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Lockdown Exit

Beijing to allow indoor dining, further easing COVID curbs
Beijing will further relax COVID-19 curbs by allowing indoor dining, as China's capital steadily returns
to  normal  with  inflections  falling,  state  media  said  on  Sunday.  Beijing  and  the  commercial  hub
Shanghai have been returning to normal in recent days after two months of painful lockdowns to
crush outbreaks of the Omicron variant. Dine-in service in Beijing will resume on Monday, except for
the Fengtai district and some parts of the Changping district, the Beijing Daily said. Restaurants and
bars have been restricted to takeaway since early May.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-reports-162-new-covid-cases-june-4-vs-171-day-earlier-2022-06-05/

After Shanghai lockdown, many struggle to pick up the pieces
As many Shanghai residents rushed onto the streets this week to reunite with friends and pop
champagne to celebrate the end of a two month-long lockdown, Li Menghua was busy packing up
his hair salon, a casualty of the draconian quest to stamp out COVID-19. Li, 24, set up his salon three
years ago after leaving home in Henan province to seek his fortune in China's largest and most
prosperous city. "Our business was really good, always busy with customers. But because of the
pandemic, a lot of shopfronts have to close," he said.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/after-shanghai-lockdown-many-struggle-pick-up-pieces-2022-06-02/

Moderna delays COVID vaccine deliveries to EU by several months
Moderna Inc said on Thursday it has agreed to push back some COVID-19 vaccine deliveries to the
European Union by several months to later in 2022 or early next year. Shares of Moderna fell nearly
2% before the bell over the delay, even though the company stuck to its vaccine sales forecast of
$21 billion for 2022. Delivery of  the doses were originally planned in the second quarter,  the
European Commission said in a statement.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/moderna-eu-push-back-covid-vaccine-delivery-by-several-months-2022-06-02/

S.Korea to lift quarantine requirement for non-vaccinated foreign arrivals
South Korea's prime minister on Friday said the country will  lift  its quarantine requirement for
foreign arrivals without vaccination from June 8 and also start lifting aviation regulations imposed for
international  flights.  However,  the  government  will  maintain  the  requirement  of  a  negative
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test result prior to entry and a PCR test within 72 hours after
arrival.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorea-pm-lift-quarantine-requirement-foreign-arrivals-without-vaccinatio
n-2022-06-02/

UAE achieves 100% COVID vaccination target -state news agency
The United Arab Emirates has vaccinated all those who must be vaccinated against COVID-19 in the
oil-rich Gulf Arab state, state news agency WAM reported on Thursday. The UAE "announces that
100% of the targeted categories have been vaccinated," it said.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uae-achieves-100-covid-vaccination-target-state-news-agency-2022-06-0
2/

When Will This COVID Wave End?
In mid-March, I began to notice a theme within my social circle in New York, where I live: COVID—it
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finally  got  me!  At  that  point,  I  didn’t  think  much  of  it.  Only  a  few  of  my  friends  seemed  to  be
affected, and case counts were still pretty low, all things considered. By April, images of rapid tests
bearing the dreaded double bars were popping up all over my Instagram feed. Because cases had
been rising slowly but steadily, I dismissed the trend to the back of my mind. Its presence nagged
quietly throughout May, when I attended a party at a crowded hotel and hurled myself into a raging
mosh pit. As I emerged, sweating, cases were still creeping upward. Only last week, more than two
months  later,  did  cases  finally  stop  rising  in  New  York—but  they’ve  plateaued  more  than  they’ve
fallen back to Earth. If you simply look at the case counts, this surge is not even in the same
stratosphere as the peak of Omicron during the winter, but our current numbers are certainly a
massive undercount now that rapid tests are everywhere. The same sort of drawn-out wave has
unfolded across the Northeast in recent months, and frankly, it’s a little weird: The biggest waves
that have struck the region have been tsunamis of infections that come and go, as opposed to the
rising tide  we’re  seeing now.  Other  parts  of  the country  currently  seem poised to  follow the
Northeast. In the past two weeks, cases have noticeably increased in states such as Arizona, South
Carolina, and West Virginia; California’s daily average case count has risen 36 percent. In April, I
called the coronavirus’s latest turn an “invisible wave.” Now I’m starting to think of it as the “When
will it end?” wave.
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2022/06/omicron-variant-seasonal-infections/661181/

WHO says COVID in N.Korea likely 'getting worse, not better'
The  World  Health  Organization  has  cast  doubts  on  North  Korea's  claims  of  progress  in  the  fight
against a COVID-19 outbreak, saying it believes the situation is getting worse, not better, amid an
absence of independent data. North Korean state media has said the COVID wave has abated, after
daily numbers of people with fever topped 390,000 about two weeks ago. Pyongyang has never
directly  confirmed  how  many  people  have  tested  positive  for  the  virus  but  experts  suspect
underreporting  in  the  figures  released through government-controlled  media,  making it  difficult  to
assess the scale of the situation.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-says-covid-nkorea-likely-getting-worse-not-better-2022-06-02/

Shanghai Celebrates Reopening as Beijing's Zero-Covid Plan Stays in Place
Shanghai  residents  took  selfies  outside  and  toasted  with  champagne  as  the  city  emerged  from  a
Covid-19 lockdown that lasted more than two months. But there are economic challenges ahead as
China shows no signs of easing its zero-covid strategy.
https://www.wsj.com/video/series/on-the-news/shanghai-celebrates-reopening-as-beijings-zero-covid-plan-stays-in-pla
ce/ED6EA2B6-8368-408B-A0B0-E296D905FD8A

China Plans for Years of Covid Zero Strategy With Tests on Every Corner
After a bruising lockdown in Shanghai and severe curbs in Beijing were needed to halt the spread of
Covid-19, China is doubling down on mass-testing in a move that’s dashing hopes for a shift away
from its costly Covid Zero strategy. A network of tens of thousands of lab testing booths are being
set up across the country’s largest and most economically vital cities, with the goal of having
residents always just a 15 minute walk away from a swabbing point. The infrastructure will allow
cities like Beijing, Shanghai, tech hub Shenzhen and e-commerce heartland Hangzhou to require
tests as often as every 48 hours, with negative results needed to get on the subway or even enter a
store.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-31/china-plans-for-years-of-covid-zero-with-tests-on-every-corner

Japan to resume tourism in June; only packaged tour for now
Japan will open its borders to foreign tourists in June for the first time since imposing tight pandemic
travel restrictions about two years ago, but only for package tours for now
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/tokyo-ap-japan-fumio-kishida-tourists-b2088038.html
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Exit Strategies

Airlines step up push to get U.S. to drop international COVID-19 testing rule
American  Airlines  Chief  Executive  Robert  Isom  said  on  Friday  at  a  conference  the  testing
requirements were "nonsensical" and were "depressing" leisure and business travel. Airlines say
many Americans are not traveling internationally because of concerns they will test positive and be
stranded abroad. International U.S. air travel remains down about 14% from pre-pandemic levels.
Isom,  who met  with  politicians  in  Washington on Thursday to  discuss  the issue,  said  75% of
countries American serves do not have testing requirements. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention  (CDC)  requires  travelers  to  test  negative  within  one  day  before  flights  to  the  United
States.
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/airlines-step-up-push-get-us-drop-international-covid-19-testing
-rule-2022-06-03/

White House: 1st shots for kids under 5 possible by June 21
The Biden administration said Thursday that children under 5 may be able to get their first COVID-19
vaccination doses as soon as June 21, if federal regulators authorize shots for the age group, as
expected. White House COVID-19 coordinator Ashish Jha outlined the administration’s planning for
the last remaining ineligible age group to get shots. He said the Food and Drug Administration’s
outside  panel  of  advisers  will  meet  on  June  14-15  to  evaluate  the  Pfizer  and  Moderna  shots  for
younger kids. Shipments to doctors’ offices and pediatric care facilities would begin soon after FDA
authorization,  with  the  first  shots  possible  the  following  week.  Jha  said  states  can  begin  placing
orders for pediatric vaccines on Friday, and said the administration has an initial supply of 10 million
doses available. He said it may take a few days for the vaccines to arrive across the country and
vaccine appointments to be widespread.
https://apnews.com/51bdbc5b3ddb19d1d42f2075bfb121cb

Vaccinations of young children could begin 'in earnest' by June 21 -White House
The White House expects vaccinations of young children to begin in earnest as early as June 21, if
federal authorities approve their use in coming weeks, White House COVID response coordinator
Ashish Jha said on Thursday.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/vaccinations-young-children-could-begin-in-earnest-by-june-21-white-house-2022-0
6-02/

Pfizer's Paxlovid reduces COVID risk in seniors regardless of vaccine status -study
Pfizer  Inc's  antiviral  treatment  Paxlovid  reduces  COVID-19  hospitalization  and  death  rates  in
vaccinated and unvaccinated patients  65 years  and older,  according to  a  new study in  Israel
conducted during the rise of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pfizers-paxlovid-reduces-covid-risk-seniors-regardless-
vaccine-status-study-2022-06-02/

Beijing Sticks to Xi’s Covid-19 Stance While Endorsing Premier as Economic Fixer
As China tries to bounce back from costly Covid-19 lockdowns, a two-track approach is emerging in
Beijing: sticking to President Xi Jinping’s stance on strictly controlling Covid-19 while giving his No. 2,
Premier  Li  Keqiang,  the  task  of  fixing  the  economy.  However,  Mr.  Xi’s  zero-tolerance  approach  to
Covid-19 is complicating Mr. Li’s economic-revival mission. Traditionally in China, the premier is in
charge of the economy, though that division of power had been subverted for much of the past
decade, during which Mr. Xi alone has dominated decision-making. Mr. Li has recently gained a
greater economic role by tapping into worries within the ranks of the ruling Communist Party over
faltering growth and rising unemployment, people close to decision-making say.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/beijing-sticks-to-xis-covid-19-stance-while-endorsing-premier-as-economic-fixer-116542
78219
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Airlines step up push to get U.S. to drop international COVID-19 testing rule
U.S.  airlines  are  stepping  up  their  efforts  to  get  the  Biden  administration  to  end  COVID-19  pre-
departure testing requirements for international air travel. American Airlines Chief Executive Robert
Isom  said  on  Friday  at  a  conference  the  testing  requirements  were  "nonsensical"  and  were
"depressing"  leisure  and  business  travel.  Airlines  say  many  Americans  are  not  traveling
internationally because of concerns they will test positive and be stranded abroad. International U.S.
air travel remains down about 14% from pre-pandemic levels.
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/airlines-step-up-push-get-us-drop-international-covid-19-testing-rule-2022
-06-03/

Hong Kong Airline Body Wants Three-Day Quarantine, No Covid Test
The lobby group representing all airlines flying in and out of Hong Kong is pushing the government
to  cut  the  hotel  quarantine  period  for  travelers  to  three  days  and  wants  pre-flight  Covid-19  tests
scrapped,  according  to  people  with  knowledge  of  the  outreach.  The  Board  of  Airlines
Representatives of Hong Kong also requested authorities abolish a rule that sees flights suspended if
they bring in a certain number of Covid-positive passengers, said the people, asking not to be
identified as the discussions are private.  The push comes as Hong Kong moves to further ease its
contentious pandemic border regime. From Wednesday, the city will stop banning airlines that fly in
passengers  that  do  not  meet  travel  requirements  on  their  first  offense,  instead  levying  a  warning
and HK$20,000 ($2,548) fine.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-31/hong-kong-airline-body-wants-three-day-quarantine-no-covid-t
est

Cotton rally squeezes Asian garment makers, threatens recovery from COVID
Article reports that a near doubling in benchmark cotton futures to 11-year highs, hard on the heels
of a spike in freight and fuel prices, is clobbering Asian apparel makers while their global retail
customers are reluctant to soak up the extra costs. Losses have mounted for garment makers in
Asia, among the region's top employers, with some smaller units suspending operations, rendering
thousands jobless, undermining a recovery from the pandemic and posing a fresh challenge for
policymakers already battling high inflation.
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/cotton-rally-squeezes-asian-garment-makers-threatens-recovery-c
ovid-2022-06-02/

Next China: Shanghai Liberation
Shanghai’s  residents  are  finally  getting  a  real  taste  of  freedom.  After  a  three-month  lockdown  —
including half-hearted easing measures that only served to torment the city's population of 25
million — Shanghai re-opened June 1. No longer do people have to request permission to leave their
residential compounds, nor are they swabbed for Covid on a daily basis. Trains are running again,
shops are re-opening and ride-hailing services can pick up passengers. It’s not all smooth sailing.
Some 10% of the population in high-risk areas are still locked in, gyms and cinemas remain shut,
and residents need to hustle to get a negative Covid test result within the past 72 hours to enter
public spaces. Even so, reaction to the good news was swift. The newly released cheered their
freedoms with fireworks and parties in their housing compounds. Some fled to Hong Kong.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2022-06-02/next-china-shanghai-liberation

South Korea to lift quarantine requirement for non-vaccinated foreign arrivals
South Korea's prime minister on Friday said the country will  lift  its quarantine requirement for
foreign arrivals without vaccination from June 8 and also start lifting aviation regulations imposed for
international  flights.  However,  the  government  will  maintain  the  requirement  of  a  negative
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test result prior to entry and a PCR test within 72 hours after
arrival.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorea-pm-lift-quarantine-requirement-foreign-arrivals-without-vaccinatio
n-2022-06-02/

Partisan Exits

Third of us believe Government is exaggerating number of Covid deaths
A third of UK adults believe the Government is exaggerating the number of deaths from coronavirus,
according to a study into Covid-19 misperceptions. A “stubborn minority” still question the scientific
consensus on vaccine safety and Government reporting of Covid deaths, researchers from King’s
College  London  found.  Some  33%  said  they  believe  the  Government  is  inflating  the  number  of
deaths from coronavirus, with 54% saying this is false. And one in seven say they do not believe
most scientists have reached a consensus that vaccines are safe. Almost three-quarters (74%)
recognise this as true, almost as high as the proportion of the Irish population that recognised this
(75%).  Older  people  were  more  likely  to  believe  in  the  scientific  consensus  on  vaccines  than  the
younger population, the research found.
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/world/third-of-us-believe-government-is-exaggerating-number-of-covid-deaths/ar-A
AXWMgN

Special Olympics Lifts Covid-19 Vaccine Mandate After Facing Fine
Special  Olympics  Inc.  reversed course and dropped its  Covid-19 vaccine requirement  for  staff and
athletes  attending  the  coming  games  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  after  state  officials  there  threatened  the
nonprofit with a $27.5 million fine. Florida’s health department said SOI would be fined $5,000 for
every individual asked to provide proof of vaccination as a condition of attending, a Special Olympics
spokeswoman said. The group had previously required proof. Its USA Games kick off Sunday and run
through June 12. Roughly 5,500 people are expected to attend. Florida passed legislation last year
banning businesses and agencies from mandating vaccines. Last October, the health department
fined Leon County $3.57 million for requiring county staff to be vaccinated against Covid-19.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/special-olympics-lifts-covid-19-vaccine-mandate-after-facing-fine-11654304596

Shanghai Residents Revel in Outdoor Walks, Haircuts and More of the Mundane
Residents gathered at the gates of some housing compounds in Shanghai late Tuesday to stage a
countdown to midnight, when the city’s government lifted anti-Covid-19 restrictions that had kept
them holed up inside their apartments—in many cases for more than two months. Shortly after the
deadline passed, a convoy of cars emerged from the gates of one complex, sounding their horns and
with national flags draped over their hoods, videos circulating on social media showed. Passengers
could be seen standing with their heads out of sunroofs. Firecrackers sparkled in the night sky as a
festive  mood  entered  the  city  after  weeks  of  chaos,  frustration  and  mounting  despair.  From
midnight, the Shanghai authorities said most of the city’s 25 million residents were free to leave
their apartments and residential compounds to go to work, with all businesses cleared to resume
normal  operations.  Officials  are  eager  to  get  China’s  most  economically  important  city  running
again.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghai-residents-revel-in-outdoor-walks-haircuts-and-more-of-the-mundane-1165408
6821?mod=world_major_pos1

Scientific Viewpoint

India approves Biological E. COVID shot as a booster
India  has  approved  Hyderabad-based  drugmaker  Biological  E's  COVID-19  vaccine  as  the  first  mix-
and-match booster dose in the country, the company said on Saturday. The Drugs Controller General
of India (DCGI) gave the nod for the Corbevax vaccine to be administerd as a booster shot to people
age 18 years and over who have already received two doses of either AstraZeneca Plc's Covishield
or Bharat Biotech's Covaxin.
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/india-approves-biological-e-covid-shot-booster-2022-06-04/
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Even a Diehard Covid Test Advocate Says China Is Going Too Far
Michael Mina has long pushed for widespread testing as a way to stop Covid-19 outbreaks in their
tracks. But what China is doing, he says, is going too far. Wedded to a pandemic strategy that still
seeks to eliminate every coronavirus case, the world’s most populous country is rolling out a vast
network of testing booths in urban areas so that millions of people are within a 15-minute walk of
getting swabbed at all times. Cities like Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Hangzhou are requiring
tests  as  often as  every  48 hours  to  access  public  transit,  entertainment  venues  --  and even
workplaces.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-03/even-a-diehard-covid-test-advocate-says-china-is-going-too-far

Novavax hopes its COVID shot wins over FDA, vaccine holdouts
Americans may soon get a new COVID-19 vaccine option -- shots made with a more tried-and-true
technology than today’s versions. The big question: Why should they care? After long delays, the
Food and Drug Administration is expected to decide within weeks whether to authorize Novavax's
vaccine. It’s late in the pandemic for a new choice, with about three-quarters of U.S. adults already
vaccinated. But the company is hoping to find a niche among some of the unvaccinated millions who
might agree to a more traditional kind of shot -- a protein vaccine — and also to become a top
choice for boosters, regardless of which type people got first.  Only about half of vaccinated adults
have gotten a booster.
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/novavax-hopes-covid-shot-wins-163136104.html

Developing world should reap benefits of new monkeypox research, experts urge
As cases of monkeypox in wealthier Western nations spark a flurry of scientific research to combat
the  outbreak,  scientists  are  urging  the  world  to  make  sure  lower-income nations  benefit  from the
fruits of that labor as well. More than 550 confirmed cases of monkeypox have been reported by at
least 30 countries outside of Africa, where the virus is typically found, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO).
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/concern-grows-that-human-medical-waste-implicated-
virus-spillovers-2022-06-02/

Vaccination during pregnancy cuts infant infections; vaccines only modestly reduce long
COVID risk
Article reports that the following is a summary of some recent studies on COVID-19. They include
research that warrants further study to corroborate the findings and that has yet to be certified by
peer review. Vaccines in pregnancy reduce infants'  COVID-19 risk COVID-19 vaccination during
pregnancy appears to lower newborns' risk of coronavirus infection, according to a study conducted
in Norway.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/vaccination-during-pregnancy-cuts-infant-infections-v
accines-only-modestly-2022-06-02/

U.S. FDA flags risk of heart inflammation after Novavax COVID vaccine
The  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administration  hasraised  concerns  about  a  possible  risk  of  heart
inflammation from Novavax Inc's (NVAX.O)COVID-19 vaccine, even as the company's data showed it
could  reduce  the  chances  of  mild-to-severe  disease.  In  Novavax's  nearly  30,000 patient  trial,
conducted between December 2020 and September 2021, there were four cases of a type of heart
inflammation  calledmyocarditis  detected  within  20  days  of  taking  the  protein-based  shot.  "These
events  raise the concern for  a  causal  association with this  vaccine,  similar  to  the association
documented  with  mRNA  COVID-19  vaccines,"  FDA  staff  wrote  in  briefing  documents  released  on
Friday.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-fda-staff-says-novavax-vaccine-lowers-covid-risk-2022-06-03/

Novavax Plunges on 'Harsh' FDA Review Ahead of Tuesday Panel
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Novavax Inc. slumped 20% on Friday after US regulators raised concerns over the biotech’s much-
anticipated  Covid-19  vaccine.  Briefing  documents  released  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration
ahead of a meeting with experts on Tuesday noted some heart risks with the shot, though the
agency was positive on its effectiveness against the omicron variant and more severe disease.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-03/novavax-plunges-after-harsh-fda-review-ahead-of-tuesday-pan
el

Japan study shows women more likely to get skin rash from Moderna shot
A study in Japan found that women were significantly more likely than men to develop rash-like side
effects  after  a  first  dose  of  Moderna  Inc's  COVID-19  vaccine.  The  study  of  5,893  participants
between May and November  last  year  showed that  22.4% of  women developed delayed skin
reactions  after  the  first  shot,  compared  to  5.1%  of  men.  The  symptoms  were  mild  and  not
considered a contraindication of the mRNA-based vaccine, according to the June 1 report in JAMA
Dermatology.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/japan-study-shows-women-more-likely-get-skin-rash-
moderna-shot-2022-06-02/

Health agency confirms community spread of monkeypox in England
Monkeypox appears to be spreading from person to person in England, the UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) said on Wednesday. The usually mild viral disease, which is endemic in west and
central Africa, is understood to spread through close contact. Until early May, cases rarely cropped
up outside Africa and were typically linked to travel to there. "The current outbreak is the first time
that the virus has been passed from person to person in England where travel links to an endemic
country have not been identified," the agency said.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/health-agency-confirms-community-spread-monkeypo
x-england-2022-06-02/

Moderna delays COVID vaccine deliveries to EU by several months
Moderna Inc said on Thursday it has agreed to push back some COVID-19 vaccine deliveries to the
European Union by several months to later in 2022 or early next year. Shares of Moderna fell nearly
2% before the bell over the delay, even though the company stuck to its vaccine sales forecast of
$21 billion for 2022. Delivery of  the doses were originally planned in the second quarter,  the
European Commission said in a statement.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/moderna-eu-push-back-covid-vaccine-delivery-by-several-months-2022-06-02/

Pfizer's Paxlovid reduces COVID risk in seniors regardless of vaccine status -study
Pfizer  Inc's  antiviral  treatment  Paxlovid  reduces  COVID-19  hospitalization  and  death  rates  in
vaccinated and unvaccinated patients  65 years  and older,  according to  a  new study in  Israel
conducted during the rise of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus. The treatment, however, was
not found to prevent severe illness among younger adults, according to research from Clalit Health
Services, Israel's largest healthcare provider.
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pfizers-paxlovid-reduces-covid-risk-seniors-regardless-
vaccine-status-study-2022-06-02/

COVID-19: Two million people in UK estimated to be suffering from long COVID, Office for
National Statistics says
A record two million people in the UK are estimated to be suffering from long COVID, the Office for
National  Statistics  has  said.  Of  the  two  million,  1.4  million  said  they  first  had  coronavirus,  or
suspected  they  had  the  illness,  at  least  12  weeks  previously,  while  826,000  first  had  it  at  least  a
year  earlier.  Another  376,000  said  they  first  had  COVID-19  at  least  two  years  previously.  The
condition  is  estimated  to  be  adversely  affecting  the  day-to-day  activities  of  1.4  million  people  -
around  seven  in  10  of  those  who  reported  having  it.
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https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-two-million-people-in-uk-estimated-to-be-suffering-from-long-covid-office-for-nati
onal-statistics-says-12625155?dcmp=snt-sf-twitter

Pfizer Submits Covid Shot for Kids Under 5 for FDA Authorization
Pfizer Inc.  asked U.S.  regulators to clear its  Covid-19 vaccine for  emergency use in children under
age 5, an effort to extend protection against the virus to the country’s youngest. The drugmaker and
BioNTech SE finalized their rolling application to the Food and Drug Administration for emergency-
use authorization of their vaccine in kids ages 6 months through 4 years old, the companies said in a
statement  on  Wednesday.  The  vaccine  partners  began  the  submission  process  in  February.  Pfizer
and BioNTech announced in late May that a three-shot regimen was highly effective and prompted a
strong immune response in children under age 5, based on early results from a highly anticipated
trial that is likely to pave the way for infants and toddlers to get immunized.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-01/pfizer-submits-covid-shot-for-kids-under-5-for-fda-authorizatio
n

Coronavirus Resurgence

Latest U.S. Covid-19 Surge Moves West as Pressure Eases in Northeast
The latest Covid-19 wave in the U.S. has shifted westward, hitting places like the San Francisco area,
while  pressure  eases  in  recent  Northeast  hot  spots.  The  Western  U.S.  region,  which  includes
mountain and coastal states, has recently eclipsed the Northeast to have the nation’s highest rate of
known cases per 100,000 people, a Wall Street Journal analysis of CDC data shows. Recent increases
in parts of the West come amid declines in the Northeast.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/latest-u-s-covid-19-surge-moves-west-as-pressure-eases-in-northeast-11654421402

4,400 Covid-19 cases on Sunday, 8 deaths recorded
There  are 4,400  new  community  Covid-19  cases  in  New  Zealand,  the  Ministry  of  Health  has
announced on Sunday. The numbers were reported over the last 24 hours. There are 371 people in
hospital with the virus, two more than on Saturday, 6 people are in ICU and 8 have died. The number
of new cases at the border is 50. Sunday's reported deaths take the total  number of publicly
reported deaths with Covid-19 to 1,229 and the seven-day rolling average of reported deaths is 12.
Of the people whose deaths are reported; two were from the Auckland region; two from Hawke's
Bay; two from Canterbury; one from Taranaki; one from Nelson-Marlborough.
https://www.1news.co.nz/2022/06/05/4400-covid-19-cases-on-sunday-8-deaths-recorded/

North Korea reports some 73780 people with fever amid COVID wave, KCNA says
North Korea reported some 73,780 more people with fever symptoms amid its first-ever coronavirus
outbreak, North Korean state media KCNA said on Sunday.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nkorea-reports-some-73780-people-with-fever-amid-covid-19-wave-kcna-2
022-06-04/

U.S. doctors urged to test for monkeypox, CDC says risk to public low
U.S.  health  officials  on  Friday  urged  doctors  to  test  for  monkeypox  if  they  suspect  cases,  saying
there may be community-level spread but that the overall public health risk remained low. So far,
there have been 21 cases of the disease in at least 11 states. Affected patients are isolating to help
prevent  spreading  the  virus,  U.S.  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  (CDC)  officials  told
reporters in a conference call. The CDC said it was aware of 700 cases of monkeypox that have been
reported globally outside of parts of Africa, where the disease is endemic. No deaths have been
reported so far.
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/cdc-says-its-too-soon-say-if-monkeypox-endemic-us-2022-06-03/

Hong Kong Reports 76 More Covid Cases From Nightclub Clusters
Hong Kong on Saturday reported another 76 Covid cases from clusters at four nightclubs in the
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city’s Central district where a total of about 200 infections have been detected. The infections from
the  nightclubs  were  first  uncovered  about  a  week  ago,  following  a  relaxing  of  social-distancing
measures in the city. A total of 466 new Covid cases were reported Saturday by the city’s health
authorities. Of the total new cases, 64 were imported, the health officials said at a briefing. No new
virus-related deaths were recorded.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-04/hong-kong-reports-76-more-covid-cases-from-nightclub-cluster
s

China reports 171 new COVID cases for June 3 vs 157 a day earlier
China recorded 171 new coronavirus cases on June 3, of which 46 were symptomatic and 125 were
asymptomatic, the National Health Commission said on Saturday. That compares with 157 new
cases a day earlier - 37 symptomatic and 120 asymptomatic, which China counts separately. There
were  no  new deaths,  leaving  the  nation's  death  at  5,226.  As  of  Friday,  mainland  China  had
confirmed 224,254 cases with symptoms.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-reports-171-new-covid-cases-june-3-vs-157-day-earlier-2022-06-04/

In Shanghai, lockdown blues make way for COVID testing gripes
Shanghai residents' relief over the easing of a two-month COVID-19 lockdown is giving way to
frustration as they face hours waiting in line for virus tests and must show negative results to be
permitted to enter public spaces. China's biggest city and business hub lifted lockdowns for most of
its 25 million residents on Wednesday. But citizens are required to have proof they have taken a
COVID test  within  the last  72 hours  in  order  to  enter  areas like malls  and offices -  or  even to  use
subways and buses.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/shanghai-lockdown-blues-make-way-covid-testing-gripes-2022-06-02/

Omicron sub-variant fuels Portugal's COVID-19 surge
An Omicron sub-variant has fuelled a surge in COVID-19 cases in Portugal that now has the world's
second-highest  infection  rate,  potentially  threatening  the  tourism  sector's  recovery.  Portugal
registered an average of  2,447 new cases  per  million  people  over  the last  seven days.  That
compares to neighbouring Spain's 449 and Britain's 70, according to tracker Our World In Data. The
rolling average has subsided slightly in the past few days and is just over a third of the Jan. 31
Omicron peak.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/omicron-sub-variant-fuels-portugals-covid-19-surge-2022-06-02/

New Lockdown

Shanghai neighborhoods return to lockdown a day after restrictions eased
Multiple neighborhoods in Shanghai were placed back under lockdown only a day after city-wide
restrictions were lifted, as China's stringent zero-Covid strategy continues to haunt the financial hub.
Shanghai lifted its two-month lockdown on Wednesday, allowing most of its 25 million residents to
leave  their  communities.  But  nearly  2  million  people  were  still  confined  to  their  homes  in  areas
designated as "high risk" by the government. At a news conference Thursday, Shanghai officials said
seven new Covid cases were detected in the city's Jing'an and Pudong districts, resulting in four
neighborhoods being swiftly sealed off and designated as "medium-risk areas" -- meaning residents
will be confined to their homes for 14 days. Their 26 close contacts and 106 secondary contacts had
been placed in government quarantine, and more than 470,000 people had been tested, according
to officials.
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/06/03/china/covid-shanghai-post-lockdown-restrictions-intl-hnk/index.html
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