt. The Pope has made the Catholic Church's
stance on vaccinations clear. Francis himself was vaccinated in January and has called it a 'moral
duty.' On Monday, Pope Francis emphasised the need for attention to be given to other diseases
after Covid-19 has taken up most resources for almost two years
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10041317/Vatican-orders-staff-vaccinated-undergo-regular-Covid-19-testing.
html

Four in five students had received at least one Covid-19 jab by August – poll
More than four in five university students had received at least one Covid-19 vaccination by August,
a  survey  suggests.  The  figure  is  now  likely  to  be  “considerably  higher”,  the  National  Union  of
Students (NUS) has said, as a further one in 10 said they intended to have a vaccine as soon as
possible. The survey, of more than 5,000 students between July and August, suggests that three in
five (60%) students who are moving into halls of residences are concerned about living with others.
This is partly down to a fear of catching Covid-19 and others not following rules and good hygiene,
according to the NUS poll.
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https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/national-union-of-students-students-isolation-government-department-for-educa
tion-b957762.html

Swiss buy 150,000 doses of J&J COVID-19 vaccine
Switzerland has agreed to buy 150,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines. from Johnson & Johnson that
will arrive this week and be distributed to regional authorities next week, the government said on
Wednesday. Switzerland has relied so far on vaccines from Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna using new
mRNA technology but also considered standard vector jabs from Johnson & Johnson to help persuade
more people to get immunized. “People aged 12 and over are still recommended to be vaccinated
primarily with an mRNA vaccine, as this offers a very high level of protection and is very safe,” the
Federal Office of Public Health said.
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-swiss/update-1-swiss-buy-150000-doses-of-jj-covid-19-vaccine-idU
SL8N2QV2Q0

Americans Are Getting Covid-19 Boosters—No Questions Asked
The Food and Drug Administration and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have authorized a
third  shot  of  the  vaccine  made  by  Pfizer  Inc.  and  BioNTech  SE  for  a  wide  swath  of  the  U.S.
population. Anyone over age 65 is eligible for a booster shot, as is anyone over 18 with a pre-
existing condition predisposing the person toward a severe case of Covid-19. Also eligible are those
with a job or living situation that poses a higher risk of contracting Covid-19. Boosters for all patients
must be given at least six months after an initial Pfizer vaccine course. Patients who received initial
doses of the vaccines made by Moderna Inc. and Johnson & Johnson aren’t eligible yet. Approval of a
booster regimen for those patients is expected in the coming months. The FDA did amend its
emergency-use  authorization  in  August,  however,  to  allow  a  third  Moderna  dose  for
immunocompromised  people.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/americans-are-getting-covid-19-boostersno-questions-asked-11632916800

Employer vaccine mandates convert some workers, but not all
Businesses that have announced vaccine mandates say some workers who had been on the fence
have since gotten inoculated against COVID-19. But many holdouts remain — a likely sign of what is
to  come  once  a  federal  mandate  goes  into  effect.  Even  before  President  Joe  Biden’s  Sept.  9
announcement that companies with more than 100 workers would have to require vaccinations,
dozens of companies, including Amtrak, Microsoft, United Airlines and Disney issued ultimatums to
most workers. And smaller companies in New York, San Francisco and New Orleans have been
required  to  implement  mandates  for  customers  and  workers.  Some  mandates  seem to  have
converted hesitant workers, but employers are still dealing with holdouts. United said late Tuesday it
will begin terminating 593 employees over the next few days for refusing to get vaccinated. Other
companies  are  offering  alternatives,  including  weekly  testing  or  working  remotely  or  away  from
other  staff.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-joe-biden-business-new-york-health-831b555fad96822e1a6840286
d73c78e

In India, demand for Russia’s expensive Sputnik vaccine sputters
Some of India’s private hospitals have cancelled orders for Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine as they
struggle to sell COVID-19 shots amid surging supplies of free doses of other vaccines offered by the
government. Some industry officials said low demand and the extremely cold storage temperatures
required have spurred at least three big hospitals to cancel orders for Sputnik V, sold only on the
private market in the world’s biggest producer of vaccines.
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/9/29/in-india-demand-for-russias-expensive-sputnik-vaccine-sputters

AT&T mandates COVID-19 vaccination for union-represented employees
AT&T Inc said on Wednesday it would require its union-represented employees to be vaccinated
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against  COVID-19  before  entering  their  work  location,  following  a  similar  mandate  for  its
management employees last month. The U.S wireless carrier, one the largest employers of union-
represented workers, said the Communications Workers of America linked employees must be fully
vaccinated by Feb. 1, 2022. CWA represents more than 150,000 employees at AT&T. Other major
companies including Facebook Inc, Google and Microsoft Corp have also mandated vaccinations for
employees as the highly contagious Delta variant of the coronavirus drives up infections in the
United States.
https://www.reuters.com/world/the-great-reboot/att-mandates-covid-19-vaccination-union-represented-employees-20
21-09-29/

Partisan Exits

YouTube Will Remove Videos With Misinformation About Any Vaccine
YouTube will begin removing content questioning any approved medical vaccine, not just those for
Covid-19, a departure from the video site’s historically hands-off approach. The division of Alphabet
Inc.’s Google announced Wednesday that it will extend its policy against misinformation to cover all
vaccines  that  health  authorities  consider  effective.  The  ban  will  include  any  media  that  claims
vaccines are dangerous or lead to chronic health outcomes such as autism, said Matt Halprin,
YouTube’s vice president for trust and safety. A year ago, YouTube banned certain videos critical of
Covid-19 vaccines. The company said it has since pulled more than 130,000 videos for violating that
rule.  But  many videos got  around the rule  by making dubious claims about  vaccines without
mentioning Covid-19. YouTube determined its policy was too limited.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-29/youtube-will-remove-videos-with-misinformation-about-any-va
ccine

YouTube to remove misinformation videos about all vaccines
YouTube is  to  remove videos that  spread misinformation about  all  vaccines,  as  it  steps up a
crackdown on harmful content posted during the coronavirus pandemic. From Wednesday, the video
streaming site, which has already banned Covid jab falsehoods, will take down content that contains
misinformation such as claiming any approved vaccine is dangerous, causes chronic health defects
or does not reduce spread of disease. Under previous guidelines, the platform demoted – effectively
hiding from view – videos that spread misinformation about non-Covid vaccines or promoted vaccine
hesitancy. Last year, YouTube implemented a ban on Covid vaccine misinformation videos, which
has led to 130,000 pieces of content being taken down since then. YouTube, which is owned by
Google,  has  removed  a  total  of  1m videos  for  spreading  general  Covid  falsehoods  since  the
pandemic broke out.
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/sep/29/youtube-to-remove-misinformation-videos-about-all-vaccines

North Carolina hospitals group has sacked employees who refused vaccines
A North Carolina hospital system has terminated about 175 employees in the latest in a slew of
healthcare terminations  due to  Covid  vaccine mandates,  reports  the Washington Post.  Novant
Health, whose headquarters are about an hour and a half away from North Carolina’s capital city of
Raleigh,  announced  on  Monday  that  it  had  fired  the  employees  for  failing  to  comply  with  the
organization’s mandatory vaccine policy. “We stand by our decision to make the vaccine mandatory
as we have a responsibility to protect our patients, visitors and team members, regardless of where
they are in our health system,” said Novant Health in a statement.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/28/north-carolina-hospitals-sacked-employees-vaccine-mandate

Brazil hospital chain hid Covid-19 deaths, whistleblowers' lawyer tells Senate
A Brazilian hospital chain gave unproven Covid-19 treatments to patients without their knowledge, a
lawyer for a group of whistleblowing doctors alleged to the country's parliamentary inquiry on the
pandemic on Tuesday.  At  least  nine patients  at  hospitals  operated by Prevent  Senior  died of
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Covid-19 while they were unwittingly receiving the experimental treatments, said Bruna Morato,
representing 12 anonymous doctors who worked for the health care provider. The company, which
also offers private health insurance,  has denied all  allegations.  Morato alleged that Prevent Senior
hospitals were used as "laboratories" for studies with so-called "Covid kit," containing drugs that
have  been  proven  ineffective  for  the  treatment  of  Covid-19,  such  as  ivermectin  and
hydroxychloroquine. These studies were allegedly conducted between March and April  of 2020.
Patients and relatives were not made aware those drugs were being administered, and Prevent
Senior  doctors  were  pressured  internally  to  prescribe  and  distribute  such  drugs,  Morato  also
claimed. "Very vulnerable elderly patients were told there was a good treatment, but they did not
know they were being used as guinea pigs," she said.
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/29/americas/brazil-hospital-hid-covid-19-deaths-intl/index.html

United says nearly 600 staff face termination for vaccine refusal
United Airlines has said that nearly 600 US-based employees faced termination after failing to
comply  with  the  carrier’s  vaccination  policy.  In  early  August,  the  company  became  the  first  US
carrier to require COVID-19 vaccinations for all domestic employees, requiring proof of vaccination
by  Monday.  The  carrier  said  it  would  start  on  Tuesday  the  process  of  firing  593  employees  who
decided not to get vaccinated. “This was an incredibly difficult decision but keeping our team safe
has  always  been  our  first  priority,”  Chief  Executive  Scott  Kirby  and  President  Brett  Hart  told
employees in a memo. The workers can save their jobs if they get vaccinated before their formal
termination meetings, the company officials said.
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/9/29/united-says-nearly-600-workers-face-termination-for-no-vaccine

Wyoming city reflects vaccine hesitancy in conservative US
As her beloved grandmother’s health declined, Lauren Pfenning’s family insisted that she get a
COVID-19 vaccine before paying her a final visit. She spent over a week researching vaccines on the
internet and anguished over the decision during and after 12-hour shifts at her job hauling coal in an
open-pit mine near Gillette, Wyoming. Her grandmother died earlier this month before she made a
decision,  but  Pfenning stands by her  choice to  not  get  vaccinated.  Pfenning embodies the fiercely
independent, deeply conservative Wyoming way of life that has defined the state’s response to the
pandemic and made it the second-least vaccinated state as of Tuesday, behind only West Virginia.
Only 23% of residents in her county have been vaccinated, putting it among the bottom handful of
places in America that have not cracked 25% with their COVID-19 immunization rates.
https://apnews.com/article/wyoming-low-covid-vaccine-rate-impact-5381fe4e9f96ae7461e0cb68e98aea49

Continued Lockdown

Women followed lockdown rules more closely than men, study shows
The first Covid lockdown showed that women followed rules more closely than men, according to a
new study which branded the restrictions a ‘live social experiment’. Researchers looking at 15% of
the Austrian  population’s  behaviour  said  that  everyone tended to  make significantly  longer  phone
calls during the crisis. Men were found to be less likely to accept having their movements restricted
by lockdown measures and tended to return to normal more quickly, along with younger people.
Scientists looked at anonymised mobile phone data from 1.2 million Austrians between February and
June 2020, to study the impact of the first lockdown on behaviour in the central European country.
https://metro.co.uk/2021/09/28/women-followed-lockdown-rules-more-closely-than-men-study-shows-15330411/

Scientific Viewpoint

Covid: 37% of people have symptoms six months after infection
One in three people infected with coronavirus will experience at least one symptom of long Covid, a
new study suggests. Much of the existing research into the condition – a mixture of symptoms
reported by people often months after they were originally ill with Covid-19 – has been based either
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on self-reported symptoms or  small  studies.  Now researchers  at  the University  of  Oxford,  the
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) and the Oxford Health Biomedical Research Centre
(BRC) have shed fresh light on the scale of the problem after studying more than 270,000 people
recovering from coronavirus in the US. They found 37% of patients had at least one long Covid
symptom  diagnosed  three  to  six  months  after  infection.  The  most  common  symptoms  were
breathing problems, abdominal symptoms, fatigue, pain and anxiety or depression.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/28/covid-37-of-people-have-symptoms-six-months-after-infection

Coronavirus can transform pancreas cell function; certain genes may protect an infected
person's spouse
Coronavirus transforms pancreas cell  function -  When the coronavirus infects cells,  it  not only
impairs their activity but can also change their function, new findings suggest.  For example, when
insulin-producing beta cells in the pancreas become infected with the virus, they not only produce
much less insulin than usual, but also start to produce glucose and digestive enzymes, which is not
their job, researchers found. "We call this a change of cell fate," said study leader Dr. Shuibing Chen,
who described the work in a presentation on Tuesday at the annual meeting of the European
Association for the Study of Diabetes, held virtually this year. It is not clear whether the changes are
long-lasting, or if they might be reversible, the researchers noted earlier in a report published in Cell
Metabolism.  Chen noted that  some COVID-19 survivors  have developed diabetes  shortly  after
infection.  "It  is  definitely  worth  investigating  the  rate  of  new-onset  diabetes  patients  in  this
COVID-19  pandemic,"  she  said  in  a  statement.  Her  team  has  been  experimenting  with  the
coronavirus in clusters of cells engineered to create mini-organs, or organoids, that resemble the
lungs,  liver,  intestines,  heart  and  nervous  system.  Their  findings  suggest  loss  of  cell  fate/function
may be happening in lung tissues as well, Chen, from Weill Cornell Medicine in New York, told
Reuters.
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/science/coronavirus-can-transform-pancreas-cell-function-certain-genes-may-protec
t-an-2021-09-29/

Merck says research shows its COVID-19 pill works against variants
Laboratory studies show that Merck & Co's experimental oral COVID-19 antiviral drug, molnupiravir,
is  likely  to  be  effective  against  known  variants  of  the  coronavirus,  including  the  dominant,  highly
transmissible Delta, the company said on Wednesday. Since molnupiravir does not target the spike
protein  of  the  virus  -  the  target  of  all  current  COVID-19  vaccines  -  which  defines  the  differences
between the variants, the drug should be equally effective as the virus continues to evolve, said Jay
Grobler, head of infectious disease and vaccines at Merck. Molnupiravir instead targets the viral
polymerase, an enzyme needed for the virus to make copies of itself. It is designed to work by
introducing errors into the genetic code of the virus.
https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/merck-says-research-shows-its-covid-19-pill-works-against-variants/ar-AA
OXIgI

EU to decide on Pfizer booster on Oct. 4 - document
The  EU's  drugs  regulator  will  decide  on  Monday  whether  to  approve  Pfizer's  COVID-19  booster
vaccine, but it is unlikely to give precise guidance on who should receive it, according to an internal
document and two officials.  If  the European Medicines Agency (EMA) gives its  backing for  the jab,
the 27-member block would join the United States, Britain and Israel which have already received
the green light to deploy boosters, even though there is no consensus among scientists that they
are necessary.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/exclusive-eu-decide-pfizer-booster-oct-4-document-20
21-09-29/

Covid-19 Cases Improving in 47 of 50 States
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The U.S. recovery from the latest Covid-19 wave is taking hold across the country, with cases
dropping or poised to start falling in the vast majority of states. In 47 states plus the nation’s capital,
a measure of average new infections from one newly infected person is below the key level of 1,
signaling that cases are expected to decline, according to covidestim, a modeling project with
contributers from Yale School of Public Health, Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health and
Stanford Medicine.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-29/u-s-covid-recovery-spreads-as-prospects-improve-in-47-states

Too slow Sanofi calls time on coronavirus vaccine program
As  rivals  entrench  their  lead  in  the  coronavirus  vaccine  market,  French  vaccines  giant  Sanofi  has
finally called time on its COVID-19 vaccine development programme, arguing there is not room now
for a fresh vaccine in a highly active vaccine market place.
https://www.thepharmaletter.com/article/too-slow-sanofi-calls-time-on-coronavirus-vaccine-program

NIAID awards approximately $36.3 million to fuel vaccine research for coronaviruses
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of
Health, has awarded approximately $36.3 million to three academic institutions to conduct research
to develop vaccines to protect against multiple types of coronaviruses and viral variants. The awards
are intended to fuel vaccine research for a diverse family of coronaviruses, with a primary focus on
potential pandemic-causing coronaviruses, such as SARS-CoV-2. The new awards are funded by
NIAID's Division of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases and its Division of Allergy, Immunology, and
Transplantation  through  the  Emergency  Awards  Notice  of  Special  Interest  (NOSI)  on  Pa.n-
Coronavirus Vaccine Development Program Projects. The notice was issued in November 2020 while
many SARS-CoV-2 vaccines were still  under development because a critical  need remained for
prophylactic  vaccines  offering  broad  protective  immunity  against  other  coronaviruses,  such  as
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus (SARS-CoV).
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20210928/NIAID-awards-approximately-24363-million-to-fuel-vaccine-research-f
or-coronaviruses.aspx

Sanofi reports positive Phase I/II interim trial data of Covid-19 vaccine
Sanofi has reported positive interim results from a Phase I/II clinical trial of its messenger ribonucleic
acid (mRNA)-based Covid-19 vaccine candidate. These results establish the potential of the lately
acquired  mRNA  and  lipid  nanoparticle  (LNP)  platform  from  Translate  Bio  and  also  back  Sanofi’s
mRNA  strategy.  According  to  the  preliminary  data  from  the  trial,  neutralising  antibody
seroconversion defined as a four-times rise compared to baseline was observed in 91% to 100% of
trial subjects two weeks after the second vaccine dose. This trend was noted across all the three
dosages  tested,  Sanofi  said.  Furthermore,  no  safety  concerns  were  reported  while  the  tolerability
profile was in line with that of other unmodified mRNA Covid-19 vaccines. Sanofi Pasteur Research
and Development (R&D) global head Jean-Francois Toussaint said: “We have made an impressive
move just nine months after the worldwide proof of concept of mRNA vaccines and only 17 since we
started this first mRNA vaccine project.
https://www.pharmaceutical-technology.com/news/sanofi-positive-trial-data-covid-19-vaccine/

COVID-19: Vitamin A nasal drops to be trialled to help restore smell loss
A 12-week trial will look at whether nasal drops can help those who lost their sense of smell after
having COVID-19. The "Apollo trial" will treat people who have experienced a loss of smell or altered
sense of smell because of coronavirus using vitamin A nasal drops. The University of East Anglia
(UEA) said research from Germany has shown the potential benefit of the vitamin, and its team "will
explore how this treatment works to help repair tissues in the nose damaged by viruses". They hope
the trial  "could one day help improve the lives of  millions around the world who suffer from smell
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loss, by returning their fifth sense".
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-vitamin-a-nasal-drops-to-be-trialled-to-help-restore-smell-loss-12420953

Algeria to start Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine production Wednesday
Algeria will start production of COVID-19 vaccine Sinovac in partnership with China on Wednesday
with the aim of meeting domestic demand and exporting the surplus, the prime minister's office said
on Tuesday. The government has said production capacity will stand at 1 million, 2 million and 3
million doses in October, November and December respectively, before reaching 5 million doses per
month from January. The North African country has been importing vaccines, mainly Sinovac, since
the coronavirus pandemic began in March 2020.
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/algeria-start-sinovac-covid-19-vaccine-production-wednesday-2021-09-28/

Some may have ‘protective version of gene which resists severe Covid-19’ – study
Some people possess a version of a gene which can potentially restrain the virus which causes
Covid-19, a study has indicated. The findings offer an explanation for why some people have better
natural defences against serious Sars-CoV-2 infection, say scientists. Scientists suggest antiviral
responses are better in people who have a more protective “prenylated” version of the OAS1 gene,
while others have a version which fails to detect the virus. But if new variants learn to evade the
protection  offered by the prenylated gene they could  become “substantially  more pathogenic  and
transmissible in unvaccinated populations”, say experts.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/university-of-glasgow-medical-research-council-b957776.html

At least one long-term symptom seen in 37% of COVID-19 patients -study
At least one long-term COVID-19 symptom was found in 37% of patients three to six months after
they were infected by the virus, a large study from Oxford University and the National Institute for
Health Research showed on Wednesday. The most common symptoms included breathing problems,
fatigue, pain and anxiety, Oxford University said, after investigating symptoms in over 270,000
people recovering from COVID-19. The symptoms were more frequent among people who had been
previously hospitalised with COVID-19 and were slightly more common among women, according to
the study.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/least-one-long-term-symptom-seen-third-covid-19-pati
ents-study-2021-09-29/

How COVID-19 can damage all five senses
Considering how sick he was, Michael Goldsmith seemed like one of the lucky ones, because he
survived. After becoming severely ill with COVID-19 in March 2020, he spent 22 days on a ventilator
in the ICU. Fortunately, Goldsmith’s condition improved, and he was moved to an intermediate level
of care in the hospital as he recovered. That’s when he began to realise he had lost most of his
hearing in his left ear. “Anything I did hear had to be loud, and then it sounded like Charlie Brown’s
teacher,” says Goldsmith, now 35, referencing the nonsensical noises the teacher made in the
popular cartoon show. He also had a static sound in that ear that turned out to be tinnitus. After he
fully  recovered  from  the  infection  and  went  back  to  his  home  in  Bergenfield,  New  Jersey,  the  IT
security analyst and father of two saw one doctor after another, seeking relief for his hearing
problems. He tried several different prescription medicines, and still he was no better off.
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/science-and-technology/2021/09/how-covid-19-can-damage-all-five-senses

Pfizer vaccine for kids may not be available until November
Pfizer has submitted research to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on the effectiveness of its
COVID-19 vaccine in children but the shots may not be available until November. The company said
Tuesday it provided health regulators with data from a recent study of its vaccine in children 5 to 11
years old. Officials had said previously they would file an application with the FDA to authorize use in
the coming weeks. Once the company files its application, U.S. regulators and public health officials
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will review the evidence and consult with their advisory committees in public meetings to determine
if the shots are safe and effective enough to recommend use.
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-business-health-public-health-coronavirus-vaccine-c7b36467a538f8
8c912c5b5b7633d6d4

A new study points to the power of wearables to predict even presymptomatic infections,
suggesting use one day against Covid-19
A new study that infected willing participants with common cold and flu viruses provides the most
rigorous evidence yet that wearable health monitors could predict infections, even before a person
starts  experiencing  symptoms.  If  the  wearables  can  similarly  predict  infections  in  real-world
conditions, the technology could add to existing disease surveillance and testing methods. But
unresolved issues with standardizing wearables and testing them on diverse populations raise
questions about their immediate utility. The new study, published Wednesday in JAMA Network
Open, took aim at a research problem that has plagued other efforts to study wearables as infection
detectors: small sample size. In two previous studies that looked at wearable devices like Apple
Watches and Fitbits, tens of thousands of enrolled individuals corresponded to around 50 cases of
Covid-19. In these studies and similar ones, it wasn’t clear when infected people first contracted the
virus, further constraining the possibility of making predictions.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/29/wearables-predict-presymptomatic-infections-study/

Side effect rates from a third Covid-19 vaccine dose similar to those after second shot,
early data indicate
People who’ve received a third dose of a Covid-19 vaccine are reporting rates of side effects similar
to those after the second dose, according to data released Tuesday by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. The new report, published in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report,
relies on submissions from thousands of people who received third shots of the mRNA vaccines from
Pfizer-BioNTech  and  Moderna  after  such  doses  were  authorized  for  people  with  compromised
immune  systems.  People  submitted  their  reactions  to  v-safe,  the  CDC’s  smartphone-based
surveillance network. Among more than 12,500 people who completed surveys after each shot,
79.4% of people reported local reactions (including itching, pain, or redness at the injection site),
while 74.1% reported systemic reactions (mostly fatigue, muscle aches, and headaches), typically
the day after the shot. That compared to 77.6% and 76.5% of the people who reported local or
systemic reactions, respectively, after their second shot.
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/28/side-effect-rates-from-a-third-covid-19-vaccine-dose-similar-to-those-after-sec
ond-shot-early-data-indicate/

Coronavirus Resurgence

Victoria records 950 COVID-19 cases and seven deaths as some restrictions ease slightly
It represents another day of record-high numbers as the state's outbreak worsens. With lockdowns
now pegged to vaccination rates, some restrictions have eased across the state. The Latrobe Valley
in Gippsland has seen huge demand for testing on its first day of lockdown
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-29/victoria-records-new-covid-cases-and-vaccine-progress/100499188

Record rate of new Covid-19 cases in Wales as third wave surges
Wales is recording its highest rate of new cases of Covid-19 since comparable records began, as the
third wave of coronavirus continues to surge across the nation, new figures show. A total of 20,806
new cases were recorded in the seven days to September 23 – the equivalent of 656.4 cases per
100,000 people. This is higher than at any point since mass testing was introduced in the UK in
summer 2020. It is also up sharply from 536.1 cases per 100,000 people one week earlier.
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/wales-scotland-northern-ireland-england-cambridge-university-b957761.html
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Covid-19 Australia: NSW is rocked by a pandemic -record 15 deaths and 863 new cases
State recorded 863 cases of Covid-19 and pandemic-worst 15 deaths overnight. Ms Berejiklian said
86.2 per cent of state's population single-dose vaccinated. Premier expects NSW to reach the 90 per
cent  single-dose  figure  by  next  week.  Unvaccinated  face  $1,000  fine  if  they're  caught  enjoying
October  11  freedoms.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10039563/NSW-rocked-pandemic-record-15-deaths-863-new-Covid-19-cases
.html

New Zealand's COVID cases jump as its battles Delta variant
New Zealand's daily coronavirus cases jumped to their highest level in weeks on Wednesday, a
setback to the South Pacific nation's battle to eliminate the highly infectious Delta variant from its
shores. Health authorities reported 45 new cases, all in the biggest city, Auckland, taking the total
number of cases in the current outbreak to 1,230. It's much higher than the eight reported on
Tuesday, and the highest number of daily cases since Sept 2.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/new-zealands-covid-cases-jump-its-battles-delta-variant-2021-09-29/

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10039563/NSW-rocked-pandemic-record-15-deaths-863-new-Covid-19-cases.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10039563/NSW-rocked-pandemic-record-15-deaths-863-new-Covid-19-cases.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/new-zealands-covid-cases-jump-its-battles-delta-variant-2021-09-29/

